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Cardinal y^I5£^0M. 



I F the Pidlure of a Man confiftcd only. 
1 in :the Defcription of his Body, I 
j. fliould foon finiQ] the Piece before 
I me ; for ic were enough to fay, that 
the Cardinal is a little Man, in- 
clining to be fat, having no Beauty in the 
Lineaments of his Face, which is too broad, 
and his Head too big : But the Eyes, thw 
Windows of the Scuij difcover at firft view 
the Greatncfs of AUeroKi\ by a Lnftre, ac- 
B company 'd 
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company M with an uncommon Sweetnefs 
labfA with Majefty, and he knows how to give 
his Voice fuch an infinuating Turn, as renders 
his Convetfation always agreeable and charming. 
So much for his Body ; we come now to his 
Mind and Manners. There are fome who main- 
tain that the Defire of Glory, of a great Name, 
of Immortality ; in one Word, Ambition, is the 
firft Principle of all the Adions, Steps and De- 
iigns of this Cardinal ^ I for my part without 
Flattery dare to aflcrt, that the Glory of the 
King his Mailer, the Greatnefs of Spain, and 
the Happinefs of the People are his only Aim, 
and the Point which he ever keeps in View in all 
his Undertakings ; fo that when oiice he is con- 
vinc'd diat any one of .thofe three is concerned, 
he ^ares no Coft, and dares do any thirig th^t 
he may fucceed. Being an Italian, and confe^ 
quently fenfible of the cruel Pleafure of Ven- 
geance, he knows not what it is to pardon an 
Offence, and if he feigns to defer his Revenge, 
'tis only that he may work it with the more 
Certainty and Violence; but he has none of 
the Faults in him which are commonly met 
with in thofe whom the Ancients ftil'd novos ho- 
mims ; fbir without forgetting his former Con* 
dit^n, he keeps the high Rank, to which For- 
tune has advanc'd hinoi, with the Gravity of a 
Sfamjh Grandee, but feafonM with that peculiar 
Supplencfs fo natural to the Jtalians, which cor* 
ic^s all that is offenfive and infupportable in 
the Haughtinefs of a Grandee. As a Minifter 
of State, he keeps up all the Prerogatives of 
focb a one with a Ugh Hand, which indeed 
does not gain ijiim the Afie<^ion of the Gran- 
dees I 
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dees ; but this Statelinefs proceeds raUicr from 
his Dignity than his Temper. Being laborious 
to excefs, he never takes his Eafc but whett 
Bufinefs is at a iland ; for he has been ofLeaera- 
ploy'd eighteen Hours together io twenty fout* 
refewing only the fix others for Repaft and 
Sleep. 'Twas from this great Application, as 
much as from his natural Inclination, camfi that 
Averfion he always manifefted for every thing 
callM Pleafure, of what kind foever. Being as 
affable to Perfoiis in mean CircumfianceSi as h« 
i» lofty with the Great ones ; he is always fate, 
to gain their Aftedion as often as neeeflary. Be^ 
ing a DilTcmbler as far as a Courtier ought ttf 
be, he feldom lays what he thinks, and fuaics- 
ever does what he fays without fome difficulty^ 
being perfwaded that the Succefs of any EnfM- 
priae, be it what it will, depends as much up- 
on its being a Secret , as on the MeafureS 
taken to carry it well through. A Political 
Virtue, which- is the more necxflary to him, be- 
caufe he has. a natural Bent for all Enterprizcf 
that are eatraordinary and furprizing to Mart-' 
kind, a» thinking it beneath him to walk 
in the beaten Paths of other Minifteii that 
went before him : And it may be fsid to his 
Honour, that Spaiji, which an indolent Softnefs 
had, as one may fay, cendet'd contemptible 
for above an Age, is obUg'd to him for fliewing 
to the whole World that fee is powerful enough 
to be formidable to all her Neighbours, ani 
wealthy enough to undertake whatever file 
plcifes, now that (be is govern'd by a vigi- 
lant able Minjiler, who knows boW to toake 
«n advantage of his PouTer ; ia chat this 
B a tj|0 
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vaft- -Mottarcliy muft cxpeft, whenever a Peace 
pcfrtiift this Minifter to enter into an Exami- 
nation of all the Parts of the Government, to 
fee b"" Provinces under a better Regulation, 
her -Commerce more flourifliing., het Naval 
Force more cpnfiderable, her Armies bcKer 
difciplin'd, and in a Word, her Power augment- 
ed to facte a degree, as will return to her the 
Honoiit of the Ages of the Charles's ar.d Ferdi- 
nands , without the Occafion of reproaching 
Alhermi with a haagbty Stiffhefs, of which per- 
haps he had ne«er been guilty, if he had been 
at the Helm of Government of a Nation not 
fo fenfible as the SfamarJs of what they call the 
Point of Honour. 
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Archbijhap of Seville, and Prime Minijlfir.to 
his Cathotick Majejiy King Philip V. ■: 

\OHN Alkrmi^ Father of the^ Car- 
tiinal, was prefenc wJien he was 
born in his Cottage, at oneof me 
Extremities of the City of Pla- 
tentia in Italy, the }oth of March 
16(54, i" ^^^ '^^'* ^^^'' **' ''^"^ Regency of 
DiiU Rmmim 11 ; and at the beginning of die 
;?th of the Pontiticace of Alexander VIJ. Some 
Days after his Birth, being prcfeiited at the 
lioly Font for Baptifm, he there recejv'd die 
Name of 'Julim. He was brought up till twelve 
or fbiirceen Years of Age, in fucli a Manner as 
may be imagin'd, by his Parents, who were, in- 
deed, honcft People; but having a very final! 
Portion of the Gifts of Fortune, caru'd tlieJc 
Bread with the Sweat of tlieir Brows, by 
working (q the Vineyards and Gardens. 

"B 3 ThoTc 
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Thofe who make Honour and Grandeur ro 
confift in the noble Cbimcfa of tlie Name, 
Dignities, and Efcunchcors of their Anccftors, 
' viU ondoubtedly 6nd cfaat the Cardinal ha5«one 
of thefb to boaft of; but thofe who have truer 
Ideas, who call a Sfade a Sj^ade, and who only 
look for the Greatnefs of a Man in liis Virtue 
_^nd in his Afttons, will own, that confidering 
thp Splendor cf the Poft, co which Jut ids 
4-I-3EKOKI has advaoc'd himfclf by his own 
happy Genius, a finer Panegyric cannot be 
bcftpw'd upon him than publiftiing to the 
Wpfld the Meannefs of his Birth. In Qiort, 
tfiis firft Citcumfianf e of Life ought to have the 
tcfV influence in our Judgment of a great Man, 
J)«aufe we cannot pretend to be the Children of 
whom we pleafe, and chat a Man may owe his 
Peing to a Prince, whofe natural Temper and Iii- 
dinarions difcpver more Meannefs of Birth than 
jf hp was the Son of a Jocky : Whereas nothing 
Js jnore glorious, than when, notwith/landing 
^he Defcft of Education, s Man knows how tp 
rcftity and elevate the Inclinations which a con- 
■feimpcible Birth and mean Blood naturally in- 
-line to be fervile. This may jttftly be faid to 
the Pcaife of yotirg Alberoni, that he fcarce 
began to know himfclf, but he bewaii'd his har4 
iFate that had given him Aich Parents as were ut- 
terly (incapable of giving him that Education 
Twhich he ervy'd in others of his Age. This 
noble Eipulation iiifpir'd him with the means tp 

fet out of that Nothing, to which, it feems, 
overty had condcmn'd him for ever; he 
thought the beft and fiiorteft Way for him 
Would be to embrace the Condition cf an Eccle- 
iiiilic : There's fcarce a City in Jtatj where 
thi-cc 
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there are more Clergymen than at Placemia, be- 
caiife of the Privileges and Exempuoiis they 
there enjoy, (o rhat there's fcarce a Family 
withoLt them : Therefore it was no hard Mat* 
ter for Atl^eroni, who had all the Addrels antf 
Supplcncfs of Temper neceflary for infinuaiing 
himfelf, to obtain the Place of a Clerk in bis 
Parifli Church, in wliich there happen'd to be 
an honcft Pried, who was ready to employ 
fome of his leifurc Hours in teaching Clerk 
AlberoKi to read and write, who repaid his 
Mailer's Care of him by his afliduous Services ; 
for you muft know, that he who writes himfelf 
Clerk in thofc Churches of Italy, is the lame as 
the Priefts Footman or Vcllry-Boy in France, 

Nothing is difficult to one who makes his 
Labour his Delight, fo that A/ki-mi foon knew 
as much as he wanted to learn of his honeft 
PsieR, and coniidering his firfl Notions, as an 
Entrance upon a much greater Progrcfs, which 
it was his Honour to make, he improv'd the 
good Difpoiitions of fome BartuiluUi towards 
him, to procure himfelf Admittance into their 
Convent. 

The Congregation of the Oecks Regular of 
St. Paul (wiio were called Barmibnei for the 
lame Rcafon as the Parijiam call the DomimatrSf 
or preacliing Fryars, yaidinj) ellablifli'd itfelf 
in Italj at the (arae time as that of the Jcfuits 
was ibrm'd in Fiance; both tlie one and the 
other, tho' very differci.t in Manners, in Con- 
dit^ and in Sentiments refcmblc one another 
pretty much by their Habits, and efpcciatly by 
theirDevotion to the Inilrudion of Touth. The 
Barnabius, who are pofiefs'd of feveral fine 
Colleges in haly, foon obfciv'd the Inclination of 
B 4 Alberom 
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'^Alheroni for Study, fo that they took care to 
teach him what we call humane Laming. • 

The paffionate Defire he had to .become an 
fable Man, as the only Means to bring him out 
of that Obfcurity in which he was born, made 
him improve himfelf as much in a fhort Space 
of Time, as others do in the Courfe of many 
Years. Neverthelefs it muft be own'd, that 
this Study appearing v<?ry dry to him, he ap- 
plyM himfelf to it only as far as it was in- 
difpenfably ncceflary,- and learnt juft enough 
to fay, ihzt he tolerably underftood the Lan- 
guage. 

•' Thofe whom his lively, fupple and infinu- 
atinp Temper rendered his Patrons, procut'd 
liim the Offic? of Clert-Ringer in the Cathe- 
dral, by which he got Money, made a better 
Figure in Life, and gained the FriendQiip of 
'all Perfons with whom he had any Bufinefs. 
Several Canons of the Cathedral were of this 
^Kumber ; not- the leaft Opportunity offer'd 
"wherein he could do any one of 'em Service but 
lie carefully improv'-d it, and became fo agree- 
. able .to thpm all, that upon occafion they ftrovc 
to do liim a Pleafuife \ ht rook care not to ncg- 
left fuch favourable Difpofitions, and having 
diftinguifliM thbfe who had'the Ear of the Bi- 
fliop, requeued their Intereft with him to grant 
iiim the Tonfure." They did not meet with 
'miich difficulty in' obtaining a Favour of this 
Prelate, which he could fcarce refufe them. 
*rhis firft Ceremony wa^ foon followed with 
the inferior prders, fo that he faw himfelf in- 
fenfibly at the Point of being inverted with the 
Sacred Charafter of the Priefthood, and yet out 
. pf a Capacity of attaining it, beca ufe lie had" 
^ ' i:o 
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DO Patrimony ^ without which, at Icaft in Ai^• 
pearance, 'tis a Law of the Church, efpecially 
in Italy ^ that no Perfon (hall be ordaici'd Prieft. 

Any other Man might have been da{h*d to 
pieces againft fuch a Rock, and there was not 
the leaft Appearance that AHferoni c6u*d get 
clear on't, efpecially in a City where his. E»- 
tradion was known, and where any one but he 
would have thought himfelf very happy in his 
Fonune, and not have aim'd at any higher £m^ 
ploy than that which he held as Clerk-Ringer;' 
-but he carried his Views further, and it wa^ 
not without Defign that he fpar'd no Pains, no 
Submiflion, nor Flattery to prociire Friends 
and Patrons : He united them all upon this Qcr 
cafion, wherein they might crown all their 
good Offices by obtaining foqie little Benefice 
for him, to. ferve him in lieu of a Patrimony-; 
he fucceeded, and by confequence received 
Priefts Orders. Then he quitted his Employ 
jn the Cathedral, to go and fpend fome Time 
in the Family of the Vice Legat of Romc^m^ 
refiding at Ravenna the Capital of that Pro- 
vince. 

M. Barnij the Vice Legat, admitted him 
into his Family with Pleafure,. hearing by Fame 
that he was a Man of a brisk, gay Temper, 
and his Company every way fit to diffipate the 
Chagrin (If an irkfome Solitude ; nor was he 
miftaken in his Man, and Albermii on his Part 
improvM the frequent Opportunities he had of 
conferring with the Vice Legat, fo far as en- 
tirely to gain his Friendlhip apd Confidence; 
fo that M, Barni being noxtiinated to theBiCbop- 
rick of PlacentiOy Alberom found out a . Way to 
make himfelf neceiTary in a Town^ with the 
-. . chief 
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chief of whofe Inhabitants he was well ac- 
quainted, fo that the new Eifiiop kept him in 
his Houfe, and committed to him the DircAion 
or Superintendancc thereof. 

There are feme that would govern their own 
Houftolds well, who are often incapable of re- 
gulating another's; ac leail, 'tis certain that 
there are no good provident Intendants, bnt 
thole who have learnt their Experience at the 
Expcnce of their firft Patron. Alhermi had 
never known what it was to manage a great 
Houfc ; what we have feen of his Birth, lidu- 
cation and Conduft, till he came into the 
Vice Legat's Family, is fufficient to (hew that 
he was a mere Novice in that Pol^, which he 
did not dare to refufe, and which, by conft:- 
quence, he diifcharg'd very indifierently ; for 
which reafon the new Bi(hop footi difmifs'd him 
from it; bur that he might do it genreely, and 
in a way anfwerablc to the Eileem he always 
fiiew'd for him, he gave him a Canon's Place, 
which was vacant in his CathcdraL 

Now AlheroKi percciv'd himfelf above the 
Frowns of Fortune, and began to have great 
Hopes from the ConfleUation, which prefided 
at his Birth; and he pleas'd himfelf the betrer 
with his prefcnt Situation , becaufe he only 
ow'd it to himfelf, to his Patience, to his Ap- 
plication, and Study for all Occafioiaof recon- 
ciling his Friends and Patrons, to his Complai- 
fence and the Art in which he is a Matter, of 
iniinuating and rendring himfelf necellary. 

Any one, but Alberam, would have been con- 
tent with the Revenue of his Benefice, and rc- 
tir'd from the Biftiops Palace, to hve at cafe 
without Dependence ; but our Abbot had oth« 
Views, 
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Views, or rather Fortune had for him, which 
could not yet break out, and which (he conduc- 
ted with lier ufual Addrefs ; for Alberoni, confi- 
4efing that as he had a Benefice, he might alTo 
render himfelf neceffary to his Patron, wh* 
wanted a Preceptor for the Abbot Barni his 
Nephew, he offer'd himfelf for that painful Em- 
ploy, for which he was fcarce fitter than foe 
that of Steward, ic being cercaio that a Man» 
who would bring up a Nobleman well, ought 
to have been educated fuch himfeit^ or he can- 
not know all the Rules of Behaviour ; and that, 
in order to train up a young Nobleman well, 
the Tutor himfeif fliould have had good Maf- 
ters, and ought to know foraething. But 
Abbot Alheroni had nothing of this to fhcw ; 
for being the Son of a poor Gardner, he ow'd 
all his Education to himfelf, and being inflruded 
by a few Prieils out of Charity, he had nor 
furnifli'd himfelf with much Latin in their 
Schools, but he fupply'd thofe cHcntial Defeits 
by a great deal of Reflcftion, and a peculiar 
Attention to his own Condud, and to the Con- 
duft and Manners of others : Therefore, being 
perfuadcd of his own Ignorance, he carry 'd him- 
felf to his Pupil more like his School-fellow 
than his Preceptor, going along with him to the 
Colleges of Philofophy and Civil Law, where 
he learnt Leli'ons with the fame and more Ap- 
plication and Exadnefs than his Scholar, and 
made ufcful Repetitions with him when they re- 
lurn'd to their Apartment. 

Abbot Barni going to Rmt, by Order of his 
Uncle, A/iercrii accompanied him; and after 
they were arriv'd, he omitted nothing to make 
fiimfclf known, that is to fay, to get Friends 
and 
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and Patrons among the greateft Noblemen, 
whom he had occafxon to attend, for he never 
left his Pupil, who thought it alfo a Pleafure 
dnd a Duty to introduce him to Perfons of the 
firft Quality. 

• We will leave our Abbot at this famous City, 
where Fortune had fuch diftinguifhing Honours 
in referve for him, and make a little Digreffion 
to fpeak of the Farnefe Family, whofc Grandem: 
and Intereft became fo dear to him after his Re- 
turn from Rome. 

I Duke Ramicfm II, Father of the Duke of 
Tarma^M this Time Regent, had three Sons, viz,. 
Edward II, by his firft Wife, who was Margaret 
of Savoyy Daughter of VtEhr Amadem L and by 
his fecond Wife IfabeUa of Modenay he had 
JPirimcis I. and Amhonj. 

' In 1690, Prince Edward marry 'd the Princefs 
Dorothea Sofhia of Nevcbourgh^ Daughter of Philip 
William Eleftor Palatini Siflcr of the Emprefs 
Mother, and of the Queen Dowager of Spain ; 
by this Marriage he had only two Children, was. 
Alexander Ignatimy who dy'd in i6p3, fonie 
Months before his Father ; and Princefs Elizj^ 
hetb bom OHober 25, 1692. 

Duke Ranucitu dying a Year after his eldeft 
Son, the Dutchies of Parma and Placentia, and all 
the Rights of the Farnefe Family devolved to 
•Duke Francis L who was born the ipth of May, 
1678^; and in. 1 6p J, raarry'd the Princefs his 
Brother Mdward^s Widow, by a Difpenfation 
from Pope Innocent XII : Hitherto he has had 
no Ghildrcd, and,is not very likely to have any, 
ibr his Princefs is juft going into the joth Year 
of her Age, flie. being born the 5th of July 
1670, For this ;Reafon it wa? believed, that 

Anthony^ 
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Anthonyy the only • Heir of th^. Fanufe Family^ 
would have marry 'd his Coufin the Princefs £/f- 
z^abethy in order, by fuch a Marriage^ to rcr: 
unite all the Titles of Succeflion, • - • I 

As it will be oeceffary to fpeak more than 
once of this Family in the Sequel, of this Hif- 
tory, I think it m^y not be aiiiifs. to trac:e it^- 
Origin^ and to enquire how it became po(](ciV4 
of their Dominions, the rather, becaufe .cijit^ 
Original of the faid PoiTeffipQ is^ at this .1)4/, 
the Subjed of a very knotty Debate among Pol 
liticians. : , , .. • 

The Qiief of this Family wsi^fyinucim Farmff, 
General of the Forces of the Cnurch in i4$2^ 
under Pope Eugentm IV. The Grandfon of this 
Ranucim was advanc'd to the Holy See in 1649^ 
and took the Name of Paul JIL This Holy, 
Father, before he was rais'd tothe PontificaiBCj 
had both a Son and a Daughter. . Thefe w€|re 
Cafes neither rare nor infamous in thofe Time$> 
when Perfons, obliged to Celibacy by the Lawd 
of the Church, educated their Children -pjaJMI^k-' 
ly, tho* born before their Advancement to Ecclt?-' 
(iaftical Dignities, by a natural Conjcm^;^, 
warranted by the fingle Security of ^ private 
Confcience. This holy Father, like fome of his 
Predeceflbrs on the fame Occafion, happily 
matched his Daughter Co^yJ^^Vs 10 Bofioll^ of 
the Family of Sjorfuy and created his Son Ptter 
Lewis Farnefe^ firft, Duke of Caflro and Cameriu ; 
and then of Parma and Placemia ; by which 
Means he united four rich. Fiefs of the Church 
in his own Pcrfon : For 'tis given, out at Romet 
that the two laft Dutchies have held only of 
the Holy See, ever fince" Pope JuUm II took 
Pofleffion thereof, by Confent ot the Emperor 
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AUximiliim I. and, in tik&, the Dukes of Par- 
ma, who own fuch Dependence on the H0I7 
See, pay it a fort of annual Tribuce, or Ac- 
knowledgment of 1 0000 Scudi. 

Peter Lewif being aflaffinated in a ConfpJracy, 
which was laid to the Account of Charles V. 
who had a Mind to vex the Holy Father, had 
for his Succe/Tor his Son OSiavim, who marry 'd 
that Emperor's natural Daughter, the famous 
PrinCefs Margareua, Governefs of the Nether- 
lands, Ever fince that time the Fame/e Family 
has let no Occafion pafs of teftifying their 
Attachment to Spain, iho* they never had any 
reaToo to be much in love with that Crown. 

Duke Francis, the prefent Regent, great 
Grandlbn to Duke Ranucitu I. who was Grand-' 
fon to Duke OUavint, made no great Appea- 
rance on the Theatre of the laft War. The 
Troops of the two Crowns entering Italy, in 
coojunftion with thofe of the Duke of Hanjoy, 
foon made fuch a Progrefs in dut Country, as 
aflonilh'd the Courc of P^euna ; who thereupoQ 
fent all the Forces thither they could fpare, 
under the Command of Prince Eugene. 

Both Sides fee all Engines at Work to bring 
the Princes of Lombard) over to their Interci^s, 
and M.C«tinat, who negociatcd that Affair by 
Order of the King his Mafier, fuccecded with 
the Duke of Mtatua, while the Duke of Mode- 
va declar'd for the Germans ; but the Duke of 
Parma declaring himfelf the Pope's Vaflal got 
free of the SoUicitacions of Colonel LocateSi, 
whom Prince Eugeai fent to him ; and on the 
other band, without declaring foe King PhiUp, 
he carry'd it very artfully to the Generals of 
the two Crowns, whofc Armies were on th< 
i Frontiers 



Cardinal Alberoni. 15 

Frontiers of his Dominions, and always had 
fomc Perfon of Coniidencc about chem to take 
care of his titcreft. 

After Prince Eugenes Enterprize upon Creme^ J 
na in 1705, and the carrying off of the DuVc' 
of ViSeroy, the King of France gave the Com-' 
mand of his Army in kaly to the Duke of Vnt- 
dofm ; who no fooner arriv'd tiiere to open the 
Campaign, but the Duke of Parma fenc the 
Count Romcoveri to him, who, after be had ac* 
companied Prince Amhany in his Travels thro' 
the chief Countries in Europe, under the Name 
of Marquifs de Sala, was nominated to the 
BifliGprtck of St. Donaia, between the Cities of 
Panna and Phtentia. This Prelate was one of 
the politeA Men in the World ; he had a Genius 
as fublime as it was lively and penetrating, and 
was the better qualified for Affairs of the great- 
eft Importance ; becaufe at the firA Interview he 
knew the good or ill Qualities of thofe with 
whom he convers'd. Abbot AWermi had the 
Happinefs to be known to him, and perceiving 
what an Intcreft the Prelate had wich the Duke 
Regent and the Prince his Brother, he took all 
Opportunities to introduce himfelf to him in a 
fmgular Way ; fo that being well receiv'd the 
firl't time, he insinuated himft^If To eafily into 
that Nobleman's Favour, that at the fccond Vi- 
fit which Alkroni paid him, he granted him 
[liofc Marks of EAecm to which he owes his 
whole Fortune. 

In fliort, the Bifliop of St. Dontiin being to 
wait upon the Duke of Vendofm, took AiSereiti 
along with him, cither to bear him Company, 
or to make ufc of him, the rather becaule he 
lalk'd French welj, having leacnt ii by attending 
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at the Ledures of his Pupil the Abbot Barui's 

< t - • • & 

Maftcrs, . 

Abbot Alberonis Conduft was highly ap- 
proved by the Officers belonging to the Reti- 
nue of t\i^ Flrench General, before whonti they. 
fo often talk'd of the Smartnefs of his Repar- 
tees, and the Pleafantnefs of his Converfation, 
that that Prince was defirous to admit him into. 
his Family. Happy Interviewj that at firft 
rain'd for our Abbot the Efteem, foon after the. 
'riendfliip, and at laft the entire Confidence of 
the Duke of ^io/w, who continually calli»g. 
him his dear Abbot^ took no delight or eafe but 
in his Company : So that the Courtiers, who 
were fenfible of the Afcendant this Stranger 
had gain'd upon their General, fpeedily began 
to give him h^equent Attendance. Alberont had. 
a watchful Eye upon this Occafion, and not 
fuffering himifelf to be intoxicated with the 
Fumes of Flattery, that were often very ful- 
fome on the Part of the Officers who Airround- 
ed him ; he convers'd with them after fuch a 
Manner, as if they were the Favourites, and 
he their humble Servant. The Duke of Par^ 
ma's Agent was one of the firft that perceived 
the powerful Influence Alberoni had over the 
French General ; fo that he made ufe of it- to 
very good Purpofc in promoting the Intereft of 
the Duke his Mafler; even fo far, that being 
perfwaded that the Abbot would prove more 
luccefsful than himfelf at the Duke of Fendoftns 
Levy, he advis*d Duke Francis to give him the 
Commiflion with which he was honoured: Thus^ 
to the great Satisfaftion of the French General, 
he faw his Favourite come back with the Cha- 
ra&er of aq Agent, after having been nominated 

to 
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to a Canon's t^lace in the Cathedral of Parma. 
This Commiffion lafted as long as the Duke cf 
Vendofm cdntinuM in Italy ; and Alberoni ma- 
naged his Matter's Bufinefs Co dextroufly, thaC 
the Impcrialifls being eohtinually apprdienfive 
that the Duke woi44 admit a F/^ench Garrifon 
into his Capital. Citya (if he were- provoked) 
they duril not give him any Difturbance. 

The Publick Tranfadions were carried on 
after this Manner till the beginnii>g of the 
Year 1706, when the Duke of Vendofm was re- 
called, a;id the Duke of Orleans fent to fupply 
his Placet Then the Scene was changed j the 
A&ign at Pianejfe, followed by the Battle of 
TuriHy and the raifing the Siege of that Capital, 
disappointed and .ruin'd the Affairs of the two 
Crowns in Italy, where thelmperialiflsandthe 
Duke of Savoy began ta be predominant- 

The. next Campaign,, the Dukepof Parma 
was firft- of all madd* fenfible, that they had 
fparM him upon no orheV Account, than the 
Conlideradon of the near Approach of the Ar- 
mies of Prance andj Spain: Thus they imme- 
diately fell into his Dominions, and took up 
Winter-Qiiarters there by Fbice, exading great 
Contributions,- not\*rithilanding the. Protefta- 
tions of the Duke : However, that Prince pro- 
feffing himfelf to be a Vaflal of the Church, 
and imploring her Prote&ion, was neverthelcfs 
obliged to appoint the Governor Malpeli to con- 
clude the following Agreement with xht Mar- 
quifs di Prje, the Emperor's Plenipotentiary io 
Italy. 

C AR- 
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ARTICLES agreed upon between bis 

Excellency the Marquefs de Prib^ as Pie-* 

mpotentiary of his Imperial Majefly in 

Italy, by ^virtue of an Imperial Diploma^ 

dated the fourth of May kji i (md the lU 

biftrious davernor Francis Malpeli, De* 

puty of his moji Serene Highnefs the Duke 

of Parma ,• with the Participation and 

Mediation of the Illujirious Meffieurs 

Count John Francis Marazzani Vifconti, 

and marquefs Annibal Scotti , both 

Knights of this Community of Placentia i 

whoa^ with the Approbation and Confent 

of his fnoji Serene Highnefs^ as appears 

from his Refcript dated the 2Qtb of No- 

vembdl: ult, ca^ne to the underwritten 

Agreetnenty upon the Regulation of the 

prefent Winter-^Quartersy taken by Force 

in the Dominions of Pafma and Placentia, 

4ipon the Entrance of the Imperial Troops 

and their AlUesy notwithftanding the Re- 

courfe had at feveral Times, and the fnoji 

prejjing RemonftrafKes made by the faid 

JLord Dukey by Means of his JM^nifierSy 

as well as by the Communities trf Parma 

and Placentia; for the Eftablifiment of 

a good Order y and to aDoid the greateji 

Ba?nages and Mifchiefs. 

I. 

^^ np H E above nam'd Marquefs de Prie^ in 
JL *^ the Name of the Emperoi^s Com- 

" miffioner. 
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■ miffioner, has fix'd tlic Amount of the aforc- 
•* faid Wiluer-Quarters at the Sum of ninety 
'* thoufand Spatsifh Piftoles or. their Value, of 
' which Sum, the private Laymen of the faid 
' two Dominions (without comprehend ii^ the 
' Pare which relates to the Clergy, hereifcef j 
' ** fpecify'd in the ninth Article) fliall disburfe J 
'" fixty fcven thoufand one hundred and liftjr^ 
" Piftoles, at the Times, and after the Man- 
*' ner hereafter exprcfs'dj andconiign them to 
*' the Emperor's Military Cheft, for the Main- 
" tenance of the faid Troops which fhall con- 
" tinue quarter'd in the faid Dominions, and 
" of the Regiments of Hotfe, that have been 
" withdrawn from thence, for the greater Eafe 
" of the faid Dominions. For this Snm every 
** thing (hall be made good and difeliarged 
" that relates to the Provilions furnift'd by th« 
" Country, both for Man and Htirfr. The 
" Generals as well as the Officers and private 
" Centinels are to be punttual in providing (ex- 
*' cept tlK Particulars hereafter fpecifiedj Meat, 
" Wine and all Sorts of Eatables, which fhall 
" be rated at a certain Price ; and in cafe there 
" happen any Diforder, contrary to the good 
" Regulation which fliail be publifh'd and fct-* 
*' tied in the Quarters, it fealt be redreG'd with 
*' Cave and Dihgence by the Commanders of the 
" Regiments, who (hall oblige the Tranfgrelfor 
" to make a fiiitable Amends ; but in cafi; ic 
" cannot be obrain'd by tlicir Means, then R«- 
" cQurfe fliall be had to his Excclkrcy liie Ge- 
" ncral of th« Horfc rhc Marquef's yifiomi, 
" Commander in thefc Quarters, who iliaU 
'' caufe due Satisfaction to be given them. 

c J ': w T^ 
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11. 

■ • 

■' *f The faid Juord^Marquefs ifc.Pr/> has con- 
.^V idcfcendqd to a Dedudion of : fii^e thoufand 
r[ Pifiolcs put of the Sum Total of ninety thou^ 
^V fand Pifioles ;. ; and that on account of and 
" by way of. Payment for the Bread the Im- 
^...pcrial Army was fupply*d with in their Paf- 
f\ fage thro' this Dominion the laft Month of 

.••, . 4 i ■ • • • 

' ' ^^ To fecure yet farther the Payment of the 
*^ faid Sum relating to the Laity, and to make 
it, mpre eafy to the Country, it is agreed 
, by. an exprefs Ciovenant,. tliat two Thirds of 
;tiut Sum amounting to 42 jroaPiftoles, fiiali 
'^,' be laidr out in the Month. of Aprii ntxt ; and 
. the other Third of 21250; ibalJ ,be taken up- 
•' on the Bond, two of the moA eminent Bank- 
** er$ of thcfc Dominions ihall give, to pay the 
^* hid Sum at two feveral Times, ^^iz,. one half 
*^ in the Month of Augufi^ and .the other in 
*'• the Month of OBober of the Year enfuing: 
" With thefe Sums, the Mar^uefs de Prie de- 
^ dares, that the Lord Duke has difcharg'd 
^ the Feodal Obligations he lies under to his 
l^ Imperial Majefty, &c. 

The other Articles, to the ninth, relate only 
to . the Manner of Levying the faid Contribu- 
tions, and diftributing the Rations of Provi- 
^ns to the Soldiers. The ninth Article has 
tse^^. to the Clergy, and is comprised in thefe 
Terms- 

" IX. To 
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IX. ■ ■. ' " ." , 

^ To make the .BaUance of the prefent 
Quarters equal, and to> eafe the State^ all 
private terfoDS without Diftinftion (tha 
** guarded with ever fo great Privileges) ihall 
*' contribute; fince even his moft Serene Hiehr 
*' nefs himfelf fubmits to the tayipent . pt a 
" Quota of his Eft ate. And inxegaird tha^c the 
** Clergy, as well Secular as Regular, are jpof- 
^' fefs'd of a confiderable Part of the Lands in 
" the two Dominions, and have already contri- 
^' buted heretofore to the Paynaent^ of Quarters, 
*' and ftill a(9rually contribute to the fourth Part 
*' of what i& chargM upon the Laity, to maintain 
** the Garrifons of Parma and Placentia. The 
" Imperial Commiffioner referyes t« himfelf the 
** Power in ^ue ^and lawfol Fc^rni,.to exad-tfieir 
•'^Share at the fro rata of ii2jjQ Piftolesj Tor 
** which the Eftates of th^e Jfaid Qergy fhall be 
^^ fecur'd from, much greater Damage they 
might fufter, if they were not freed from it 
by the aboyemention'd Expedient : Concern- 
*' ing all' -.vvhich Points, ncverthefcfsi it is To- 
lemnly declared on the Part of the Laity, 
that they will not be in on any wife con- 
cerned, or meddle with that Bufinefs in any 
" Manner whatfoevcr. ' •" ." 

In Witnefs wherepf tjie/e f^refents are fub- 
fcrib'd, cSrr. 

"The Marquefs de Pric. ■ 
Jtfhccnminthe p . j^^ . 

Pecembct, 1708.. AnnJb4l.;^otti. • 

C 3 TW& 
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This Convention was no fooncr carried to the 
Court of Rente, but it excited all the Holy Fa- 
ther's Indignation, who immediately rais'd all 
the TImndcr of the Vatican againft the Gene- 
rals, Officers, and Soldiers, who had dar'd to 
trample with Violence upon the Sacred Terri- 
tory of the Oiurch, and darting his Thunder 
even at the Emperor himfelf, he fcnt the follow- 
ing Bull, which fets forth the Pretenlions of the 
Holy Sec to the Dutchies of Parma and Pla^ 



C L B M E N T XI. Pe^e. 

Fbr the Future Msnary of t/x "fHING. 

" OOME Months ago it came to the Know- 
'* ij ledge of our Apoftleftip, to the great 
" Ijifqniet of our Mind, that when in the Month 
** o( Nnvetuher laft pafl, fome Regiments ofGer- 
" man Soldiers tiudc 3 fudden Irruption into fc- 
'* Tcral Places of the Dutchies of Parma z\iA Pla- 
""'tmtia, and brought great and very heavy Da- 
** mages upon the Inhabitants of the faid Places ; 
" and bciides, the Leaders or Commanders of 
"* thofe Troops dcclac'd, they were rcfolv'd to 
*' take Winter-Qaarters there, actually and by 
" Force ; and >vhen the many Reafons urg'd, 
'* as well by our beloved Son the Noble Frm- 
" ctfco Fariiex.e Duke of Par7»a anfl Placemia, as 
" by our beloved Sons the Communities and In- 
^ habitants of the States of Parma and Plicmtia, 
^ had no Efted to the averting of thofe Evils ; 
*' though tiie principal Ground of thofe Rea- 
" fons was, That the Dutchy itfelf, and its 
" fore- 
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'^ foremenrioncd Places, were mediateJv fiibied. *fl 
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foremenrioncd Places, were mediately fiibjed, 
even in Temporals, to Us and this Holy See^ 
" and therefore ought to be wholly Exempt and 
" Free tiom all fuch Impoficions and Burthens ; 
" it length, in the fubfeqiient Month of Decern- 
" her, the forefaid Communities and Inhabitants 
confencing, (who neverthelefs were compelPd 
by Force and Necelfity, and who protefled» 
that what they did was from no other Motive, 
than the avoiding imminent and heavier Da- 
" mages, and Puke Frtincifco hjmfelf yielding 
" thereto for the fame Reafons, ) a. certain 
" Agreement was made upon the foremention'J' 
" Matters, in Ten Heads or Articles. 

" Now the' the afbrefaid Agreement (which 
** we thought fit to canfe to be infened in thefe 
" Prefents, not as approving, but as imirely 
" and abfolutely condemning it, as being ma- 
•' nifcfily injurious to qur Rights and thofe of 
'*. the faid See, and to the tUrcft and fuprgme 
" Dominion which we and ilie holy Remtin 
" Church juftly claim in the sbovemention'd 
" Dutchy) be unqucitionably of no manner of 
" Force and Coufequence in Law ; and tho' 
" befidcs 'lis well known, that our Predeceflbr, 
" Pope Urban VIU. of happy Memory, did by 
" certain Letters dated the $th of June, i6^i, 
" fuffidently provide for the Security of the 
" Rights of the forefaid Apofiolicai See and Ro- 
" ma» Church from any Prejudices of this Na- 
" ture ; and therefore there was no need at 
" ail of a further Declaration, to Uiform the 
" World that this Agreement ought to be ac- 
'* counted null, void, and invalid j yet when 
'* tlie Matter was brought before us on Occi- 
." lion of asking our good Pleafure toudiing 
C 4 " what 
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f ' what is ftipulated in the ninth Head or Article 

" of the faid Agreement, in relation to the 

*' Contingent or Sum of Money to be paid by 

" the Ecclcfiaftical Perfons, as well Secular as 

^' Regular, of the forqfaid Dutchy. • We, by re- 

'* fufing our Conient to it^ declared not ob- 

^ fcurcly, that the abovemcntion'd Agreement 

*' Gould not be aUow'd by us, but ought ever 

^^ to be difapprov'd and condemned ,* nay more, 

^'* revolving in our Mind how direful, and to alj 

'^' humane Powers terrible, Cenfures and Punifli- 

' ^ ments, the Canonical Sanftions eftablifli'd by 

*' the Spirit of God appoint, and what dreadful 

^ Imprecations the Church yearly denounces 

'•'againft thofe who Violate the Ecclefiafticai 

' Rights, take away the Goods of Ecclefiafticks, 

*' or dare to do them D4mage, or to lay upoii 

^* them Burthens forbidden by Divine and Hu- 

'' ' mane Laws, We did by our Letters to the 

* faid Duke Francifco^ written with our own 

^^ Hand the jth of January laft, plainly figni- 

** fie. That all thofe who had rafhly prefum'd 

^ aftually to invade the foreftid Places^ and to 

** moleft and difturb then}, and the fupreme 

^' Jurifdiftion which We and the holy Roman 

*' Church have in them,; had incurM the fore- 

*^ mention^ Cenfures and Punifhments, which 

^* £hould in no wife be remitted or difpens^ with 

^' by Us : Hoping this Intimation would be a- 

^- bundantly fufEcient to prevail with thofe Tranf- 

" greflbrs to return to their Duty, and that: we 

" fliould not be conftrained to proceed more o- 

^^ penly to Severities. 

*' But^ as we are informed, not only thofe our 
^' En^edvours did not produce the delir-dEffed,*' 
i^ but what is moil to b^ lame&ted^ the'fo£e(ai4 
■"." ' ' •:': " "Eccler 
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EcclefiiUlical Perfons, both Secular and Regn- 
*' lar, juftly refufing to pay the Contingent or Sum 
*^ of Money ftipulated by the abovp mentioned 
" ninth Head or Article, becaufe the necejfifary 
^' Confent thereto of Us and of the faid See was 
^' not only not granted, but as is faid above» 
" was exprefly refufed by Us ; with unheard o^ 
^' and det^ftable Audacioufnefs, feveral Troops 
" of Soldiers were quarter'd upon the Houfes, 
'' Farms and Eftates, of the (aid Ecclefiaftical 
" Perfons, there to remain at the Expcnce of 
thofe Perfons, 'till they being tired but fliould 
really and aftually pay the Rate or Contin- 
gent above mentioned : Now thefe Things, 
" which no well-minded Perfons can bear to 
^' hear related without the greateft Horror and 
Grief, amount to fuch a Violation of the Ec- 
clefiaftical Liberty, Immunity and Jurifdidion, 
*' as can by no means be endur'4. 

Hence it is, that We, who have experienced 
that all the Offices of Paternal Tendemefs, 
which we were foUicitoufly careful to employ, 
were vain and iruitlefs, and who are confti- 
tuted by the Lord, and bound by the Duty 
^' of our Paftoral Office confer'd on us from 
Above, to aflfert on Earth all Rights what- 
ever, belonging to the faid Roman or other in- 
" feriour Churches, and to all Perfons and Pof- 
*' feffions Ecclefiaftical ,• tho' we doubt not our 
" Venerable Brethren the Bifhops of thofe Parts, 
*^ whofe Zeal we have not oriiitted to incite, will 
firenuoufly and cQuragipuHy difcharge> and, 
perhaps have already difcharg'd the Duty of 
^^ their Office in this Affair ; and tho*, befidcs, 
■^ we. do afTuredly believe, that fuch wicked 
f • Adions of their Troops, and their more wic- 
^ ' "ked 
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•* kcd Counfcls, arc very contrary to the moft 
^equitable Diipoficion of our deareft Son in 
^ Chrift, ^ofefh^ King of the Romans^ Elcfted 
^ Empcrour : Nay more^ do hope he will, as 
^ all Jufiice requires, deal feverely with fuch as 
^ have been guilty of thofe Aftions : Ncveiv 
^ tbelefs, left being longer filent in fo great an 
•* Affliaion of the Church ; and left, while the 
•• Priefts, the Miniftcfs of the Lord, arc weep- 
•* ing between the Porch and the Altar, and 
•• faying, Lordy fpare thy Peofk^ and make wot thine 
•* hheritance a Refroacby We fliould fcem to be fu- 
^' pine and flothful, and to be wanting to the 
•* Duty incumbent on our Apoftolical Office ; 
^ and by too much Long-fufiering incur the Im- 
**putation of betraying the Ecclcifiaftical Li- 
^* bcrty, and of bafely deferting the Caufe of 
^ God ; lifting up out felves in the Lord, and 
*' being mindful: as well of our Prcdeceflbr Pope 
•* Vrkoiy as following the Steps of Pope Lio X. 
** of happy Memory, our Predcceflbr likewife, 
^ who by a certain Conftitution publifhVi the 6th 
^* of the Kalends of Jtmey in the Year lyij, 
^ Excommunicated, Anathematized, and Stab'd 
•* with the Sword of Malcdiftion and of Eter- 
^^ nal Danmation, all Perfons, even fucli as were 
^* worthy to be mentioned particularly and dif- 
^* tindly, who had invaded the Cities, Terri- 
^' tories and Places mediately or immediately 
*' belonging to the faid Reman Church, bat ef- 
^ pecially the Cities of Parma and Ptacattia ; 
^ adhering firmly befides to the Apoftolical Let-- 
^'ters, and particularly to the i8th and 20th 
*' Canons of thofe Letters, which feveral Riaman 
** Pontiffe, our PredeceiTors, have caus'd to be 
^^ read and promulgated in dkOena Domini,, tnd 

** which 
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which we in like manner have every Year 
caus'd to be read and promulgated. From 
our own mcer Notion, certain Knowledge, 
and mature Ddiberacion, and out of the Ful- 
nefs of our Apoftolical Power, We do, by the 
Tenor of thcfe Prefents, declare the Agree- 
ment above inferred, all its Articles and Heads, 
" with all and fingular the Contents of them, 
" or any of them, and the Confequences that are 
" or may be deduc'd from rhem, to be ipfo yure 
" Null, Void, Jnvalid, Unjuft, Condemned, 
" Difapprovcd and Vain ; to have been from 
*' the Beginning, to be now, and to be for ever 
*' hereafter. Void of all manner of Force ot 
*' Eftefl ; and that no Perfon is bound to ob- 
fervc them, or either of them, even chough 
" they be corroborated by in Oath j That they 
" neither can nor ought to be obferved by any ; 
That no Right, Adioii, Title, or Colour of 
Title, orCaufe of PoifefEon, or Prefcription, 
was, is, or at any time can be acquir'd oc 
claim'd from them ,■ but that, as if they had 
" never been publiflied or made, they onght 
*' abfoiutely to be taken for Things not done, 
" nor exifting. Neverthclefs, for greater Pre- 
" caution,- and as far as Need requires, we do 
" from the lame our own racer Motion, Know- 
" ledge, Deliberation, and plenary Power, con- 
** demn, difallow, cafs, make void, annul all and 
" fingular of them, and intirely and altogether 
*' evacuate them of all Force and Eflcfl. 

" We will and decree likcwife, that the Ccn- 
" fures and Ecclefiaftica! Penalties, which all 
" tbofe who perpetrated the Premifl'es have jn- 
cur'd, a»d are to be or perhaps have been di:- 
^ nounoed agairft them openly and publickly 
'■ *' ac- J 
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according to Guftom, purfuant to our Orders 
to the forefaid Biihops^ ihall. be valid and 
ftand good^ as well againft thofe who in any 
wife were guilty of the Preraiffes by prefum- 
ing to invade, moleft, and by the foremen* 
tionM Methods, difturb the Territories and 
Places of the abov^emention'd Dutchy, as 
thofe who laid and impos'd the forefaid. Bur- 
thens and Oppreffions on the Perfons and 
" JEftates of th^. Clergy of that Dutchy, either 
^ by themfelves 9r others, direftly or indiredly, 
" together with their Adherent^, Fautors and 
** Abettors, and all fuch who gave them Aid, 
^ Counfel, or Favour in any Manner, how Illuf^ 
*' trious foever their Rank or Dignity ipay.be; 
'* who, when they fliaU have njad^ due Reftitu* 
*' tion forthe Damages they have done, and given 
•^OMidign Sacisfeftion bcf|des tp the Chutjch, 
"Ihall. yet no othcrwife be abfolvedu and dif- 
" charged ftom the faid Cenfures and PenaUies, 
*' thap by Us, or the J^ontan Pontiff for the 
'^ Time being, ; except at the Point of D^ath, 
^^ ikh: then,, unlefs they give fufficient CautJQn to 
"obey and fatisfy the Commands of the 
^ Church >; and they fliall revert into the fame 
." Condition as befpre, if they ' happen to Re- 
." coyer. 

. " We decree like wife, Thjit thefe Prefents, 
^' and whatever i$ therein contained, can in no 
*' wife be excepted againft, impugi/d^ invalids- 
'* ted, revers'd^ call'd in Queftion, orcxamin-d 
^^ by Terms of Law ; tho^ it fhould be alledgM, 
"that the foremention'd Perfons, and all others 
V -interefted in the Premiilbs, or in anv manner 
*^ pretending to have Intereft, even, tho they.be 
!^ worthy of fpecial and particular Meotiott, 
. ^ / ' ' ' ' '" did 
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*^ did not cbnfent thereto, nor were fummonM, 
*' cited, or heard ; or, that the Caufes for 
which thefe Prefents were ifliied were not fuf* 
jficiently cn^l^lerated, made cwt, or in any 
manner juftifyM ; neither for any Caufe, Co- 
lour or Pretext whatever, or for any Article 
^' or Senfe-conuin'd in the Body of the Law^ 
(hall thefe Proceedings ever be charg'd with any 
Error of Subreption, or Obrcption, Nullity 
or Invalidity, Defeft of our Intention, or 
of the Coofent of thofe who are or pretend 
to be concerned ; nor v^th any other Error, 
how greats how unthought of, or, how un- 
inoaginabi^ ipever, arifing from any Reafon^ 
** Right, Faift, Statute, Cuftom or Privilege 
" whatever : But thefe Prefents fhall be and re- 
main for ever £rm^ valid, and eded:ual ; and^ 
{hall ^ have and obtain their full and eatire^ 
' effed I and be inviolably obfervM by all and 
^' fingalar Perfons, whom it does or Ihall at any 
^' Time concern. And thus, and no otherwife 
fhall it be adjudged and decided, touching alt 
and lingular the Premifles, by all Judges, ordi- 
nary and delegated, even the Auditors of tho 
*' Caufes of the Apoftolical Palace, and the Ca'r- 
f* dinals of the Holy Roman Church, even the 
^^ Legates ^ Latere^ and the Nuncios of the 
" forefaid Apoftolical See, and all others what- 
** ever Preeminence and Power they are or fhall 
*^ be vefted with ^ taking from them, and every 
** one of them, all Power and Authority of 
*' judging and interpreting in any other Man- 
** ner ; and declaring whatever any Perfon fhall, 
** by any Authority, happen to attempt con- 
" trary hereunto, either knowingly or ignorant- 
*^ ly, to be void and of no E&fti 
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^^ The PremifTcs^ the general and paitii^ltf 
^ Conftitutions and Ordinances pa& d in the 
*^ Apoftohcal, Univerfal, Provincial, or Syno- 
^ dical Councils > and, as hx as v& needful, out 
^ own and the Apoftolical Chancery's Rule, of 
*^ not taking away any acquired Right ,* the 
^ Laws, both Imperial and Municipal ; all Sta^ 
^ tutes and Cufioms immemorial, the' corrdbora-^ 
^' ted by Oath, Apoftolical Confirmation, or 
" any other way authorized ; all Privileges, In-* 
^ dulgences and Apoftolical Letters, granted to 
** whatever Perfons, how eminent foever in 
^ Dignity, and deferving moft particular Men-* 
** tion, in whatever Tenor and Form of Words, 
*^and with whatever Derogations of Deroga-* 
^ tions, or other more efie&ual, moft efiedual^ 
^ unufual and annulling Claufes ,* and all other 
** Decrees, though proceeding jBrom like Motion, 
*^ Knowledge, and plenary Power; and, in 
*^ Confiftory or otherwife, granted, iffued, •madcy 
•* and fevcral times reiterated, and how often 
^ foever approved, confirmVi and renewed, con- 
*"trary to the Premiffes, NOT WITH- 
^STANDING. From aU and Angular of 
** which, though for fufEciently derogating from 
them and their whole Tenor, fpecial, parti- 
cular, exprefs, and diftind Mention, Word 
jfor Word, and not in general Claufes impor- 
^ ting the fame be not made ; or though any 
*^ other Expreffion, or peculiar Form to that 
** Purpofe ought to have been us'd ; deeming 
** fuch like Contents to be as fully and fufficient- 
*' ly exprefs'd and infertdd in thefe Prefents, as 
" if they had been duly exprefs'd Word for' 
Word, without any OmiflSon, and in the 
ufual Form, We do, leaving fiich Expreffion 

•*an4 
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^ jind Form in full Focce in all other Cafes, for 
•' this Time only/ that the Premifles may take 
** c&a, exprcfly and particulariy delegate^ and 
^^ will and declare to be derogated, as weU as from 
^' all and every other Thine contrary hereunto^ 

" Our Will further is, that two Extrads, or 
^ Copies of thefe Prefents, even printed, if fub- 
*' fcribM by the Hand of a Publick Notary, 
^ and corroborated with the Seal of a Perfbn 
^ difUnguifh'd by an Ecclefiaftical 2>ignity, the 
*' fame Credit ihall be given in all Hacesind 
^ Nations, as well in as out of Courts of Ju- 
^^ dicature, as would be given to thefc^Pre&nt^ 
^^ if they were pioduc a or exhibited in the 
** Original 

Dated at Rome, in Maria Ma/orc, mier the 
Seal of the Fijherman^ the I'jth of July, 1 707* 
Of our Pweificate the jth tear. 

F. OLIVERIU& 

The Emperor opposM this thundering Bufl 
with the following Manifeilo, which (ets the 
Imperial Pretenfions to the 4id Dominions of 
the Dukes of Parma in their fiiU Light. 
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J O S E P H, .^3f the Dmne Clemency^ eleSled 
Emperor of the Romans, always Auguft j 
King of Germmy ^ Hungary, Bohemia, 
Dalmatia, Croatia, Sclavonia, drc 
Archduke c»/ Auftria ^ Duke of Burgundy^ 
Brabant . Stiria , Cariftthia, Carniola, 

\ C^c. Marquis of Moravia , l)uke of Lux- 
emburgh. Upper and Lower Sil^Cu^ Wir- 

. temburgh, Teck ^ Frtnce of Swabia j 

- Count of Hapsburgh, Tyrol, Pfirth, K/- 
burgfi, Goritz^ Landgrave 0/ Alfacej 
Marquis of the Sacred Roman Empire, 
of Burgaw, Upper and Lower Luface ; 
Lord of the Sclavonian Marches, (^c. 

" rri 1$ fo well known to all Men, and de- 
1 *^ monftrable from the Coutfe of 
Afiairs in a few Years paft, with what ex- 
traordinary Care, Labour and Expence, the 

" Enemy were expeli'd Italyy and the Liberty of 
that Country, which was opprcfs'd by French 
Power, happily rellor'd by the vidorious 

*' Arms of Us and our Allies; that we were 
fully perfu'aded there could not be one Prince 
or State in all Italy ^ who would fupprefs his 
Joy for it, and be averfe to make deferv*d Re- 

" turns of Affcdion and Gratitude to Us. 
" But we are now conftrain'd to take Notice, 

*' not without being deeply affeded with Grief, 

*^ that the Minifters of the Court of Rome have 
been fo far mifled, either by Difaffedion to 
Us, or by Views of fome private Advantages 

[^ to themfelveSj as to have taken upon them. 
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to the Aflonifliinent of all the World, and to 
the Scandal of Chriftendom, to exercife Spi-* 
ritual Authority in Secular Affairs, and to 
publifh a printed Declaration of the following 
" Tenour. 

*' Declaration of the KuUity of a certain 
*^ Agreement made in prejudice of the Apofto- 
lic See, and the Holy Roman Church, touch- 
ing the Winter Quarters which the German 
Troops have taken in the Dutchy of Parma 
** and Placentia, the Ecclefiaftical Cenfures re- 
*' ferv'd in the faid See, incur'd by thofe* who 
** have on this Occafion, in any manner what- 
** focver , invaded the Places ■, of the faid 
** Dutchies, and charged the Eftates of Ecclcfi- 
afiical Perfons in the faid Dutchy remaining 
entire. 

From the Printing-Houfe of the Reverend Apofii^ 
lical Chamber at Rome, MDCCVII. 

Here the Emperor repeats the Pope s Bull, 
and then prp(;eeds. 

" Upon mature O)nfideration of the recited 
" Declaration, and of all and fingular the 
** Claufes therein contained, we cannot but be 
" extremely concerned to find, that, among 
*' other things, the Court of Rome fhould, by 
arrogating to themfelves a Sovereignty, as of 
right belonging to them, pretend to abolifli 
the moft ancient Rights of \]s and the Roman 
Empire in Italy, together with the Rights 
thence accruing to the Duichy of Milatiy over 
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!* Tenour of Hiftory, and from the Grants of 
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" the Inveftiturcs given by our PredeCeflbrs, the 
" Roman Emperors, as well as from other pub- 
" lick Inftruracnts, *cis moft apparent, that the 
" dircd, fuprcmc, and fovcreign Dominion over 
** the faid Pa-fTfta and Placentia rightfully belongs 
" to no other than to Us, and the facred Roman 
" Empire ,• and that the lawful Pofleflbrs of the 
*^ Dutchy of Milan are invefted therewith. 'Tis 
'^certain it cannot be (hewn, that this dire£t 
and fupreme Dominion, and referred Sove- 
raignty, was ever renounced by any Emperor ; 
^* or that withopt the exprefs Confent of the 
*^ Emperor and Empire it could be renounced, 
" transferal, or alienated by the Dukes of Mian, 
^* much lefs be validly affum'd by the Contt of 
" Rome ; or be legally acknowledged by the 
^* Dukes of Parma to be in that Court. Many 
*^ Hiftorians teftify this, and at the fame time 
^^ relate particularly, and at large, what has 
" been conftantly done in this Matter, for aflfer- 
" ting and preferring the Imperial Rights. Nor 
^* need thofe who arc well informed of publick 
*' Affairs be told, how ftrenuoufly our Prede- 
" ceflfors, and particularly Charles V, of glorious 
Memory, maintained and afferted liis own 
" and the Empire's Rights, not only in the 
*' Courfe of his Life, but in the Preamble of 
^' his laft Wai. And befides, 'tis fufficienUy 
known, that the Imperial Rights are fo incor- 
porated with thofe of the Empire, that they 
can by no Means be divided from it, without 
^' the Confent of all its Members, much lefs 
^* againft their Confent, be wrefted and fepara- 
^^ ted from it by Pontifical Bulls, thp' big with 
" never fo great Threats of Fulminvion. 

V The 
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" The Attcmprs tlieretbre of the Popes, men- 
" tion'd in the abovc-reciced Declararioii, to 
" afltime to themfelves a Power of judging in 
*' their own Caiife, and by Vertuc of fiM:h kind 
** of Bulls, to arrogate to themfelves the Rights 
*' t^ a third Perfon> were vain, and hardly de^ 
** fcrv'd 10 be anfwer'd otherwife than by Con- 
** tempt. And, indeed, ir cannot well be iUia- 
" gin'd what the Court of Romt could mean, 
" when they affimi'd, in the forefaid Dedata- 
" tion, that oiir Troops had invaded the Lands 
" of the Church, when they knew, or, at kaft, 
ought to have known, that they were FeeS 
*' belonging to Us, and the Empire, on which 
** thofe Troops were quarrcr'd ; and that the 
" Law of Nature and Nations does fo far al- 
" low them neccflary Subliftance, that even in a 
" neutral Territory they might juflly demand 
" and taVe Provifions, when for that SubfiHance 
" thole who fi-irnifli it arc defended and preferv'd 
"from greater hoftile Damage and Danger: 
" No Man can be ignorant that thofe Circam'^ 
" ftances happen'd in this Cafe, and that, accor- 
" ding to the Canons, Laws, and Reafon of 
"State, the Clergy themft-lves ar« obligd, 
'* for maintaining Peace and Liberty, to ftiarrf 
" the common Burthens, efpecjally in that Pro-" 
** vince, where this antient Cullom of contribu- 
** ting in common to the Military Expences haS 
" been always obferv'd, and where the Ciei^y 
" of Parma have fuch large Poii'effions, xkat 
" more than a fourth Part of the whole Dutchy 
'' is in their Hands. It ill became the Clei^y 
' therefore, who abound in all Affluence, while 
" tlic rcil of the People are indjgent, to theW 
mfelfes fo tenacious of their Money ; to 
D 3 ;' t«6ife. 
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" refufe, tho' earneftly folicited, by onr Jmpc^ 
' rial Commiffioner, to part with a Penny, in 
concurrence with the Laity ; and to perfift re- 
fradorily and obftinately in their Refolution, 
notwithftanding our faid Commiffioner gave 
*^ an illuftrious Proof of Reverence for the Holy 
*^ See, by inferting in the Agreement he con-' 
^ eluded, that the Pope fliould have the Honour 
^' of giving his Confent to the Sums flipulated 
*^ for the common Neceffity and Benefit. 

" Thefe, and many other Steps, which we 
^^ carefully and juftly caus'd to be taken in the 
Proceedings on our Part, are fuch pregnant 
Inftances of our Equity, and of the lawful 
Exercife of our Imperial Office, that we arc 
not able to comprehend from what Spring or 
Qaim of Right thofe violent Spiritual Cen- 
fures, exprefs'd in the foremention'd Declara- 
^ tion, were fo raflily emitted. We did what 
our own Rights, and thofe of the Empire, re- 
quired of Us,- and We did it in that Manner 
which the Confli tut ions and Ufages of the 
Empire prefcribe, and the Angular Regard, 
^' which, without any private Views, we bear 
*' towards the common Father of Chriflendom, 
and the Apoflolical See, feem'd to require ; as 
is abundantly manifefl, from the feveral Ne- 
gotiations of Cardinal Grimaniy both for ob- 
taining the fuperfluous Affent of the Pope, 
and reprefenting the Abufe of Ecclefiaflical 
Authority, fo haflily and injurioufly exer- 
^'cisU 

" We fee Examples of the Court of Romes 
^! Behaviour in the Uke Cafe, of Taxes and 
*' Contributions laid on the Clergy, and obferve 
? them to carry themfelvcs in a very different 

" Manner 
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** Manner towards our Enemies ,• tho*, as Dif- 
** turbcrs of the common Liberty of EuropCy 
** they deferve no Favour i and yet, to them, 
** that G)urt do cither immediately give their 
Aflent, tho' often againft common Juftice, or 
do fo indulge ^nd connive at their Extortions^ 
that the partial Animofity with which we are 
*^ attacked, in the Sight of all the World, with 
•^ the utmoft Licenfe, and our own and the 
** Empire's Rights, by Speech, Printing, and 
^ open Fads, contefted, would long ago have 
" excited Us to Ihew our Refentment, had not 
" the innate Goodnefs of the Houfe oif Auftriay 
** and other Confiderations, with refpcft to Holy 
** Church, prevented Us. And we would wil- 
lingly continue yet further to manifeft our Pa- 
tience, however provokM from the Beginning 
*^ of our Imperial Reign, were any longer For- 
" bearance to vindicate our own Rights, and 
** the Rights of the Empire, excufable, or could 
** We in fo doing be juftified to God and to 
" Pofterity. But now, being urg'd to the con- 
** trary, by the Laws Divine and Humane, Right, 
•*Reafon, the Law of Nations, and other 
^* Principles of Juftice and Piety. 

Having all chefe for our Support, and be- 
ing mindful of the Capitulation to which we 
fwore, and of the Imperial Conftitutions ; ha- 
ving alfo taken the Advice of our Privy-Coun- 
" fellors, and of our whole Imperial Aulick 
Council, and alfo confulted foreign Theo- 
logilb, and Men learnM in the Canon and 
" and Civil Laws ,• in Defence of our own and 
" the Empire's Rights. 

" We declare, that the above inferred Dccla- 
'^ration is void> null, and of no EHcd; and 

D 5 ^^ tb 
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f* that the Excommunicatipn therein cxprcfsM, 
** or any other of tlie like Nature, that is or 
*^ can be pretended, ought to be deemM invalid, 
" there being no Grounds for it, becaufc it evi- 
^* dently appears to have been, and to be dc- 
^ ficient of the Caufes requifite, namely, mor* 
^* tal Sin, Contumacy in a notorious Error, pre- 
** vious Citation of the Perfons concerned, &c. 
** and becaufe the Declaration of the Court of 
** Rome appears as evidently not to tend to the 
*^ Defence of the Lord's Inheritance, but to the 
" abfolute Ufurpation of the Imperial Rights 
*^ over the Dutchies of Parma and Placemia. 

*^ And forafmuch as \\s the Opinion of the 
*' Holy Fathers and Councils, that the Cenfures 
*^ of the Church are not tremendous to thofe on 
*^ whom, but to thofe by whom they are un juftly 
** inflifted. We leave it to Almighty God, the 
^* Judge of all Fleft, and Searcher of Hearts, 
*^ and to every unbiafs'd Man, to weigh and 
^^ determine, what Judgment ought to be made 
*^ of the Complaint of the Clergy, who ftop'd 
*^ their Ears, when the Enemies of \JSy and the 
*^ Sacred Roman Empire, did, in the Provinces 
*^ of Germany and Italyy and even in the Pope's 
" Territories, opprefs at their Difcretion, and 
** barbaroufly mifufe the Minifters of God and 
*^ the Church ; but rofe up with Outrage againft 
*' Us, and the moft Serene and Potent Prince 
** Charles III, King of Sfain^ againft the King- 
•* dom of Naples J and the Duke of Savoy y as foon 
•* as ever the Favour of Heaven Ihone fo prof- 
" peroufly on oi-r juft Caufe, that Naples^ with 
•* the other Parts of opprcfs'd balyy and the 
" Spanifh Netherlanisy were miraculoufly wref- 

" ted 
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** ted out of the powerful Hands of our Enc- 

*^ mies. 
" Further, for the perpetual Memory of the 

** Thing, we do by Virtue of thefe Prefents 
declare, and moil effedually, fo far as is 
needful, proteft, that no Right whatever, 
much lefs .the dired and fupream Dominion 

*^ over Parma and Placemia, has been or can be 
yielded by Us to the Roman See ; but that on 
the contrary, we firmly referve and confirm to 
Ourfelves and the Sacred Roman Empire, in 
the beft Form and Manner, all and fingular 
the Supream Dominions, by whatever Name 
they are call'd, which, to the Prejudice of 
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*^ are now ufurp'd ; Annulling, abolifliing, caf- 
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fing, all unlawful Pofleffions and Pretenfions, 
except fuch as out of the Imperial Generofity 
and Munificence have been exprefly transfer'd 
^^ to the forefaid See ; and dcjclaring them to be 
null, unjuft, and invalid, the more becaufe 
** whatever has by any Colour of feparate Au- 
thority been publickly or privately taken from 
the Imperial Majefty, or could not be alie- 
nated by the Emperor himfelf without the 
** due Forms, does of courfe fall to the Ground. 
In like Manner we do moft folemnly and 
particularly deny the pretended Power of the 
Court of Rome over the Rights and Secular Ef- 
tates of a third Perfon, and which the Pontifical 
Bulls prefume to exerdfe ; feeing thofe Bulls are 
* neither valid in this Refpedk, nor fo received, 
** by whatever Names they are dignified j and 
*^ neither can nor ought to bind Us and the 
*' Roman Empire : Nor do We admit, or can 

D ^ *' We 
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*^ We allow any fuch Power in the foremen-* 
'^ tion'd Court, as that by which they attempt 
^* to oafs or annull what We by Virtue of our 
^* Imperial OiEce and Authority difpofe and 
^* ordain. Not doubting but the Diet of the 
^ whole Empire, and all its Eleftors Princes^ 
^^ States, Vaflals and Subjefts, will adhere to 
^* Us ef&ftually with their Advice and Affif- 
^^ tance, when the Exigency and Circumftances 
^^ of Aft'airs require. 

Wp do again therefore, with a clear Mind, 

and upon found and mature Advice, and in 
*^ the Plenitude of our Imperial Power, by thefe 
*^ Prefents publickly declare, contradid, abolifli, 
*^ cafs, and proteft all that is before fpecificd, 
^^ in the moft folemn Form and Manner poffible, 
^' annulling and adjudging to be void and unjuft, 
*^ whatever in the fore-recited Declaration,either 
^^ in the Form or Matter of it, is exprefs'd or may 
^' feem to be meant to the Prejudice of our own 
^•' Rights and thofe of the Sacred Reman Empire, 
^' or even to the Prejudice of our Minifters, 
" Commiffioners , Soldiers , or other Perfons 
^ whatfoever. 

^^ We forbid likewife all and Angular Eccle- 
*^ fiaftical and Secular VafTals, Minifters, and 
*^ Subjeds of Us and the Empire, whether in 
^' the Territories of the Church, the Dutchies 
«' of Parma and Placemiay or elfewhere, on the 
^^ Penalty of incurring the heavieft Indignation 
^ of Us and the Empire, Confilcation of Eftate, 
^ and corporal Punifliment, to have any regard 
in any Cafe to any thing contained in the fore- 
^^ faid Declaration j promifing our Imperial 
f Protedion and Clemency to the Faithful and 

• "Obe- 
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** Obedient : And therefore we Ihall inMue Man- 
ner warn the Duke of Partnay to acknowledge, 
with refped to Parma and Placemiay no other 
*' Dominion than that of Us and of the faid 
King of Spain our deareft Brother, as being 
the lawful Lords and Poffeflbrs refpedively of 
the Dutchy of Mian ; the rather becaufe 'tis 
evident on other Accounts that he is juftly 
bound to be refponfible to Us for our own and 
^^ the Sacred Roman Empire^s Rights. 

" Laflly, we befeech the Almighty and juft 
^' God, to endue all Mankind with an ardent 
*^ and fincere Love of honeft, faithful, and per- 
petual Peace and Concord ; and to grant to 
Us his Grace, to enable Us to defend with 
G)nflancy and Fortitude whatever belongs to 
Us and the Sacred Empire; acknowledging 
with moft humble Gratitude, that whatever is 
Cafars came from the Divine Majefty ; and 
** profeffing by this publick Declaration, and 
*' repeated Protefiation ajid Refervation, re- 
lating to the Temporal Pofleffions and Rights 
of the Empire, that nothing can belong to 
any Perfon whatever, except what has been 
confirmed to .them by the exprefs Confent of 
our Predeceflbrs and of the Empire; and par- 
ticularly that no Perfon can rightfully have, 
claim, or aflume, any Supream Temporal 
*' Dominion belonging to the faid Empire. De- 
" daring in the moft folemn, firm, and effedual 
"Manner poffible, all and fingular Things, 
" done or thought to be done to the contrary, 
" to be V9id and null, now as then, then as 
^ npw, and for ever ; by Virtue of thefe Pre- 

^' fents. 
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•* fents, fubfcrib'd with our own Hand, and 
^ corroborated with our own Imperial Seal. 

Done in our City of Vienna the 26th Day of 
June in the Tear of our Lord 1708, the igth 
of our Roman, the 2 ifl of our Hungarian, 
mid the 4th of our Bohemian Reign. 

JOSEPHUS. 

(L. S.) Vt. Frid. Car. Q)unt. de Schoenhm. 
By the exfi'efs Command of his Sacred Imperial Majefiy. 

Fr. Win. de Bertram. 



It was thought proper to publifh the two 
Pieces above inferted, becaufc Recourfe mull 
be had to them hereafter for explaining the Sen- 
timents of Alberoni and King Philips when the 
Emperor offers the latter the Inveititure of the 
Dominions of Parma. We return to Alt?eroni. 

When the Duke of Vendofm returned to France^ 
he took his dear Abbot along with him to 
Court, where his Charafter was well known be- 
fore. The Duke took the firft Opportunity to 
recommend him to the King, and excited the 
Monarch's Curiofity to fee him. In a Word, 
Albermi was introduced by his Patron to that 
Great Prince, who received him very graci- 
oufly. 

Marflial Vtlkroy had no better Succefs in Flan-- 
ders than in ItMyj yet his Misfortunes ferv'd 
only to make a greater Difcovery of his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty s high Efteem for him, and 
the pcifeS Confidence he rcpos'd in him ; and 

thefe 
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ttefe too fcemM to incrcafe more and more, which 
was as honourable for the Monarch as the Fa- 
vourite. The Duke of Vendofm being fent into 
the Netherlmdsy to command the Troops which 
were put into Diforder by their laft Defeat, and 
to re-eftablifli Things upon a good Footing, 
had need of all the Skill he was Mafter of; and 
therefore refolv'd to gain as much Time as he 
could, being convinced that he ought to run no 
Rifque, and that he need only Encamp and 
Decamp, in order to cover the Frontiers and 
baiHe all the Defigns of his Enemies. He got 
dear of all Dangers, and without receding from 
the Flan he had laid, the Campaign was ended, 
and the Duke of Vendofm was faid to have ac- 
quitted himfelf like an able General. 

The King, who was as generous to the Offi- 
cers whom Fortune frownM on, as he was juft 
to thofe on whom (he fmil'd, gave the Duke 
of Vendofm fhining Marks of his Efteem and 
Good Will ; and his Highnefs was as ready to 
give Abbot Alberoni a fliare therein ; for he pre- 
fented him to the King, with a Recommenda- 
tion fuitable to the Efteem he had for him, fct- 
ting him forth as a Perfon of a fuperior Genius, 
and capable of the greateft Trufts; and he 
thought it was no Diminution, either of his 
own Honour, or of the Gratitude which the. 
King returned him for his good Condu6t, to con- 
fefs that he ow'd his good Fortune to the ju- 
dicious Councils of his Dear Abbot ; which 11- 
luftrious Teftimony of his Merit, paid by a 
Prince fo judicious and clear fighted, gain'd the 
Abbot the Efteem of that Monarch, who ge- 
tieroufly granted him a confide table Feniion. 

Thus 
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Thus flood the Fortune of Abbot Alberoni to-^ 
wards the end of the Year 1707. Next Year 
he retum'd into Flanders with his Patron ; but 
then was not the Time to affift him with his 
Councils, for the Duke of Vendojm had with 
him the Dukes of Burgundy and Berrjy who 
would have all Things done as they lifted ; but 
the Campaign was fo fatal to the Caufe of the 
two Crowns, by the Lofs of Liflcy Bruges and 
Ghent \ the Retreat of the Duke of Bavaria 
from Brujfels ; the Excurfions of the Confederate 
Parties as far as the Frontiers o( Picardy, where 
they fettled Contributions; and laftly, by the 
Return of the Pretender from his unfuccefsful 
Attempt upon Scotland; that the King o( France 
began to be in eameft for a Peace, and for that 
purpofe fent one of his principal Minifters to 
the Hagucy where were prefent the Minifters of 
all the Powers then at War againft France and 
Sj^ain, 

During this Alberoni kept clofe with the Duke 
of Vendofm^ who retired to his Caflle of Anet, 
yielding his Poft in Flanders to the Marfhals de 
Villars and Boufflersy who, notwithftanding all 
their Bravery and Experience in the Art of War, 
■were forc'd to leave to Prince Eugene and the 
Duke o( Marlborough the Glory of this Campaign, 
which coft France the Lofs of the famous Battle 
of Blavety and of the ftrong Towns of Tour- 
naj and Mons. 

King Fhilify whofe Interefts his Grandfather 
pretended laft Year to abandon, but rather to 
facrifice them to thofe of Francey got the better 
in Cataloniay retook the Kingdoms of Valencia 
and Arragony and hem'd up all the Forces of die 
Archduke and his Allies in the Province of Cit- 

I talma i 
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tahnia ; where he would have ftreightenM them 
exceedingly, had it not been for M- Seijfoiis De- 
fcent at CettCy fix I-eagues from Agde. This 
Landing of the Enemy in a Province where nei- 
ther Englijhy Germans^ nor Dutch^ had been feen 
for many Ages, fpread a general Pannick i it 
being reported, that 4000 Men were landed, 
tho' they were fcarce above 7 or 800. The In- 
tendant Bafvilk and the Duke of Roquelaure 
difpatchM an Exprefs immediately into Rouffil- 
Ion to the Duke of Noaillesy who arrivM two 
Days after at MontpeUiery and was foIlow*d next 
Day by a Detachment of 1000 Horfe, each 
carrying a Foot Soldier behind, while Troops 
advanced with great Diligence from other Parts 
to the Relief of Languedocy which was univer- 
fally alarm'd. Upon this the Enemy's General 
reimbark'd very filently, and put to Sea without 
the Lofs of a Man. This trifling Expedition 
was the Caufe of the Rout at Almtnara i for the 
Duke of Noailles being informM that the Ene- 
my's Fleet threatened a Defcent, did not dare to 
(lir in Roujjlllon ; and this gave King Chalks an 
Opportunity to reinforce his Army, which was 
march'd in queft of King Philips. This Prince 
attributing his ill Fortune to his Generals Want 
of Experience, fent the King his Grandfather 
an Account of the Defeat at Almenara, and dc- 
fir'd him to fend him the Duke of Vendcfm. He 
loft another Battle three Weeks after, under the 
very Canon of Saragoffa ,• which obliged him to 
fend again for the Duke of Vendojm ; to which 
the French King confented the fooner, becaufe 
the Conferences at Geitruydenberg being juft broke 
otfi he was refolv'd to fuccour Spain effedually; 
and indeed, never bad his Catholick Majefty. 

more 
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more need, for his whole Army was ruinM by 
the Lofs of above 3000 kill'd, and near 6000 
Prifoners. The Allies improving their Viftory 
as much as poffible, advancM by great Marches 
towards the Heart of CafiiOe ; and King Philip 
being in no condition to oppofe them, fubmit- 
ted to his Fortune, which feem'd to delight in 
perfecuting him : Therefore, after giving the 
neceflary Orders to carry off all he could from 
Madrid, and to reinforce his Army by Detach- 
ments from divers Places, as Efiremadura, Ga-* 
licia, Andaloujiay Roujjillm and Guieme, he aban- 
doned Madridy and retired with the Queen, the 
Royal Family and Councils, to ValladGlidj where 
the Kings his Predeceffors had not refided for a 
long time. What a fad Sight was it to fee a 
Prince fo worthy to reign, and fo dear to his Peo- 
ple, forc'd to fly in Diforder, attended only by 
a few Loyal Subjefts, who facrific^d their All for 
a Part in his Troubles*and Misfortunes ! 

King Philip had not left Madrid above a 
Week, but General Stanhope came and took PoP- 
feffion of the City for King Charles^ who in a 
few Days after entered it in Triumph. In the 
mean time the Duke of Noailles arrived at Ver'^ 
failleSy where in a Grand Council he gave fuch 
a fad Account of the lamentable Condition of 
the King of Spain's Affairs, as confirmed the 
moft Chriftian King in his Refolution to fend 
bis Grandfon a powerful Supply ; and accor- 
dingly 36 Batallions and 28 Squadrons were de- 
tacn d from the Army in Dauphiny for Spain^ 
The Duke of Fendofm, who was appointed to 
fave that Kingdom, arrived at Val/adolid, where 
he found King Philip in the midft of many Dif* 
couragements, but yet not defpairing. 'Tis^ fo 

€afy 



Cardinal Alberoni, 47 

cafy to judge how well the Duke was received, 
that the Reader need not be told. 

As foon as he undertook the Management of 
Affairs, the whole Scene was changed at once. 
King Philip and moft of his Council were for 
drawing a great Detachment from the Army 
which the Marquefs Je Bay commanded on the 
Frontiers of Portugaly to fupply thofe which 
were loft at the Battle of Saragojfa, and the 
Marquefs de Bay had already made a Motion 
towards TruxiUo to facilitate the March of that 
Detachment- But the Duke of Vendofm was of 
another Opinion ; and wifely judging, that if 
the Portuguefe were not kept in Awe, the Army 
which was with King Charles at Madrid and T^ 
kdo might be eafijy joined by that in Eflrema- 
dura, he fent Orders to the Marquefs de Bay to 
give the Portuguefe (o much Employment, thac 
they might have Reaibn to rejed the Solicita** 
tions of King Charles and the Confederate Mi^ 
nifters, who were very urgent to be join'd by 
their whole Army, or at leaft by a great De- 
tachment from it : But the wife Precaution of 
the Spanifb General was the Reafon they could 
obtain neither the one nor the other ; and it 
may be faid, 'twas this firft Difpofition of the 
Duke de Vendofm^ that kept King Philip on the 
Tbtone ,- for during the time which the Aliies^ 
fpent in foliciting die King of Portugaly King- 
Philip's Army was reinforced by Detachments 
from Navarre, Valenciay Arragon, Bifcay and Rouf-' 
Jilfmj ^nd by the Militia, which were rais'd with 
the utmoft Diligence. And now King Charles 
found himfelf too weak to go and attack this 
new Army, wliich was adyantagioufly incamp'd, 
and commanded by a General who made all his 
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Glotv and Reputation to depend on retrieving 
the Afiairs of a Prince, who did not deferve the 
ill Treatment he had met with from blind Foi> 
tune. 

Abbot Alkeroni naturally lovM the Noife and 
Hurry of Arms and a Camp-Life, fo that he 
would certainly have taken this Occasion to fol- 
low the Duke of Vendofm to Sfairiy though bis 
Attachment to the Perfon of his illuftrious Pa- 
tron had not drawn him. Fortune, who con- 
dufted him by degrees to that high Poft he is 
now arrived at, took care to make him pafs thro' 
the whole Study of Politicks : He learnt the 
Art of Negotiations under the Count Roncoveri 
at the Duke of Vendofm s ; and he made himfelf 
a compleat Proficient therein, by exercifing it 
himfelf afterwards, and joining to his Praftice 
all the Refledions which a delicate and pene- 
trating Genius did not fail to fuggeft him upon 
all Occafions i and becoming the Favourite of a 
Prince, as great by his Birth, as by his excellent 
Qualities, he learnt by Experience what fawn- 
ing Courtiers were capable of doing ; how far 
by confequence a Minifter might give Ear to 
them ; and how much he ought to be on his 
Guard againft their pernicious Flattery : In a 
Word, under a valiant King, and under a Ge- 
neral of confuramate Experience, he informed 
himfelf of all Things relating to War, in what 
confifts the chief Qualification of a good Gene- 
ral, on what depends the Succefs of his Under- 
takings, which way to turn Events to the beft 
Advantage, how far Refentment ought to be 
carried againft a vanquifli'd Enemy, and how 
People, whofe Country happens to be the Seat 
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of War, ought to be treated in order ro engage 
them to cOQtiniie faithful to their Prirce. 
! The firft Succefs after the Duke of Pei!d</?n's 

Arrival in Spam was the Retreat of King Chariet 
and his AUies, who quitted Mudnd and Takda 
to recover Qitalonia : The' that Prince was. fo' 
little a while Mafter of the Capital of Cafiillet 
yet it was long enough in his Hands to convince 
j him by fad Experience, that the Hearts of the 
People were for his Competitor, and chat if he 
had not come as he did at the Head of a Tri- 
umphant Army, he would not in all Appearance 
have had fo flattering a Reception. I^Ieverdie- 
lefs he pcrfuaded himlelf, that the Arragonefe and 
thole of the Kingdom of Valencia would alter 
their Sentiments in his Favour, but it was non 
thought convenient to give him time to try their 
Fidelity. 
I Bribuega is a fmail City of Nem Cajlil/e, i a 

Leagues from Madrid ; which has no FortiJica- 
\ tion but a llrong Wall and an old CalUe. The 
Conlcderate Army, which was divided into.fc- 
' vcral imall Bodies, rctir'd by (hort Marches to- 
[. wards Arragon, leaving General Stanhope at Bri- 
I hiuga with eight Squadrons, and as many Eatta- 
1 lions Englijh, as well to form a Rear-Guard, as 
to cover his Retreat. The Duke of Vendafmi 
who was with King Phitip at GuadiiLixara, five 
\ Leagues from Brihuega^ being informed of this, 
; put himfelf at the Head of a Dccachraenc of 
I Grenadiers and Cavalry, and march'd to block 
\ up the Englifh, while King Philip advanc'd with 
the reft of his Army, confiftingof 32 Batallioiis, 
and 80 Squadrons, as complcat and in as good 
Condition, as if they were jult come out of | 
^^JVinter-Quarters. This Army came up juft as 
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the Dakc of Vendnfm was preparing to attack 
the Town, which he took Sword m Hand» not- 
withftandifig the brave Refiftance of General 
StanlKpe, who difputed his Ground from Houfe 
to Houfe, and from one Street to another. The 
Garrifon had no foon«r furrender'd Prifoncrs of 
War, but the Dufcc of l^etidnfm KceWA certafn ■ 
Advices, that the Count de Starcmbei-g was but - 
three Quarters of a League from Brihuega. 
This General being already arriv'd at Cifuentes 
with all the Artillery, and hearing the Danger 
which the Englifl} were in, haftcd immediately 
to their Afliltance, but could not arrive foon 
enough ; and what was worfe, could not go 
back, for if he had attempted ic, the Duke of 
Vendofm, who was infinitely fuperior in all Re- 
fpefts, would not have fufier d him ,■ therefore ma- 
king the bell of a bad Game, he raiig'd his 
Army, confiftingof j 6 Battalions and 30 Squa- 
drons into two Lines. The Valour and Intre- 
pidity of this Able General occafion'd the Battle 
of Villa Vkiofa, or rather Brihuega, in the fight 
of is^ich Town it was fought. Both Sides pre- 
tended ro the Vidory, infomnch that 'cis faid 
of the Count de Storemhrg, that he loft the Bat- 
tle without being beaten ; and of the Duke of 
yemhfm, that he gaiii'd a Viflory which coll 
more than 3 Defeat. Be that as it will, the Al- 
lies retir'd, and continued their Rour towards 
ArragBu, where they did not Hay long ; while 
the Prifoners taken at Brihuega were carried to 
moft of the Towns in the Hands of Ring 
Philip. 

While the Duke of V&idofm was thus happily 
retrieving King Philip's Affairs, he did not leave 
AhhozAlberm altogether iiiiemploy'd ; for know- 
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ing his Talent of Infinuation and Peri^afion, he 
fent him to the feveral Cities of thejK.ingdoms 
of Valencia and Arragoity to fift the Difpofitions 
of the People^ and to confirm thofe in their Loy- 
alty whom he found to be wavering : Alberoni 
. difcharg'd his Comihiffion fo well, as fully anr* 
*' 1 fwer*d the Duke's Wifhes ; for it muft be oWn'di 
* ' ' that Was to his cunning Infinuations^ to his 
nice Inquiries, and to \As preffing Solicitation^ 
that King Philip owes the Prefervation of part 
of Arragon and the Kingdom of Valencia^ wher6 
King Charles had fo many Emiflfaries, who us'd all 
Ways and Means to incline the Inhabitants (wh<J 
are naturally changeable and fond of new Maf-« 
ters) to a Revolt, that he would undoubtedly 
have made a fatal Breach in the Duke of Vett* 
iofms Defigns. 

The Duke had gained fuch a large Shate ot 
King Philif*s Eftcem and Confidence, that he 
had the chief Sway at his Court from the firft 
Moment he arriv a tihere ; every thing was regu-» 
lated by his Counfels, and Employs were diftrx« 
buted at his Recommendation. The PrinceH^ 
of Vrfinesy an imperious Favourite, if ever therd 
was one in the World, could not bear to fee 
her Authority in the Hands of another Perfon^ 
whom Ihe treated as a Stranger, and whenever 
the Duke of Vendofm came to Court, (he had 
fome Indifpofition at Command, which fervM as 
a Colour for her Abfence : And the Duke on 
the other hand confider-ing, that his Services had 
juftiy recommended him to the Preference, tho^ 
he had not deferv'd it by his Birth and Rank^ 
treated her with IndifferencCj and did not fcruple 
to fay of hcri l^hat he thought it firange^ the Ai^ 
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we of a IVoman Jl)Ould be taken if^ Affairs 'which rt 
did' not belong to a Woman to know. 

This Mifunderftanding was alfo to the Ad- 
vantage of Abbot Alberoni ^ for the Duke his 
Mailer having Occafion for a Perfon whom he 
could conjfide in at Court, he introduced him 
tjhere fcveral times, gave him fome CommifEons 
which made him known to the King, and like 
a generous Patron never fail'd to boaft to his 
Majefly of the Services his Favourite had done 
the Government upon all Occafions. 
■ Fortune, who fports with Mankind, was 
pleasM in an Inftant to change the Scene of Af- 
fairs^ by laying two Princes in the Duft, on 
whofe Lives the whole feemM hitherto to de- 
pend. The Small Pox carry'd off the Dauphin 
and the Emperor Jcfeph almoft at one and the 
fame time. TJie Death of the latter would in 
all probability difarm the Enemies of King 
Philip y whofe Pretence "for taking up Arms, 
and difputing the Monarchy of Spain with hini, 
was the Fear of Exorbitant Power, if the two 
Crowns of France and Spain fhould ever come 
to be united on one Head. 

The Reunion of the Spanijh Monarchy to the 
Hereditary Countries of Gennanyy to which King. 
Charles now became Succeflbr, added to the 
Imperial Crown, which had been fo long as it 
were annexed to the Houfe of Auftria^ and which. 
feem*d infeparable from it, as Affairs now flood, 
without caufing greater Troubles j this Reunion,. 
I fay, gave Birth to another Fear almoft equal 
to the Apprehenfion which the Notion of a Re- 
union of the Kingdoms of France and Spain had 
caused over all Europe, and put the feveral Po- 
tentates upon ferious Reflexions. In the mean 

time 
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time the ticklifli Conji.ndure of Affairs did not 
permit the Eleftion of a new Emperour to be 
delayed ; and this laft Con/idcration was fo im- 
portant, that it prevaird over all Inconveni- 
ences in the Way, which were then proposed to 
be remedied afterward. All the Allies therefore 
jointly prefs'd for an Eleftion. 

Charles VI, the only furviving Prince of the 
Auguft Houfe of Aufiriay was chofe unanfmoufly, 
and forthwith invited by the Eledcrs and tne 
whole Empire to come and take PoflefTion of 
the Imperial Crown, which he did accordingly. 

Queen Anne was one of the firft who entered 
into thefe Views ; and it appears, by what that 
Princefs did afterwards, that (he was fo forward 
to concur with the States General of the Uni- 
ted Provinces, in preffing the Eleftion of King 
Charles to the Imperial Crown, for no other 
End, but becaufe there would be then juft Rea- 
fons for concluding aWar, which had already 
lafted too long, and coft England and their 
High Mightinefles fo much Biood and Treafure. 
The Conned France^ always careful to improve 
every the leaft Opportunity, was not wanting 
in this j fhe feiit out ail her Emiflaries, and fa- 
crificed the little ready Cafti fee had left, to give 
a mortal Stab to the grand Alliance : She fuc- 
ceeded accordingly, and Mr. Menager^ xho no 
more than a Deputy of Conrimerce, deferv'd the 
Title of the Count of St. "John. - 

This Revoluti6n, no lefs aftonifhing than fud- 
den, changed the Face of Aflairs in England all 
at once ; for the Tories getting uppermoft, kept 
no Mcafures, biit turned the Whigs, their Anta- 
gonifts, out of all their Places, and found fault 
with every thing they did. Then they began to 

E 3 talk 



54 ^f Hiflory of 

jtalk openly of Peace ; and Mefficurs Menager 
and Prior appeared wkh Luftrc on the Th^atr^ 
of Negotiation : In fi word, Queen Anne en- 
terM into all the Views of France^ fubfcribM al^ 
her Preliminaries i and tho* two Years before 
fte broke off the Negotiations for a Peace, be-r 
caufe the King of France would not take upon 
himfelf to expel his Grandfon from ^^ain^ Ihe now 
confented, without the leaft Difficulty, to leave 
that Prince in quiet Pofleflion of his Crown, 
after flie had intended to dethrone him ; and to 
ftop the Mouths of all her Allies, Ihe was far 
tisfy'd with that Prince's Renunciation of the 
Pominions of France. 

This was the Plan upon which all the Confeder 
rates did at laft agree, tho' not without Regret^ 
to fend their Plenipotentiaries to Utrecht^ whicn 
the Queen had chofe for the Place of Congrefs, 
The Minifters, even of King Pbilipy were ad- 
mitted there after fpme Pifficulties, which were 
pbjefted only for Form fake, and to give Time 
to thofe of France and Engl^td, to aregulate moft 
of the Articles, relating to their Monarch. 

During thefe Negotiations, the War was car- 
ry-d on with Vigour on all Sides. The Duke 
pf Vmdofm being informed, by the Fr€nch Court, 
of all that was to be done at tftrecht, took all pof^ 
iible Care to improve the good Difpofitions of 
the £«g/^ Miniftry, who very frankly abanr 
don*d the Affairs of Catalonia. Abbot Alberoniy 
who never left the Duke, was privy to, and had 
a hand in al} Afiairsj and -tis even reported, 
that *twas he who inclin-d his Highnefc to make 
Peace with the Brincefs odJrfines. But be that as 
it will, the intriguing Prince(s fticwM the Abbot 
fome Marks of her Efteem, either with a view 



w 






cardinal Alberoni. '^S 

of managing him , becaufe of the Influence 
which he had over the Duke of Veadofm ; or, 
knowing the Exrenc of his Genius and Capa- 
city for the greatcfi Affairs, to make ufc of _ 
him in fome intricate Cafes. 

Notwithftanding AllieroHi feem'd to be fo 
much in Favour, even wich King Philipy that he 
gave him a ^■ery handfom Penfion, he had not 
Intereft enough to hinder the Duke of Parma^ 
his Sovereign being included in a Decree, 
which his Catholic Ma;'efiy caus'd to be pub- 
lifli'd againd tlie Republics of Vmke^ Genoa, 
and Lucca, who, as well as the Duke of Parma, 
had, by folemn Embaffies, own'd the new Em- 
peror as King oi Spam; King Phihf, by this 
I)ecree, forbad all Commerce with their Do- 
minions, and order'd their Minifters to retire. 
The Decree was notify 'd to the Refidents of 
thofc Powers at his Catholic Majefly s Court, 
with Orders to depart without Delay. Never- 
thelefs Abbot Alk'eotii, without being in the 
leaft difmay'd, undertook to plead the Caiife of 
the Duke of Parma-, he fhcw'd the King that 
rho' the Diike of Partms Fault was equal to 
that of the Republic's, in one Senfc, yet it did 
not deferve the fame Puniihment ; that the Pro- 
rccdings ot' the Commonwealths were the 
more blamcable, becaufe they had not the leaft 
Dependance on the Empire; and that they 
made fuch a Figure in Italy, that tliey needed 
not to tear the new Emperor's Refentment, be- 
caufe the other Allies, if caU'd upon, would 
always proteft them from his Indignation ; but 
that the Duke of Parma was fcarcc his own 
Malterj that the Empire form'd Pretcnfions 
iipon his Dominions ; that it was well known he 
£ 4 was . 
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was not in a Condition, at prefent, to make 
Refiftance ; that he was furroundcd by German 
Troops, which threatened him on all Sides, 
and laugh'd at his Proteftations, his Recourfe to 
the Holy See, and even the Thunder of the 
Vatican ,• and laftly, that if his Majefty would 
pleafe only to call to Mind what were the 
Duke's Difpofitions, and what he did while the 
Armies of France were 'm Italy^ he would be 
convinced, that if the Duke. had not been com- 
peird by a Superior Force, he would never have 
taken fuch a Step. Thefe Reafons were fo 
well approved, that the Marquefs of CaraiUiy 
the Envoy of Parmuy was permitted to remain 
at Court, tho' without a Charafter. 

The Duke of Vendefm wifely judging, that if, 
during the Negociations at Utrecht y a Blow 
fliouid be ftruck in Catalonia which might weak- 
en the Power of King Charles, the fame wou'd 
not fail to have a great Influence on whatever 
fliould be concluded there (Utretch) ;p relation 
to King Philip ; undertook the Siege of Cardona, 
a little, but ftrong Town, fituate near tte Cen- 
tre of Catalonia J i6 Leagues from Barcelona 
and 14 from T'erragona. He took the Town 
with eafe, but the Caflle making more Refif- 
tance, the Count de Staremberg had Time to 
come to ks Relief; and made his I^iipofitions 
with fo much Prudence and fo ^ froposy that 
he qblig'd the Count de Muret^ who commanded 
at the Si^ge, to retire from the Place, leaving 
behind him zooo of bis Men with all their Ar- 
tillery. 

This bad Succefs put an end to the Cam- 
paign , and was clofely followed by feveral 
Events, which tho' very reraarkablci we (hall 

only 
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only tunc at them, bccaufe our Abbot had no 
hand in 'em. Of this kind were the Occur- 
rences of the Campaign of 171 2 in the £otu- 
Countries. All Europe was aftonifliM at the Con- 
dud of the Englijh General who fucceededthe 
Duke of Marlborough ; and the moft refined Po- 
liticians confefs'd their Ignorance when they 
heard of the Retreat of the Englijh Troops, and 
their abandoning the Confederate Army, who 
were in a Condition to have carried the Alarm 
to the very Gates of Verfailks in that fame Cam- 
paign ; but Queen Anne^ or rather her Council, 
was of Opinion, that fuch Hoftilities would do 
more harm than good in that Jun&ure, and in 
their prefent Views. That Retreat, which will 
fcarce be credited by fuch as (hall read the Hif- 
tory of this long and bloody War, was follow- 
ed with the Rout at Denain, and the raifing the 
Siege of Landrecys all which did fo raife the 
dejcded Spirits of the Court of France, that her 
Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht began to be lefs 
tradable than they feem'd at firft. 

The Deaths of the Duke of Burgundy, the 
new Dauphin, of his Spoufe, and of his eldeft 
Son ; and the Danger in which was his fecond, 
the young Duke of AajoUy were Events which 
were the Caufe of as much Mourning and Afflic- 
tion in France, as the Affair of Denain admi- 
niiler'd Joy. Abbot Alheroni happened to be at 
Mcldrid with the Duke of Vendofm, when this fad 
News was brought thither. The Queen was moft 
ftulibly afflided for the Death ot the Dauphi- 
ncfs her Siller, and the King alfo gave pubUck 
D'^monftrations how much he regretted the 
Lofs of fo worthy a Brother, from whom the 
whole FreKch Nation expeded all their future 

liap- 
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Happinefs i an4 without lofs of Time his Ma- 
jefty held a Cabinet Council, to confider what 
was fit to be done in fo nice and important a 
Conjunfture. He was required to renounce, in 
the flrongeft and moft folemn Form, all his 
Rights to the Crown of Frame for himfelf and 
his Defcendants ,* and provided he would do 
this, fuch of the Allies as aded in Concert 
with France after the Death of the Emperor J^ 
fefb^ would let him remain in peaceable Poffeflion 
of Sfain and the itdiesj and ofler'd tp pwn him in 
that Quality. His Majefty well kn^w that he 
was belovM by moft of the Spaniards ; but^ he 
faw alfo on the other hand, that a great Nu^h 
ber of the Grandees followed the Intereft of his 
Rival ; and that he (hould be obliged to treat 
Cities, Provinces, and entire Kingdoms with 
the greateft Severity, to make them return to 
their Duty ; laftly, he was fenfible of the Dif- 
ference between ruling Frenchmen and Spaniards^ s 
Befides this, he confider'd that he might leave 
Spain to his Eldeft Son ; and that after having 
form'd him a Council of Regency, he might go 
and enjoy all his Rights in the Crown of France. 
The Duke of Vendof?n and M. le Bonac were 
the only Perfons whom the King call'd to his 
Cabinet to confult, which of the two Crowns 
he fhould chufe : At laft he c^me to a final Re- 
folutfon 'y and his Love to his Native Country 
prevailed over all the Obligations which he 
ow*d to the Spaniards, who had facrificed their 
Lives and Fortunes to maintain him on the 
Throne, upon which he had- To often totter 'd ; 
but News arriving on a fudden of the Recovery 
pf the young Duke of j4njouj obliged the Court 

to 
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to think of other Things than of his Succcffion 
to the Crown of Frame. 

Then it was thought neceftary to enable his 
Majefty to aft ofen/ively ; but upon Aft'urances 
from the Court of flvwie, that the Queen of 
England had engag'd to procure the Evacuation 
of Catalonia^ it was refolv'd to aft only on the 
Defenlive, and to hinder the Enemy from 
making any Progrefs. The Duke of Vetukfin, 
whom the late Changes at the Bench Court had 
detain'd at Madrid longer than ufual, fee out at 
length to difpofe all Things fot opening the 
Campaign ; but before he went, the King, as 
if he had fotefeen that Death wotild quickly de- 
prive him of the Opportunity of rewarding all 
the Services of this Great General, invented a 
very extraordinary Method to fliew him his ut- 
pioft Acknov/ledgments ; and this was by de- 
claring him a Prince of the Blood, and admit- 
ting him to all the Honours thereof. This De- 
claration was made with public Ceremony, and 
the Dake of I'mdofm was accordingly put in 
Pofleffion of the Hrft Rank. Then he took 
Leave of the Court to the great Satisfaftion of 
fcveral Perfons, whofe Authority he had been a 
great Check to. Abbot Alberont, who never 
left him, arriv'd with him in the Kingdom of 
p'dUntia, where Providence decreed to put an 
end to the Glorious Career of this Noble Pct- 
foaage, who was great Grandfon to Henry the 
Great, and the laft of that llluflrious Family; 
tor he left no Children by the Princefsof Conde, 
whom he marry'd before he fct out for Spain. 
He dy'd at Vinaroi the i ith of *jtirK 1712, uni- 
verfally regretted by the Officers and Soldiers 
pt both Nations, but clpecially by Abbot Al~ 
beroni 



^O l^he Hifiory of 



beroni his trufty Favourite, in whofe Hands he 
reposM his Jaft Will and Teftamenr, fetch'd his 
laft Breath in his Arms; and paid him his laft 
Devoirs, with a Sorrow that may be more ea- 
fily imagined, than J[ am able to defcribe. This 
was the firll Shock that Alheroni had met with, 
after Fortune had taken delight to carefs him, 
iWid therefore 'tis no wonder that it deeply af- 
kdi^A him. By this Fatal Stroke he faw all 
thofe Hopes, which be thought could not be 
better eftablifliM, untwifted in a Moment. Yet, 
without fuflfering his Courage to be caft down, 
he form'd divers Projefts, without keeping to one ; 
but being Mafter of all his Patrons Secrets, he 
refolvM to make the beft of 'em ; and the belt 
Expedient he could think of, was to make his 
Court thereby to the King of France. There- 
fore he took Poft and went direftly to VerfaiUeSy 
to give the King an Account how the Duke of 
Vendofm had left his Affairs, of the Projefts he 
had form'd, and the Meafures he had taken to 
fucceed. The gracious Reception he met with 
from that Great Prince, gave him Hopes of En- 
couragement, and confirmed him in the Opi- 
nion he had long entertain^, that the Duke of 
Vendofm had always fpoken well of him to the 
King. The Dutchefs Dowager of Vendofm was 
alfo highly pleas'd to fee the intimate Friend 
of one who was fo dear to her ; and as he had 
given it in Charge to Alberoniy to pay her his 
laft Farcwel, the Dutchefs affur'd him, that he 
fhould always find as good a Frfend in her, as 
he had met with in the Duke her Husband. 
The Satisfaftion which the King was plcas'd to 
exprefs in Abbot Alberoms Conduft, and the 
obliging Manner with which he received him, 

did 
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did at the fame time increafe the Number of 
his Friends, as is the way of aU Courts i and 
thofe who went to take their Leaves of him be- 
fore he went for Spairiy crowded again to his 
Levee, to aflure him of the Continuance of their 
Friendfhip, and. of their Readinefs to ferve him 
upon all Occafions. 

. Alberoni being always moft inviolably attached 
to the Intereft of that Prince whofe Subjed he 
was by Birth, he did not fail to give the Duke 
of Parma an Account of the State of his Af- 
fairs in Spain^ and of the Diipofitions which he 
left the Court in towards him. His Report, 
and his own Sentiments on tliat Head were 
the better recefv'd by the Duke his Mafler, be- 
caufe the Marquefs CarailU had not failM to in-- 
form the Court of Parma, that the Indulgence, 
fliew'd him by the Court of Madrid in revoking 
the Order which had been figniiied to him^s well 
as the Envoys of Genoa and J/enice^ todepart 
his Majefty's Dominions, was to be attributed 
to the Inftances and Negociations of Abbot AI-- 
beroni. The Duke of Parma being perfwaded. 
of Alberonts Influence over the Pcrfons who 
had moft frequent Accefs to King Phiiip, and 
over his Majefty too, after the Duke of Ven" 
dofm had made him known to him in fuch a 
Way, as could not but render him mpft agree- 
able to his Ma/etty, was refolv'd to fena the 
Abbot to Spain, and to commit the Care of his 
Interefts to him, a CommiiOSon which no other 
Perfon could diicharge better than he* 

While the Duke took this into Confidera- 
tion, the Duke of OJfuna was arrived at Paris, 
and preparing to fet out for the Cohgrefs ac. 
Utrecht on the Part of King Philip } tho' tbetc 

was 
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was not the leaft Ncceffity for that Miniiicr^s 
being at the Debates, fincc the Britfjb Miniftry 
and the Court of France^ after long and fccrct 
Negotiations, had already fettled the Interefts 
of King Philips to whom the Britijh Miniftry 
was fo gracious and complaifant, that they did 
as it were force the Court of Vienna to confent 
to the Treaty for the Evacuation of Catalonia ; 
which was concerted between the Courts of 
Madridy Verfailles and London : So that the Duke 
of Ojfuna^ and his Colleague the Marquefs di 
Montekone had fcarce aiiy Bufinefs at Utrecht^ bat 
to laugh in their Sleeves at the Conferences of 
the Prench and Englijh Plenipotentiaries, to fign 
the Treaties, and to fcattcr the Metal of Peru* 

Alberoni^ who was not out of the Secret^ 
would have been extremely fond of this Oppor- 
tunity to He this Congrefs, and to get an Acquain- 
tance ^ith ib many illuftrious Politicians, as 
compost it. He was known to the Duke of 
Ojfunay and might eafily have obtained this Fa* 
vour of hinj, but he was obliged to wait the 
Orders of his Mafter the Duke of Parma^ which 
at length he receivM, and faw with Plcafurc, 
that he was obliged by his Commiflion to return 
to the Country whither Fortune called him. In 
the mean time the Peace of Utrecht was con- 
cluded ,- whereby Spain and the Indies were to 
remain to King Philips upon his figning an Au- 
thentick Renunciation, drawn up in the moft 
folemn Form, of all his Rights and ?retenfions 
to the Gown of '^rancey both for himfelf and his^ 
Defcendants for ever. 

Thus an End was put to that bloody Waiv 
which the Allies entered into with no ether 
View but to keep the Crown of France from* 

being 
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being evec fet upon that Prince's Head, and 
which rhcy had carried on, during twelve ifeacs^ 
with an amazing Series of happy Siicceflc^ 
ViiSories, and Coiiquefts on all Sides. Tlic <hi- 
ly Courts, which could not be reconcil'd, were 
thofe of l/ieuna and Madrid ; but to extinguifh 
the Flame of War betwixt them as much as 
pofTible, a Treaty was agreed on for the Eva- 
cuation of Catalvnia ; whereby the Empcrtw 
oblig'd himfelf to fend home the Emprefs and 
all the Troops he had beyond Sea, and to de- 
liver up that Prindpality, with the Kingdom 
of Majvrca and the lile of Tvka, to King Phil^. 
The Queen of England and the King of Frxtut 
were Guarantees of its Execution ; and the Em- 
peror, with whofe Minificrs the whole was corv- 
certed, tho' fccretly, ratify 'd it after fome Ob- 
jeftions made for Form fake. This being done, 
the Treaty was immediately font to BaicetmOy 
where the EogUJh Admiral was to fee it put in 
Execution, which is a Point not neccfl'ary ^rus 
to inquire into here ; and as it would be 
alfo too great a Digreflion, we refer the Exa- 
mination of it to the moll leading Men in bodi 
Nations. 

While the Armies and Fleets of FraiKt and 
^ain were preparing to reduce the Catalam ro 
the Obedience of King Philip, the whole King- 
dom of Spain was all on a fudden plunged in the 
deepeft Sorrow, tor a Lofs which Ibe then tlioughc 
could never be fufficiently repaired. 

It was now twelve Years and half that King 

fi/ip had been marry'd to his Queen, Mori* 

Louifii Gaifriela, Princefs of Sitvoy, and Daughter 

of his Royal Higiinels the Duke. The Reign 

of 
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of this Princefs had been one continual Series of 
Troubles, which gave her incxpreffible Anxiety, 
and which fhe neverthelefs concealed from the 
Public, with a Greatnefs of Soul above her Sex ; 
but humane Nature fufier'd all the while, which 
rendered her Conftitution very fickly, and (he 
contraded a languifhing Diftemper, which 
brought her to her Death Bed the 14th of 
February 171$^ at the Age of 25 Years and 
half. 

By the Troubles that happened while £he was 
upon the Throne of Spainy flie was twice oblig- d 
to abandon her Royal Palace, and the Capital 
of her Kingdom, to roam in fome diftant Pro- 
vince; fhe had the Mortification to fee the 
Duke of Savoy, her Father, join with thofe that 
were Enemies to her tottering Crown ; (he was. 
continually regretting the Abfence of the King 
her illuftrious Confort, who exposM himfelf at 
the Head of his Armies to the fame Dangers 
as private Soldiers ; neverthelefs it muft be (aid, 
that being heartened and affifted by the com- 
fortable and wife Councils of her dear Favou- 
rite the Princefs of Urfines, (he alone contributed, 
more than any Body, to raife the Spirits of her 
Subjeds, which droop'd at the leaft ill Afpcd 
of Fortune, to keep the Government in Order,, 
and to revive the Zeal and Loyalty of the; 
People. She had a certain Tendemefs, which 
was very natural and general, for all Perfons o£ 
her own Nation, and readily proteded themj 
fo that we are not to wonder that fhe confer'd 
Marks of her Efteem upon Abbot Alberoni^ 
who had been fuch an entire Favourite with the 
Duke of Vendofnty as could not but diitinguifh 
him from a vaft Number of Quacks^ who have 

no 
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no Introducer but a brazen Forehead, and com^' 
roonly no Qualifications, but a great Stock of 
Impudence.' and Ignorance. 

\k/^^jro«/, .who knew all the great Qualities oi 
that lUuftrious Princefs to Perfeftion, fincerely la- 
mented her Lofs ; but like a skilful Politician^, 
who fails not to find his Advantage in the leaft 
Events, he foon thought how to make a good 
Ufe of this. The firA Impreffions are generally 
the firongeil and the mofl difficult to be defac'd ; 
fo the firft Negotiations, in which Abbot Al-^ 
beroni had been employed, were againft the 
Houfe of AuJiriUy in Favour of ^ain ; and the 
Antipathy which he then conceiv'd againft that 
potent Family, increased in proportion, as the 
Intereft of Sf^in became dearer to him, and in- 
fenfibly turned into a fort of Hatred, w;hich di- 
reded all his Thoughts^ Defigns and Views- 

The Age and Conftitution oif the Royal 
Widower, together with the State of his Afiairs, 
m^de it very reafonabie to believe that he could 
not flay long without a fecond Match. Alie^ 
roni being induftrious to embarrafs the Houfe oi 
Aufiria^ and tO aggrandize the Duke of Parma^ 
his Waller, imaginU thaf an Alliance between 
King Philif .and the Farnefe Family would fur- 
ni{h his Catholic Majefty with one Opportuni-" 
ty more to revive, and even to improve thofb 
Rights, which Endeavours were us^d to flrip 
him of, by the Peace of Utrecht^ and the Treaty 
of Evacuation and Neutrality. Fortune, oc 
rather Providence, inipir'd him with this 
Thought, which, when put in Execution, was 
to raife him to the higheft pitch of humane 
Grandeur. He firft laid down all the Confe- 
qiicnces^ and fpent fereral Days to digeit the 

F Fut\ 
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Plan of an Aflfair fo important, in which any 
other, befides himfelf, would have found infu- 
perable Difficulties. In fliort, the Queen dy- 
ing at a time when there was only one Lite, 
and that a fickly Infant, which kept the King 
of Spain from ftepping into the Throne of 
Francey King .Philif V feem'd obliged, by good 
Politics, to court no Alliances, but iiich as 
might bring him again in view of a Crown, 
which he had been oblig'd in the moft folemn 
manner to renounce. On the other hand, the 
fame good Politics prefcrib'd the Plan of another 
Match, which, by procuring a Peace, would 
have confirm^ the King on his Throne, and 
rcftor'd an inviolable Tranquility to his Domi- 
nions. This Alliance might have been contrac- 
ted, even with the Houfe of Aufiria, by the 
King's miarrying the eldeft of the Archdutcheffes, 
Daughters to the Emperor Leopold ; and it may 
juftly be faid in this Cafe, that the Pope, who 
was ever fo ftrongly attached to the Intcreft of 
the two Growns , was abandoned by his good 
Genius, iince he was more efpccially concerned 
to think of fo happy an Expedient as this, from 
which he wou'd have rcap'd one of the greatcft 
Advantages; for Italy would not have become 
the Seat of War ,• Sicily would, from that very 
Inftant, have returned' to the Obedience of 
Spain y fo that he would not have had the 
Trouble of being obliged to fend forth the ter- 
ribleThunder of the Vatican againft the Sicilians ; 
and, in a Word, he would have been certain of 
the gratefiil Returns of two Houfes, which te 
would not only have reconciled, but even dofe- 
ly united, after having taken care of their com- 
mon laterefts. The fong of Portugal, whom it 

fo 
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fo much concerns to be at good Terms with 
Sfaia, efpcciaUy when the latter is at P«cc, 
would certainly have been the Mediator of the 
faid Alliance; becaufc if a Sifter of bis Queen 
Confart fliouJd come to fit on the Throne of 
Sfoiti, it could nor but knit the Ties of a ftri^ 
Alliance between the two Stares more ftrongly 
than ever. 

AWermi dreaded nothing fo much, as to hear 
of thefe Thoughts entring into the Head, either 
of the Holy Father, or the King of Portugal; 
or, indeed, any other Power, who would not 
have fail'd to play all the fccret Springs ufual in 
the like Cafes, for the Succefs of a Projeft, the 
Coofequences of which would have been, (o ad- 
vantagious, not only to tiie P.ir.ccs concern 'd, 
but alfo to all Europe. He fiill diitover'd an 
Obltacle, which naturally Teent'd to him infur- 
mountable, and that was the Princcfs of Urjuit$. 
This haughty Woman, the dilUngwith'd Favou- 
rite of the late Qiiecn and King, i^w her Power 
fo increas'd after the Death of Inr Miilrcfs, that 
fhc thought nothing but the Thione above her. 
The King dedar'd her Governefs of the Ptinces, — 
^her Children, which gave her an Opportunity 
to fee the King every Day ; and (he endeavour 'd. 
to mitigate his Sorrow with all the Addrefe 
natural to Perfons of her Sex and Nation ; this 
occalion'd s Report, thac lifting her ambitious 
Views to the Throne, (he accommodated ber- 
fclf artfully to the King's Temper, and omitted 
nothing, that (he might infenAbly gain her 
Point; Mk)vm was one of the hdt that per- 
ceiv'd it, and look'd upon her, from that very 
loJlaot, as the grcate(l Check to his Deligns. 
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After having made all thefe Reflections, and 
confider'dhis Ptojedtinall its Views, he impar- 
ted it to the Duke of Pawta his Maftcr,- who, 
as may e^^ly he imagined, reaxlily gave into it. 
But after tome Refleftions, he . perceived aU 
the IntOHveniencies' of this Alliance, and the 
Troubles which it woiild undoubtedly raife, and 
therefore refolvM to keep the Afiair clofe in his 
Breaft, (ince it was only known to him and the 
Abbot Albercni. 

- Cardinal Giudiciy then Grand Inquifitor oF 
Sphfit^ was at the Head of all Aftairs ; the King 
relying upon his Abilities, did nothing but by 
his Advice ; and he feemM to be the iirft likely 
Perfon in the World whom Alberom ibould make 
his Court to for fecuring the Succefs of his Pro^- 
jed. Neverthelefs it was refolv'd that he fhould 
know iiothin|[ of the Matter, till they could not 
hide it from him ahy longer ; becaufe, as he had 
been always moil intimate with the Frincefs of 
Vrjmesyit was to be fear.'d, left they Ihoald unite 
to crois an Affair, the > iSoccefs of . whicli would 
bcHto-Wys for their Ifttereft ; bccaufe,^ as they 
wer6 ifc^uainted Hviih the King's natural Tem- 
per, fo they were not ignorant, that to get hist 
another Wife, erpccially fuch a- one as the Frin- 
cefs of Pama^ #hote Judgment , Vivacity, 
Knowledge of Af&its; and other eminent Qua- 
lities, they very well- knew, was to get them a 
Mifttefe of Underftanding, who! might, perhaps, 
aVftr tTirfr Condition. ■ •....♦: 

'• CarBirial u4c^UMi^a,* of tlie-Nobfct^Family of 
the Dukes of Atri in the Kingdom o£ Naples^ 
wastKeh/at Romey taking dare.rdfithc Interefts 
of the'Crou^n of.ij«tt»f> to him tliey thought; 
tTicj-^might be frank, and Alhermi jointly with 
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the Duke did accordingly imparc their DeAgn to 
him, and infinuated to him at the fame time, 
how glorious it would Jbe for him to contribute 
to the Succcfs.of an Aflfair.of fuch. Importance. 
They found his Eminency in the Difpofitions 
they wiflid for^: aad he wrot^ to the Duke and 
his Agent thfe Abbot Alberonii what were his 
Sentiments of the Af&tT) ; and which way he 
'thought would be therbeijt to.lproceed. .r! 

The Famefe Family deriving it$ Origin froin 
one. of the Sovereign Pontiffs, the Popie's.. bavp 
always lov'd them yrith.. an AffcftionLiliruly 
paternal ;: To. that it .was natural to imagto^. thb 
Holy i Father ..would not fasfl w approsrc^or a 
Match betiv^ixt. that Family:,' and jl .Grdwn'd 
Head, • whofe Interefls had evjer been dearer to 
him, than confifted with the Rules of good Po- 
liticks. 'Itwas^no Icfs pi?6bablc^ that he would 
.omit nothing ibr jchc .Succcfs of the Projcifik, hi- 
cauic it could 'not but :be very glorious to the 
Holy' See. to place die Daughter of one^of its 
Vaflals upon ^ Throne rjria: that ^every thing 
Xeetncd .- to promiib the Pete's = Approbation and 
•Concurrence as foon as theiAfifair iboubd beuiif- 
clos'd -to him : For thefe Reafons Cardinal' ^c- 
.^ttOTii'z^A^was for communicating it to the Holy 
. Father, before any Overture, was made at Ma- 
drid. Alberom lik^d his Einineticy's Reafohs ; and 
the Holy Father. being accordingly confultcd, 
,not only approved Abbot Alieram's Scheme, but 
would have him make a Merit of it to the moil 
Chriftian King, and his Grandfon King Philip. 

The Holy Father wrote about it himfelf to 
the King of France^ and fenrpunftual Orders to 
his Nuncio at Madridio give Alberoni all manner 
pf Affiflance, in an Afiair which his Holinefs 

F 3 loolv'd 



w 

I 



70 Tfe //</?or)r of 

look'd Upon to be of infinite Advantage to the 
Holy See. In Oiorr, there's fcarce a Pope, who 
■was ever in Circumftances more difficult than 
pope Clement XI. for being faithfully atuch'd to 
the Iniereiis of the Houfe of Bom-Ion, he always 
oppofes ihac of Aafifia ; and it wm eafy for 
him to beiicpe, that a Match with the prefump- 
tive Hcirefe of the Dominions of Pafma., put- 
ting the Catholick King in Poffeflion of certain 
Rights and R-erenfions, which gave him Footing 
in ludy^ wouid enable him to fcrve the Views 
of the Sovereign Pontiff, who only wanted an 
Opportunity to be reveng'd for the Invafion of 
Cotwicchie, for the Pallage of the Germm Troops 
thro' the Territories of the Church, and cfpc- 
daUy tor the (inccre, bur injurious Manifefto, 
which has been publifli'd above. 

Albemii made theH- Dii'pofitions of the Holy 
Father very iervitcable towards attaining his 
Ends, but iie tooka different Coiufe to inJmuatc 
himfelf into the good Opinion of his Cathohck 
Msjcfly. He had already the Happfnefs to be 
known to him by a good Token ; for the late 
Duke o( yen(lofm did not prcfcnt Inm to his Ma- 
jefly, 'till after he had magnify'd the Services 
he had dpne him, by keeping the People of the 
Kingdoms of Arragox and Valencia ftedfaft in 
their Loyalt)'. The King of Fraace had always 
ccnain Pcrfons at Ad'idri4, which compos'd a 
Courcil, of which that of ystjiiilhs was the Soul ; 
?nd whofe Members were all Creatures of the 
Bench Courr, and fent to Madrid from time to 
rime to direct all Atfoirs there, according to th? 
Views of the moH Chriilisn King, and to give 
Jiim an Account of every thing that pafs'd in 
(hf Cpunf iji of the Effunal, Aikreui got lO be 
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initiated in the Myfteries of this Cabal j for be- 
ing known to Le-xis XIV. by the Charafter of 
a lively and entcrprizing Perfon, it was no dif- 
ficult Matter for him to render himfelf necciTary 
to that Monarch, who knew by Experience 
what fuch Perfons were capable of di)ing, who 
were diftinguifli'd from the reft of Mankind by 
a little Band or Cowl. Therefore our Abbot, 
who was only an Agent of the Court of Parma^ 
became one of the kcret Minifters of the Fiench 
Court, which committed the Kegotiation,of the 
Marriage to him. 

While this pafs'd, Boixelona being reduc*d to 
Extremity by the Valour and Condud of the 
Dukes of Popoli and Berwick, was oblig'd to fub- 
mit to King Philipy who was now in a Condi.- 
tion to treat that City with all the Severity 
that fo obftinate a Kefiftance had deferv'd. 
This Conqueft reftor'd Peace to all Spain ; and 
the Court being difengag'd from the Hurry of 
Arms, was now at leuure to form Projedls that 
were more pleaiant and agreeable. That of the 
King's Marriage was the chief. Abbot A/te-^ 
Yoni had got an Intercft in thofe who were moft 
near to the Prince : Neither was the Pope's 
Nuncio idle ; fo that it was not difEculC for 
them to obtain mote Helps in an Aftair of this 
Nature ; which, whenever it fliould fuccced, 
could not but be very advantagious to thofe 
who had a Hand in it ; beiides that generally 
on fuch Occafions, Perfons are not wanting, who 
arc glad to be of the fame Party, only to be re- 
venged on their Enemies, when they perceive 
that thefe oppofc the Sentiments of the Miniftry. 
The Charafter which was given to the King of 
the Princcfs of Parma^ what was told him of 
f ■ F 4 her 
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heir ihrning Virtues, of the Grcatnpfs of her 
Soul, of her Penetration above the Weaknefs of 
her Sex ; in a Word, the Enumeration of fo ma- 
ny fine Qualities, which rendered her fo worthy 
of a, Throne, did'fo ftrongly iraprefs the Kingi 
that he iiiciaginM, with very good Reafon, he 
fhould find the Princefs a compleat Pattern of 
her, whofe Lofs he ftill lamented : Other Con- 
(ideratipns added to this, and efpecially Reafon? 
of State, to whichtheMinifterst)fF^/wcf inclined , 
him to give him due Attention, foon determin*d 
him to approve the Propofal of this Marriage. 
• Alberoni^ though naturally of a merry Difpo? 
fition,^ was never more rejoic'd than now, whea 
he faw the Succefe of this Important Aflair^ 
which he had fo much at Heart. Sec what 
he wrote xq one of hiis Friends in tine Miniftry. 
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I fo little doubt. Sir, of the Share you 
take in every Thing that does me a Plea- 
fure, that you fhall be the firft Man to 
f^ wi:fom r impart an Account of the moft hap- 
f' py Occurrence of my Life. The Projeft of 
^.* a Marriage between his Catholick Majefly . 
f* and the Wmctk EliZaabe'th^ which J formed af- 
V ter the Death of the late Queen, and which 
" 1 conimiinicated to our Duke, is')i\^ now, by 
f' the Mediation of the Holy Father and the 
'^ Moff Ghriftian King, entirely approved by 
f^ his Catholic Majefty, I look upon this Suc- 
^* cefs as the Crown of all Fortune's Favours, 
^^ which ihe'can never bellow upon me, but I 
muff do myfelf the Pleafure to make you a 
Partner therein. To that the Happihefs is 
" equally yours. The Favourites of the late 
ff^ Queen are terribly nonplus'd, and efpecially 
'^^ " ' ^ ' ' ' . "the 
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*' the Favourite Princefs ; I could wiflf you faw 

" with what Eyes flie regards mc, fince fiie had 

'■' a Sufpicion that I was the primum AJeliih of 

" this Treaty ; nevcrrhelels, for fome Days paft 

" (he has given me a Copy of her Countenance, 

" and feigns at leaft in my Company to be 

" cranfporced at what has happen'd, pretending 

" that file is only forty (he had not a Hand in 

" it ; but you know her too well, to beiieve that 

" flie fpeaks as (be thinks. — For the rcil, the 

" King has order'd Difpatches to be feiit to 

the Court of Parma. It was propos'd that I 

"hould be the Bearer ; but I excus'd myfelfi 

ind am apt to think that the Duke our Maf- 

iter would be better pleas'd if fome Perfon of 

Rank was iiivefled with diat Charafter; and 

'tis probable that the King will fingle out 

the Cardinal Ac^uaviva. When the Perfon is 

aftually refolv'd upon, I dial) do myfelf the 

Honour to acquaint the Duke with it, and 

(hall alfo let you know it. I fliall be for ever 

l^with E/leem, crc. ^ 

The Confequence Oiew'd plainly tJiac Abbot 
>e>-Bni was not miftal'^n j for the King did ac- 
Uy fci]d Orders to Cardinal Acquaviva, who 
s then at Rcme, to notify the Conclufion of 
Tus Marriage to the Holy FSther. The fame 
was folemniz'd, only .for Form fake, on the 
1 8th of j'tt/f, in a publick Hall of Audience, 
in which the Cardinal gave the Pope a Letter 
from the Catholick King, giving him Advice of 
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his Alliance to tlic Daughter of a Prince his jl 

Iadatary. ^^H 

This Ceremony was not performed with fa ^^H 

ich Finejfe as to deceive the Au/lxian Miniders. ^^H 
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On the Contrary, the Satisfaction and Joy which 
the Holy Father difcover'd on this Occaiion 
open'd their Eyes, both to the Confequences 
and Caufe of a. Brief, which the Holy Father 
granted fome Months ago to the Duke of Par- 
ma, authorizii^ him to leave the Succedion of 
his Dominions to the Fenule Line, in cafe that 
he Ihould die without IflTue Male. They per- 
ceived in this A£&ir, tho^ too late, the fubtle 
Hand of a crafty Statefman, fince the Brief 
was a demonftrative Proof, that the whole was 
iaos in concert with the Court of Rom< ; which 
granted the {aid Authority only to ^cilitate 
the Terms of' the faid Con trad, the Principal 
iriiereof was,: that the Eldeft Son of ehe future 
Queen ihould be dedar'd Duke and Sovereign 
of the Dominions of Parma, Placemia, Bujfeto, 
and Valde 7»ro^ bcfides other Views formed up- 
on the Dominions of the Great Duke of 'Tufcany. 
It was the more natural for the Holy Father to 
give his Confent to it, becaufe, as the Emperor s 

E^ower increased in thefe Countries, which were 
brmerly the Seat of the Empire, fo the Fears 
add Jealouiies of the Court of Rwte and all the 
Princes of Italy increasM in proportion. 

Therefore as foon as the Cardinals Schmtm- 
■:■]'. -tacb and Lnperiali had an Inkling of what 
♦*% pafs'd at the Palace, where the Holy Father 
had already nam'd Cardinal Gozx^adini Legat of 
Latere, to carry the new Queen his Nuptial 
Benedidion, and to compliment her on the 
Part of his Holinefe ,• they did not fail to make 
a great Noife and Blufter, and protciled in 
Form both againft fending of the Lcgat, and 
i^ainft recognizing the Titles of the Queen of 
S^n, ixx any other beiidcs the Emprefs. 

Never- 
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ence over him as could not fabCiA with the Un- 
derftanding neceffary to be cultivated betwixt 
her and her Husband. The King knew not 
bow to deny her this firil Boon, but all the Dif- 
ficulty lay in the doing it ; Alhemti plainly faw 
that the Generous Prince had not RerolQti<Mi 
to fpeak to the Pcincefs about it himfelf, 
much lefs to ftand her Reproaches, or to forbear. 
Tears if flje fliould throw hcrfelf at his Feet. 
Therefore he proposed this Expedient, vix^ 
that the King fhould only give his Confent, and 
leave the Execution of it to the Queen herfclf. 
From hence it appears, that 'cwu Alheretii who 
perfwaded the Princefs of Urfities io go and meet 
the new Queen, bccaufe her Ma;efty gave her 
a cold Reception, and immediately OTder'd hec 
to depart her Chamber; call'd for the Colonel 
of the Guards fcnt to meet her, and gave him 
an Order in Writing to clap the Princefs oWrJims 
forthwith in a Coach, to conduA her to the 
Frontiers of France, and to forbid her ever to re- 
turn into Spam. Tiie Princefs refus'd to obey the 
Queen's Order,and demanded to fee one from the 
Kmg: which DiroUcdieiicecoD(ii-m'd the Queeii 
in the Cbarattet fte had nf her from A/hroni^ 
Jind tbilb^tifl Advice ti> was verj^ 

[fcafonaWfr !;i iIil- ni;.'. oloncl o£ 
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riagc the <Ix)uncil of Fiettna, which was before 
inclinable to facriiice fome of her Preteniions 
for the Repofe of Europe^ kt up a Refolution 
to lofe all rather than yield Scilj^ or even one 
Inch of their Dominions in Italy^ where a confi- 
derable Domain, which feem'd juft dropping inr 
to his Hands^ was.how rakea- quite away from 
him. ^ ..J . 

.The Ceremony of the EifiK)uik|s was pctr^ 
form'd with extraordinary* Magnificence by 
Duke FrancifcOj Uncle and Father in Law to 
the new Queen, who fet out immediately for 
Genoa^ accompany 'd by the Pridcefs of Piembm^ 
her firft Lady of Honour, and ixy Cardinal Ac^ , 
juaviva, who delivered, the Queen to thje Cace 
of the Marquefs de los Baliaz^j Izte Viceroy, of 
"Sicily y to c<5ihvey her to Spain, by Sea; but this 
Element not agreeing with .hen Health, Ihe re* 
folv'd to go by Land , and -paffing thro* the 
Southern Provinces of Francty was complimentT 
cd wherever flie came, with the Honours due 
to a Qiieen of Sfaiuy and a Confort of the firft 
Prince of the Blood. t. : ^ 

The Princefs arriving in Spaitiy the firft Aft 
of Authority jQie . exercised, was upon the Prin-? 
cefs of Urjtnes.. iThis Favourite of .the King and 
the 'late ,Qiieen went to meet the new Queen 
as far as Xadraquez, upon the Frontiers of Cafr 
tille ; but fhe was not received fo well as fhe ex-r 
pefted. She happcn'd to be the firft Vidinj 
which the King facrificM to his new Spoufe» 
who being a Scraqger to the Court of l^ain^ 
and having.no other Rule to direct her, but the 
Inftruftions which Alberoni fent her on that 
Head to the Court of Par may defir'd the King 
to diimifs a Favourite who. had fuch an ^nflu- 
I • " encc 
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cnce over him as could not fubfifi with the Un- 
derftanding neceffary to be cultivated betwixt^ 
her and her. Husband. The King knew not 
how to deny her this fir A Boon, but, all the Dif- 
ficulty lay in the doing it, AWeroni plainly (aw 
that the Generous Prince had not Refolntioa 
to fpeak to the Princefs about it himfelf,- 
much lefs to fland her Reproaches, or to fbrbeac. 
Tears if fhe (hould throw herfelf at his Feet. 
Therefore he proposM this Expedient, viz^ 
that the King fhould only give his Confent, and 
leave the Execution of it to the Queen herfelf. 
From hence it appears, that 'twy Alberoni who 
pcrfwaded the Princefs of Urjines lo go and meet 
the new Queen, becaufe her Majefty gave her 
a cold Reception, and immediately orderM hec 
to depart her Chamber ; callM for the G>Ionel 
of the Guards fent to meet her, and gave him 
an Order in Writing to clap the Princefs oiUrfines 
forthwith in a G)acb, to condud her to the 
Frontiers of irrwctf, and to forbid her ever to rcr^ 
turn into ^^/». Tiie Princefs refused to obey tJic 
Queen's Order, and demanded to fee one from the 
King; which: Difobedience confirmed the Queen 
in the Character fhe had of her from Alberqni^ 
and that his Advice to remove her was very! 
feafonable. In the mean time the Colonel oC 
the Guards, having a feoret Order, to obey tliQ 
Queen's Will in all Things^ ihew'd it to the 
difgrac'd Favourite, who then pomply'd ; but 
could not help letting fall fpme.Expreflions of 
her Chagrin and Refentment,, when fhe per- 
ceived how (he had been uic^d by the Agent of 
Parma, who had in this Inftance reveng'd both 
himfelf and the Memory of his Patrgn the DukQ 
of Pirid^fntj whom this Favourite had always 

thwarted. 
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thwarted, at the fame Time that he (th* Agent) 

had pretended entipc Friendftip. 

The King rect:iv'd the Queen at Guadalaxara, 

nine Leagues from Madrid, whither his Majelly 

went with the Prince of Afturias, his eldeft Son j 
and [he Marriage was confummated in that lictic 
Gty on Cbrijbnai Eve, 1714- Three Days 
after their M>ieilies entcr'd Madrid^ with the 
Acclamations of the People, who gave Proofs 
of theit Rejoycing, by Feails that lafted four 
Days fucccflivcly. 

The Qiicen arriving at Pampduna, fent Home 
all che pMTnefufs that accompanied her ; fo that 
the Officers and Ladies, who entcr'd into their 
Employments under her Majelly, were all 
Spanijh, except only the Frincefs of Piomhm, foe 
whom (he had a tender Afl'e^lion ; but this 
Priiicefs wifely teflsfling on what had happen 'd 
in her Sight to the Frincefs of lh-JJne<, defir'd 
Leave to return to her own Country, which 
their Majefties granted her, after having loaded 
her with rich Frefents. By this means Abbot 
AllerDni \l'as the only Pamfeftai that flaid with 
the Qpcen, who had a great Idea of the Sape- 
rioriry of his Genius, and who made it her 
Rule to confult him in all Aflairs ; fo that, under 
The Name of the Hixkcoi Parma's Agent, it may 
be faid he was Privy Counfellor to the Qiieen, 
who, by degrees, fway'd the King to admit him 
to the Cabinet. 

Catalmiii being now reduc'd by the taking of 
Banrlona, none of the King's Snbjefts held out 
but l\\i Majorcans ; and the new King oi England 
being a Guarantee of the Treaty of Evacua- 
tion, fecm'd difpos'd to unite his Forces with 
thoiJE 
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thofc -of France and S^aia, to compel them to 
lay down tlieir Arms. 

While Preparations wtre making for this Ex- 
pedition, on the Siiccefs of which the Tranqui- 
lity of all Spam depended, the Queen regula- 
ting her Conduft by that of the Princefs, to 
whofe Bed file fucceedcd, us'd all manner of 
Application to inform hcrfclf of Affairs of State, 
in order to help the King, her Confort, to fup- 
porr the Weight of the Government, and to 
gain the Afteftion of the People. For this End 
fee confcr'd daily with Albermi, who knew both, 
the Strength ard the Weakncfs of the Court, 
and receiv'd all the In.'frtiitinns from him, tliat 
file wanted. The firft Eitctt of this Applica- 
tion of the Queen to Bufinefs of the State, was 
tlie Advice (he hinted to the King, to coneft 
divers Abiifes which had crept into the Govern- 
ment, while Aftairs were under the Dircflion of 
Foreign Miniftcrs, meaning the Count eU Sfrieick, 
M. Ory, and the Princefs of Urfnes, Upon this 
foUow'd the famous Decree of the loth of 
February, whereby the King not only gave full 
Liberty to the Minifters and Couitfellors of 
State to give him their Advice, to make Rf- 
monfirances to him, and to reply to his Refoln- 
tions, but even commanded them to do it, 
charging them to anfwer it before God, if they 
did any thing agaiiift the Dictates of their Con- 
fricnces. 

One may imagine what Elcfllngs were giren 
to the Pcrfon whom they look'd upon as rhc 
Vrimum Mobile of an Afiion fo tnily Royal, the 

y Glory whereof did, in part, tcdound to ^/ffrt», 
who was DOW rcckon'd the Queen's Privy Coun- 
fcllor. This firft Step was foUow'd by fevcral 
L COQ- , 
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confideraWe Changes in the chief Pofts, ift 
which tho' Alberoni had not any Share, he 
needed not to chide his Fortune, for he fo wife- 
ly improved the Opportunity favourable to his 
Advancement, that the Spaniards y who were be-^ 
come jealous/ becaufe Frenchmen and Italians had 
been fo long employM in Places of Truft, could 
not murmur at his Advancement. 

At length the whole Ifland of Majorca was 
reduced, about the End oi June 1715, by the 
Prudence and wife Conduft of the Chevalier dt 
Hajfehy without firing a Gun. This laft Con- 
queft depriving the Enemies of Spain of all 
Hopes of difturbing its Tranquility, King 
Philip thought fit to abolifli the various Changes, 
which the Badnefs of the Times had forc'd hinx 
to make in the Government ; therefore he re- 
eftablilh'd all Affairs in the Councils upon the 
Foot they were before bis AccefEon to the 
Crown, which more than ever gain'd him the 
HcSlfts of his Subjefts, who are the only £«ro- 
feans that are not fond of Novelties. 

While this pafsM at one End of the Mediterz 
ranean^ the Levant was cover'd with Ships of 
War, The Sultan judging well that he could 
not maintain himfelf upon the Throne, if he 
did not find Employment for his Militia, whom 
too much Reft certainly renders infolent, fell 
upon the Venetians^ as neareft at hand ; and after 
having arretted their Bayliff, declared War 
againtt them with all the Forms, without giving 
the leaft Reafon for it i and in fpitc of the 
Menaces of the Auftrian Minifter, who declared 
to the Divan, that the Emperor could not 
avoid fuccouring the Venetians his Allies, if the 

Porte 
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Porre pcrfifled in thofe Defigns, contrary to the 
Treaty of CarJowitz. 

The Progrefs which the Turks made the firft 
Campaign, in which they conquer'd the greateft 
Part of rhe Morea, determin'd the Emperor to 
take Arms, being perfuaded that the conquering 
Turk would not fail to turn his Arms againft 
Hungary, as foon as he fhould have no more Oc^ 
cafion to employ his numerous Troops againfl 
the Venetians. All the Chriftian Princes Were 
invited to rake Arms againft the common Ene- 
my oftheChriftian Name, and to fend Succours 
cither to the Venetians or to the Emperor ; and 
the Pope, as the common Father of Chriftfindom, 
difpatch'd exhortatory Briefs on all Sides, to 
renew, if he Could, the famous Times of the 
Cmfadces, 

While all thefe important Affairs were on the 
Anvil, Death carry'd off, in a Manner very fud- 
tlen, one of the greateft Monarchs the World 
ever had ; Levjis XIV, having obtain'd one of 
the moft honourable Treaties of PeaCe, and a 
^Pcacc fo little expefted, dy'd at a Jundurc ai 

' Time, when all things confpir'd to rekindle the 
Flame of War, which was fcarce extinguiOi'd ; 
-all the Levant was adually in Arms. The Em- 
peror form'd his Armies ; the new King of Sidly 
'was embroil'd with the Pope, who had put his 
'Kingdom under an Interdi^, at a Time when 

, 'People were recover'd from that Terror, which 
was formerly the Companion of the moft unjufi 
Excommunications. Sii:ede», as if Ihe had not 
enough to do againft four powerful Enemies, 
the Cz,ar, and the Kings of Poland, Deimark 
and Prvffta^ the King of Cz&ir Bntaia join'd 

Im, by acquiring the Rights to the Dotchics 
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of Bremen and Firden&om the King of Denmark; 
and declaring War againft Sweden as Eleftor of 
Hanover y he covered the Baltic with Eriglijb Ship* 
ing. *S/^^/». and Portugal too, animated witli 
Sentiments of Pity and Compaffioh for Chriften- 
dom, were riot at reft, but foon ferit tlieir 
Fleets to unite with the Venetians againft thfc 
common Enemy. 

France^ in a State of Minority, was the only 
"Kingdom that remained neuter, at" a time of 
univerfal Copabuilion i and indeed the Regency 
was fo taken up to remedy thofe unavoidable 
toifoHers, which were the Eflfed of a long and 
obftinate War, that they were fcafce in a Con- 
dition to think of any thing elfe. As foon as 
the fatal News of Lewis XIV's Death came to 
Madrid y King Philip confider'd whether he 
fiiould not improve his Claim of Right. to be 
Rejgent of France^ becaufe he was the firft Prince 
of the Blood, and Uncle to the yourijg King, 
fbrafmuch as there were Inftarices ot fpreijgiii 
Princes, who liad -been Regent's in France j f^ch 
was H^nry V, King oCEngfaii'dj who was bwnfil 
X3uardian of King Charles VI, and Regent qf 
his Kingdom ,• fuch" was Baldwin E^rV of Flanders^ 
Tutor to young King Philip I. But Abbot aI- 
heroniy who now began to be heard in the King^ 
.Cabinet, made him alter his Seritiments, inil 
;forc*d him to confefs, that Tqr his own Peace, 
.arid that of ■£«rop^, he ibquld" abide by the 
[Terms, of his Renunciations, and leave it io 
'the, Parliament, to'conimit the Guafdianffiip to 
Hy.Kofe Hands. they mould think fit. A Courier 
'arriving fome Hours after this Conferences 
Thew'd that -r^^^^roK^V-had Judg'd wifely, .^fter 
tliey" had "heard *all that pafs-'d in Favour of the 
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iJuke of Orleans; and rhat ic would have been 
too late TO attempt any Alteration id the Re{b- 
lutions of the Parliament, and the Approbatiop 
of the whole Kiiigiiom. 

Frame did not concern herfelf with Turh^^ 
'p' wlien the Emperor had efpous'd the Qjar- 
i of the Venettani, and drawn the Ottoman 
Sms towards Hungary, the Regent permitted 
!vetal Noblemen and Gentlemen to go and 
draw their Swords in Defence of the Chrillian 
Name, and to learn the Art of War und^r 
a Pthice of their owii Nation, and one of the 
greateli Generals of his Age. 

While the Court of Spain made pious Eflotts 
iio fupport tlie common Caufe of Ch^iftianity 
iagainft tlie Infidels, and ceas'J not, with the 
i -iage Counfels oi the Queen, to put the King- 
dom into good Order, by the Eftabiiflimcnt of 
feveral very ufeful Councils, after the Example 
Qt' France; at the beginning of the Minority 
^^^e Miniftry ar Madrid thought they had 
^^■ide a Difcovery of feveral Projects carryii^ on 
^^H their Difadvantage in other Courts of 
^^Bwe/v, from wliom Sfain thought fhe had the 
Icfs to fear, beciufc the Ties of Blood united 
her with the one, and new Treaties and folcmfl 
Guaranties did not permit her £3 ii:iuch as to 
fiifpeft the others. 

Abbot Alkrm was he who made the Dilc«- 
Very. The Ptiiicefs of Vrjiaes Departure, and 
then the Death of Lewis XIV, had by degrpjs 
(aftly funk tht Intercft of Cardinal du Ghidtci j 
was Hill at tlie Head of AiHuij!, 
li it was perceivable, from that, very tinif, 
^ Aiiermi having found the Sccrft, by his 



84 ^he Hiflory of 



Confidence of their Ma/efties, he made lirgc 
Advances towards his being a Minifter of State, 
efpecially when he was openly protcfted by the 
Queen, who admitted him into all the Affairs 
of the Cabinet ; fp that the Cardinal Miiiifter 
was only the Echo of Abbot Altertmi, who 
never explained himfelf but by the Mouth cither 
of the King or the Queen. 

. The King of Errand having fupprefe'd the 
Rebellion in Scotland, refolv'd to travel to his 
Hercditaiy Dominions in Germany^ where he 
might be at hand to finilh the Projeas formed 
by the Council at Hamver. In Ihort, his Ma- 
jefty was no fooher arriv <1 at Hanover^ but there 
czmc^iho* incognito i an Imperiar Minifter, an4 
another from the Court of Francey with whom 
he confer^ about bringing his Projcfts to Ma- - 
turity. The Thing proposed was no lefs than 
the Plan of fuch a general Accommodation all 
over Ettropey that nothing could ever difturb its 
Tranquility hereafter. 

The Abbot Du BpiSy now Secretary of State 
' and Kni^lit of the Order of Spirito Samoy and 
the Baron de Bentenr eider ^ were thofe with 
whom the /fo;«)i;fr Miftifters entered into Mea- 
fures the moft'juft for executing a Dcfign that 
would be fo ufeful to alLChriftendom. But as 
this Affair could not be determined without the 
Intervention or Concurrence of Spainy Mr. Se- 
cretary Stanhope wrote about it by the King's 
Order ^o Abbot Alberoniy and defir'd him to in- 
cline his Catholick Majefty to come into his 
Brttamtick Majefty's Plan of Peace. Abbot Al' 
beroni imparted Mr. Stanhope's Letter to the King 
his Matter, and by his Order fent him an An- 
fwer in fuch loofc Terms, as gave Hopes that 

his 
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his Catholick Ma jefly would flili concur^ as much 
as lay in his Power, in any thing that might pro- 
cure the Repofe of Europe and a folid Peace. 

This Proceeding of the King of England en- 
gaged Abbot Alberoni to fend without delay fome 
unknown Perfon as a Spy to Hanover^ that he 
might be exaftly informed of what pafs'd there. 
Then comparing the King of England* s Propofal 
with the Oftenfive and Defenfive Treaty of Al- 
liance, which his Britamick Majdfty concluded 
with the Emperor fome Months before, and re- 
flefting at the fame time upon the Conduft of 
the King of Sicily^ who was alfo in Negotia- 
tion fome Months before with his Imperial Md- 
jcfty, and who made his Quarrel with the Court 
of Rome a Pretence for his Arming both in Sicily 
and Savoy ^ Alberoni was flrongly of Opinion, that if 
the "Turks had not cut out Work for the Chriftian 
Princes, the Emperor would f^Qn have fet about 
executing, if poffible> what he ^promis'd the 
Barcelonians two Years before. Therefore he 
gave King Philip to underftai^d, that he had un- 
queftionablc Information, that the King of Si- 
cily was entered into a Negotiation for trans- 
ferring that Kingdom to the Emperor for an 
Equivalent, which would for ever have deprived 
Spain of the Rights fhe has referv'd, contrary 
to the Tenor of the Treaty of Utrecht^ by which 
Spain yielded Sicily to his Sicilian Majefty, but 
rcferved by the faid Aft of Ceffipn a Claufe of 
Rcverfion and Devolution, 

The private Agent, whom Alberoni fent to 
Hottffvery having had the Cunning tp gain the 
Confidence qf one of the chief Minifters, did 
not fail to fend Memoirs of every thing that 
pafi'd to the Court of Madrid, lie affirmed, 
* ' * G 3 that 
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that the Baron de Bentenriider had given the Ha^ 
nover Minifters to underftandin thecleareft TermS| 
that his Imperial Majefiy could not cpnfetit to 
the Difmembring of the Dominions of the Crown 
of Spain in Italy ; and that he would facrificc all^ 
rather than leave Sicily in the Hands of any cy- 
ther Sovereign, efpecially fuch a Prince as thq. 
King of Sictly. The King of England faw with 
pifpleafure, that it would be impoffible to in- 
cline the Court of Vienna (as then difpos*d) to 
yield any part .of their Poffeffions, and that on 
the othier hand it might happen, that Spainy go- 
verned by a Minifter who was fuch an Enemy 
of the Hbufe of Aufiriay and of an enterprizirig 
Genius, would j\6t omit the firft Opportunity 
to engage Europe in k new War ,• hi^ Britamick 
Majefiy therefore judgM it abfdlutely neceffary 
to find but a due Temperament to reconcile 
jhofe two Powers, and thereby prevent fuch 
;reat Misfortunes. In. this fo iniportant Affair, 
lis Majefty took fuch Meafurcs as feem*d moffi 
agreeable to the Minifter of the Dnke Regent 
of France^ who was concern^ to prevent every 
the leaft Occafion of involving France in a War, 
during the Minority. ^ 

In thefe Circumftances Alberoni ejnpJoyM att 
his Addrefs, to perfwade his Catholic Majeftyi 
that in good Politics he ought to ftart before 
his Enemies. He ran over the whole Conduft 
of the Germansy ever iince the Conclufion of the 
Treaty fcr tne Evacuation of Catalonia, pnd the 
NcLtiality of Italy, and the Treaties lately con- 
i^.cl bciiv/ixt the Houfe pf Atfjhia and feverii 
■ ;. .r.^a:LS. He afllricd, that Contributions 
V- c c::m:*nded of the Italian Princes, contrary 
:.■ 1 cnor oi the T ^eacy of Neiitralicy *. He 

repre- 
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reprcfented the Eflablifliment of the Council. of 
Spain at Vienna as aa tifqlt. on the Crown of 
Spain: Laftly, he infilled pamciilarly on the Sen- 
timents of the Spanijb Nation, who miftookJfor 
JufiUanimity the Patience witTi which the Court 
bore all thofe Grievances, .and the odious Names, 
.with which all- the Deelar^tipris and Ordinances 
of the Coiincil of Viema were ftuft'd, in thofc 
^Affairs which any ways concern'd the Subjcds 
jof that Monarchy. 

His Catholick M^jefly,. whofe Piety and In- 
tegrity are his diftingufftiing' Qiialities, alledg^d 
the Engaggn^ents which Tie was under to the 
Holy Father to undertake tiothing againft the 
Emperor,, during the \Var againii the Turks i 
And at the fame time he ma^de him fenfible how 
unwiHing tie was to weaken the Auxiliary Flqet 
fo confideral?ly, when it depended upon a con- 
siderable JReinforcement from Spain. But Albs- 
roni overcame all thole Scruples, and flicw'd the 
King, that his Enemy would not tail to im- 
prove the 'j^rff Opportunity,, when neither the 
Holy Father, nor any other Sovereign, ' would 
be able. to oppofe him ,• that as to the Auxiliary 
Fleet, that ought to be the leaft of his Majcfty's 
Concern,- fince the Chriftiaii Fleet was Miflrefs 
of all the levant, where that of the Lifidels 
did not dare to appear ; and finally, that his 
Majefty was oblig a to lay hold on an Oppor- 
tunity, which perhaps would never return again, 
to improve his juft Rights to the Dominions torn 
from him at Utrecht ; and the rather, fince his 
Majefty's Condud was authorized by the Duke 
of Savoy's. 

In fliort, the News came frcfli from France and 
Englandi that his Sicilian Majefty was m Treaty 
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w|th the Emperor to gira him up the Kingdom 
pi Sicily. Alberoni had had fome Su/picions of 
this Negotiation before, as has been already ob- 
fcrvM, and he was npw aflur'd of it by Advices 
from the Minifters of thofe two Crowns, accor- 
ding to cxprcfs Order from their Mafters. 'Tis 
true, Alberoni made a different Ufe of^ the Intel- 
ligence from what thofe who gave it him mainly 
intended ; which was to intimidate him, and to 
incline him to procure the Confent of the King 
his Mafter, to enter into the Views of the Ha- 
iicv^ Minifters. hwt Alberoni took Occafion from 
thence to determine the King to come into his 
own Views, fince 6therwife he would have irre- 
trievably ruin'd the Rights he had rcfervM to 
himfelf on Sicily. He alfo made ufe of this Ad- 
vice to penetrate into the Defigns of the Kin^ 
of Sicily. , For this reafon he often confer'd with 
the Sitvoy Minilter at the Court of Sfain ,• and 
in order tp fift ojut his Mafter s Defigns, and at 
the fame time to put him under a Neceflity of 
altering, ox at Ic^ft delaying the Execution of 
his Pro/eds, an Oflfer was ipade to him of an 
Oflcnf^vc and Defenfive Alliance, which it wa$ 
not believed he could refufe ; becaufe, when hcf 
was ask'd the Reafon of his Matter's Anna-' 
ment by Land and Sea, he alledg'd, that it was 
to p\i^ himfelf in a Condition to fear nothing 
from the Emperor, who would not acknowledge 
the King of Sicily ; 'whereupon he had reafon 
to fear an Invafion fropi the Kingdpm ot Naples^ 
cr to be attacked in his Hereditary Dpmim'on^ 
by Forces from the Milamfey as foon as the Em-* 
peror could make ufe of his Trpops which were 
tmploy'd in Hungary, whefe the Imperialift? 
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were (b {"ucccrsfii!, that the War was not like to 
liold long. 

While Things remain'd in this Pofture, and 
an Anfwcr was impatiently expeiSed from his 
Skilian Majeftv, News came, that tiie Pope, 
complying at length with the Itiftarces of the 
Q. of SpaiH, had nominated Ab.'jfi«/jiH Alhermi 
for a Cardinal, in a Confifiory held the 12th of 
'July, after having given him a Noble CharaSer ; 
wherein ha own'd, that the Holy See was obh'g'd 
to thtf Abbot's Zeat and Pains for ihe Accom- 
modation of the Difference which happen'd be- 
tween the Courts of Rawe and Madrid about the 
Privileges of the Nunciature ; for the Affiftancc 
of twelve Ships fent by Spain againft the Turks; 
and for many other important Services done to 
Holy Church, and the Holy See in particular. 
The Catholick King, being willing to give the 
new Cardinal Tome Marks of his FnendOiip, ac 
the fame time created him a Grandee of Spain, 
and foon after dcclar'd him his prime Minificr. 

Cardinal dei Giudici, who had cnjoy'd that 
Pod ever (ince the Qiieen's Death, was recall'd 
to Ratne by the Pope at the fecret Inftanccs of 
the Queen and her Favourite, ac the fame time 
that the Holy Father confirm 'd Seignior MoUtitt. 
in the eminent Dignity of Grand Inqiirfitor of 
Spain ; to which the King advanc'd him, after 
having defir'd the Refignation of Cardinal Giu- 
dici, who fell by degrees under his Majefty's 
Difpleafure. 

The News that the Emperor approv'd of die 
Arreft of St-ignior Mdivex, at Milan was a nevir 
Grievance, which the Cardinal did not fail to 
aggravate, in order to determine the King to a 
".tipture. Accordingly every thing was dilpos'd 
for 
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for it> an4 the Cardinal gav^ fudi good Orders 
every where that nothing was' wanting, but the 
Grderor rathot the P.oyalG)nfent. for Execution. 
The Squ4dr0n .M?hich returned from the Levant^ 
)¥as ^xwid^^ zt'Barcelma with all NecefTarie^ 
jFor a Defeent, and reinforcM by more Ships;» 
while others ^re kept ready in other Harbours 
f>f the Kingdom tp back them. As many Tranf- 
port Ship3 OS {^Q^ible were affembrd, but they 
did not think ifit.fo bring fo many as they want- 
ed into th^t . JFJj^rbour, becaufi? it would have 
alarvi'd the. Powers, whom th& Motion of the 
TjEX)ops defi^^d for the Peicent had already 
iiude uneafy- ^ But the Cardinal found out ^ 
focpedient pra^s'd in the like Cafe by other Por 
tentatc.s, u^ich w.^s to oblige the Foreign ^hipe- 
itig that were iff the IfarbQur^ y/hen they fhoud^ 
have need oC- 'em» to Und ithjeir Efie&s, and tp 
fijrvp the $tAt<j, pgjiipg them rib<*r Freight for 
^be Time th<?y fervM- ... 

While the GardiiiaJ thus iflucd Ivs Orders ac^ 
cord i ngl y tQ aU pieces, pretenc^ng all the while 
to fend an .exf^prdinary Reinforcemerit to the 
JjevoKti heJtook c^re to foupd the States oiltaT 
ly^ which bfi knew could not be fatisfy'd with 
t'he Augmentfltjipn, of the Po>ver of the Houfe of 
^^firia. He i^lfo fcnt Emiflfarios into the King- 
dom of Naples, y which always fwarms wi.^ 
Malecon tents* ^nd forry Fellows, ufually em.- 
ploy'd on the like .Occafion§. In ftbott^ he was 
of Opinion that the greateft Part of Italy oaJy 
wanted a favourable Opportunity to declare 
againit the Houfe of Anflria i and that as fooo 
as the Troops were landed on their Coaft, there 
would be a general Infurredion. It appeared 
very plain, that the King of Sicily only defir*d 

that 






Cardinal Alberoni. 91 

hit Opportunity for figning a Treaty co which' 
e was cot avcrfe, any farther, tlian that good 
Wicy dill not permit him to join with Spain, 
ttilcfs he had Suppli^ in Hand ,- fw otherwife 

would have expos'd him to becOtoe a Viiftinv I 
fb the RefciitracDt of the Imperial Court. ■ ^ 

The Cardinal having fee all chefc Coniidc^ 
rations before the King his Mailer, did ac 
length obtain his Confent for putting in Execu-' 
tion the Plan which he had ptojcfted, namely, 
to invade Sardimn firft, where he was fiire of 
Affiftance from the very People of the Illandi 
and then to make a Defcent on the Kingdom 
of N/ifki, on the Side of Calabntt, while the 
Troops of Savoy and Sk'h invaded the King- 
dom on the other Side ; and that after the R&- 
duftioii of Sardifim, the Troops which had been 
cmploy'd on this Expedition, fhoiiid be lent to 
(he Affiftance of the King of Skih, who flioiild, j 
therewith attempt the Conqucft of the Milanefe^t 
which fliould be given up to hira for moft Part? q 
to make good his Expences. 

At length this Fleet, which was plentitully 
fiirnifh'd with all NecelTaries, and the fetting 
eut of which had made alt Europe uneafy, 
Body being able to penetrate iwo the Dclign o£] 
the Armament, fail'd towards the end of July^ 
and after having roam'd at Sea a-while, ro give 
lime to the Traiifport-Ships to join them, theyi 
made a Defcent upon the Ille of Sartiiaa 

;d of ^fg"/l, at the Salt Pirs; The 
y the Land Forces, to tiic Number of abw 

lOo Men, advanc'd towards Cagiuui tlic C 

I of tiie Idand, and encamped in the I 

of Lax,aret, while the Fleet call Anchor j 

the Town fide,, to be nearer at hand to land 



^^^ dw Artillery, and orlier NcceiTaries for a Sieg^^^ 
Next Day after the landing, the Marquefs deUdt, 
to whom the Cardinal committed the Secret 

' and Condiift of this Expedition, fent to fum- 

I mon the Marquefs of Rabi, Viceroy of the 

IQand, and Governor of tlie Capital, to furreii- 
der before he was reduc'd to an Extremity. 
This Marquefs is a Catalan, and was one of 

I thofe chiefly concern 'd in contintung the War in 

Cataioitia ; and after Barcelona had fuUmicced, he 

I kept the Majorcans, who receiv'd him for Vice- 

roy, from returning to their Obedience ; fo that 

' ic was expefted he would (hew all the Refolu- 

tion necerfary on this Occafion ; at leaft, to 
g2in fo much time, as to hinder his falling into 
the Power of the Court of Spain : Therefore he 
fent an Anfwer that he would hold out to the 
laft Extremity. The Duty of his Poft reqtiir'd 
fijch an Anfwer, and the Officer fent to him. 
bad fcarce itirn'd his Back, but he difpatch'd 
Orders througliout the whole Ifland, forbidding 
Proviflons to be carry 'd to the Spanijh Army, on 

I pain of Death ; and ordering all the Cifterns to 

be poifon'd, for the Deflruaion of the Soldiers 
who were landed, telling the People that the 
Spanmrdi were come on purpofc to cut their 

' Throats. 

The Marquefs dt Lede, being inform'd of 

I rhefe barbarous Orders, caus'd a Declaration to 

be publilh'd forthwith, to fatisfy (he Inhabitants, 
that the King of Spain had fent this Atrpy to 
deliver them from Oppreffion, and re-!nftarc_ 

I ihem in the Enjoyment of their Privileges, of 

which their Enemies had unjuflly depriv'd them. 
To this Declaration he added an Amncfly, for 
all that had been forc'd to take Arms againll the 
Catliol' 
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Catholic King t promis'd to -pay ready Money 
for all Provifions that {hould be brought to clic 
Anny ; and declar'd that he would tverdy 
punidi Mar/iuders, and all others, tharfboulddp 
the tcaft Wrong to the Inhabitants. 

This Dedaration had all the Effefl that 
could be expedcd, for prcfently the Sptmi^ 
Camp abounded will all forts of Provifions, 
and the Peafants went even to the remotcft 
Places to fetch them Water, after having dif- 
cover'd the poifon'd Wells to the ^anijb Ge- 
neral, who caus'd Centinels to be plac'd there, 
to hinder the Soldiers from drawing the Water. 

After thcfe firlt necefl'ary Difpolitions , the 
Marqiiefs de Led? haflen'd the Siege of CagUari 
with that Expedition and Succefs, that he foon 
became Mafter of the Town ; but the Mar- 

^ucfs Rjihy retir'd with his GamTon into the 
laille, which he held out till the lyrh of 
September ; but hearing that the Day before the 
Beliegers had receiv'd a Supply of 16 Tartans, 
convoy'd by two Men of War ; and forefceing 
that che CaRIe would be obliged to furrcnder, 
he thought h"c to abandon ir, with feme Gentle- 
men oti Horfe-back, leaving the Command to 
the Marquefs del/a Guardia aiid Colonel Carterm, 
who defended it till the jorh, when the Garrifon 
beat a Parley ; but the Marquefs de Lede gran- 
ted them no other Capitulation, than to be 
tranfported to Genoa, on condition not to bear 
Arms for iix Weeks. 

While this pafs'd in Sardinia, and all ttic 
Powers of Europe being inform'd of the Expedi- 
tion, all the Ministers, who redded at the 
Court of Spain, had Orders from their Maftecs 
make great Complaints of this Condu&, 
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againft a Prince '*rhofe Atfns were aftnaUy eto- 
' ployM in the Defence of Chriftianity. Thte 
Emperor beirig the Perfon moft concem'd, mack 
the greateft Outcry. After he had given Or* 
ders for fending as many SiiGcoiirs to Sardinia^ 
ts ppffible^ he difpatdi 4 othet^to the CdUnt de 
Caliafchy h%s Bmbaflador at Rome, ta mak^ the 
ftrongeft and inoft vigorous, but, at the feme 
time, the ihoft rcfpcftful Complaints of it to 
the Holy Father, whom the Council of Viema 
accusH ^t fii*ft of conniving with Spain ,• and be- 
lieved that he was as well informed of this Phk^ 
jeft, before it was put in Execution, as he was 
of the Marriage of the frincefs of Pdrma^ 
The Imperial Emtaflador difcharg'd his Coiii- 
miflion in fuch a frank Manner^ as was afTuredly 
not at all relifli'd by the Holy Father ; who, ta 
kppeafe the Emperor, protelied openly that he 
had no hand in the JDefigns of the Catholic 
King, and.rail'd moft bitterly againft the new 
Cardinal, who, he faid^ had abusM his godd 
Nature^ and deceived hiiti. But the Imperial 
Minifter was not fat isfy'd- with bare Words, for 
he knew the contrary of all that the Pope had 
told him I and was convincM that he was not 
only privy to the Defign of the Sfanifh Fleet, 
but that he had alfo niade ufe of his Authority 
to perfuade fome of the Italian Princes to de* 
elate fiw: Spain. Therefore he demanded real 
Fads, namely, that the Pope Should break. off 
all Commerce with Spain, recal his Nuncio, who 
had been ; concerned in part of the Intrigue, 
annul the Bull which granted King Philip the 
Tenths "of the Eftates of the Clergy of Spain 
knd the Indies, and degrade Cardinal ^Attironi 
' from the Honours of his Gap and Purpte; ■ 
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Thefe Propofals put the Hdy Father to k 
terrible Ndnpte' J in the mean time he'rauft 
give Satisfaftion to the G)urt of Vienna^ or bc^ 
hpld'the Tjerritories of the Holy See expos'id to 
iM ilitary Executions, with which the faid Court 
threaten^ all the Princes of Italy y ^^liom thij 
fufpefted to be in a Corre(pondence with !^ir. 
The Holy Father fent for the Cardinals Acqua^ 
viva and del Giudici to his Cabinet, td confuk 
with them whatCourfe he ihodld take to (ip^^f 
the one without 6ffending the Other. Giudici ex- 
cused himfelf from ineddling in thofe Affairs, of 
which he pretended he had no Knowledge, the' 
his Negotiations, as he pafsM to Gema and 
and 7uriny when he retired fifom Spain to Rcm^'^ 
were able to convince hipa of the Contrary. 
Cardinal Acquivvtvd went toMs Holinefs, whonl 
he found very ihuch alarm'd; .an4 they agreed 
to write immediately to \Af/iir/i, to Know tfat 
upfliot of the Refolutions of tlie Cardinal ihd 
the Court; arid that in the mean time the HOiy 
Father fliould pretend abundance of Anger ih 
public, on purpofe, if poffibic, to blind the 
Imperial Minifter. In fhort, theShamw'as fir- 
ry *d on fo far, as to threaten Cardinal Ac^uavrJa 
with recalling the Nuncio from Madrid -y to 
which the'Cardinal anfwcr'd very warmly," tliat 
.the Holy Father was \ni own Mafter, and 
\might do "as he pleas'dr bdt that if lie did 
'as he threatened, no more >Jiiricio§ Would be rc- 
c^ivfd for the ftoture in the Dominions of the 
King his. Mafter. 

Air this mighty Qiiarrel ended only iij Words, 
'and the Holy Father came. very well off by 
writing two .Letters, diie to liis Nuncios in 

Germany y 
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Cermanyy and another to the King of Sfain^ or 
rather to his chief Minifter. Here follows the 
firft. 

torafinuch aSy ufon the News of the Refotutidn 
taken by the Spanifh Court to turn thofe Shifs againjl 
Sardinia, which according to fo many repeated Pro^ 
mifes Spain had not only defignd for the Levant a-f 
gainfl the Turk, but had given out they were already 
gone that IVay^ the World wiU ferhap be curioni to 
know how his Holinefs will carry it in fo important a 
JunEiure, both for his ovm Honour, and for that of 
the Holy See : I efleem it therefore neceffavy to let your 
Lordfliip knoWy that his Holinefs waa no fooner ajfurd 
of the horrid' Faulty but he waa rffolvd to fend an 
Exprefs to the Nuncio in Spain, with OxJiers to de^ 
liver King Philip a Letter of the fame Tenour with 
the Copy hereto annex d ; and to teU him moreover^ 
Xas to the Indultos granted him by his Holinefs for 
pjoo Subjidies ; one to raife a Million and half upon 
the EJiates of the Ecckfafticks in the Indies ; the 
other for 500000 DucatSy Spanifh Money ; in order 
to employ the Produce towards the Charges which hU 
Migejiy Jhould be at in his Expedition agaitjl the 
Turks, both difeSled to the faid Nuncio for Exe^ 
cutiony) that if m yet they had not been executed^ they 
fiould remain of no EfftBy fince the Caufe was ceaad^ 
Toiir Lordjbip may in cafe of Need reprefent to whonf 
it may be convenient y the Importance of this Step taken 
by his Holinefsy both with regard to the Letter, and 
to the other Refolution which accompany s it ; and yoU 
may add the Confequences like to refult from ;>, to the 
end that every one may be convincd of the Candor y as 
well aa Vigor, with which his Holinefs haa , and 
does ftiU behave on this Occajion. ' 

Rome, Septemb. 4. 1717. 

But 
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But the Letter which the Holy Father wrote 
l^ith his own Hand to the Catholick Ring, and 
which he did not fail to value himfelf upon to 
the Emperor, is a plainer Indication than any 
other Refleftions which may be made, whether 
or no the fame was not concerted to mollify 
the juft Refentment of the Council of Vienna ; 
the rather, becaufe it had no Effeft, fince the Nun- 
cio ftay*d, and that the Catholick King went on 
quietly to raife the Tenths, in Contempt of the 
Pope's Prohibitions ,- who, if he had not con- , 
niv'd at it, would have had Recourfe to the 
Thunder of the Vatican, rathei: than be dilb- 
bcy'd. 

The Important and Politick Letter which fol- 
lows was infcribM indeed to the King, but writ- 
ten for Cardinal Alberonu 



A LETTER fmnthe Po'pe to the King 

OJ St AIK. 

Mofi Dear Son in Jefm Chrtfl, Heahh 
and Apoftolical Benediction. 



AS We no ways doubted the Aflurances 
your Majefty had given Us more than 
once, that the Ships of War which We had 
inftantly demanded of you, and which you had 
caused to be equip'd, were defignM for pow- 
erfully fuccouring the Chriftian Fleet againft 
the Turks : Upon which Perfwafion, and to 
contribute to your Glory, We prefently im- 
** parted it in Confiftory to Our venerable 
" Brethren, the Cardinals of the Holy Rtman 
*^ Church i and alfo what was afterwards ad- 

H •'vis'd 
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*^ vis'd on your Part, that thofe Ships had fet 
Sail to go to the Levant to fupport the Common 
Caufe, as you had often promis'd Us. We were 
'^ fo much the more perfwaded of this, as We de- 
*' (ir*d it with Ardour, having received Advice, 
*' that that Fleet, altho' it had valiantly defended 
** the Caufe of the Chriftian Name, expefted 
with Impatience the Arrival of thofe Auxiliary 
Ships, finding themfelves very much fatigu a 
by the bloody Battles lately fought in the Ar- 
chipelago. 

*' Your Majefty may then judge of the Sur- 
prijLC and Grief We have been in, upon the 
*' News lately fpread, that your Ships had not 
*^ taken the Road you had marked to Us, but 
*^ another direftly contrary to your Promifes ; 
fo that the Orthodox Religion could not hope 
for any Succours from it, but on the contrary 
" had all Reafon to be in Fear of moft dangerous 
" Confequences. 

" We profefs to you, that hitherto We have 
" endeavoured to foften the Grief We had con- 
'^ ceivM upon this News, in not believing that 
*^ any Credit ought to be giyen to it, altho' it 
'' was confirm'd by the Difcourfe and by the 
*' Complaints of many, becaufe We looked upon it 
" as a Thing dircdly contrary to your great Pi- 
'^ ety, the Faith of your Promifes, and even to 
*^^ the Duty of a Catholick King, in a Time 
when the Church was in fo great Danger. 

But as the common Report of this Affair, 
fpread on all Sides, makes Us fear, that by 
^^ the Artifices of feme Pcrfons you may have 
been drawn, againlt your own Inclination, into 
" this dcftruftive and dangerous Dcfign, which, 
^* as 'tis Qiid^ you have already made known : 
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** Our fincere and paternal Charity towards yoii 
permits Us not to hold our Peace in fo great 
a Danger, not only to your Reputation, but 
even to your Soul. For who does iM)t fee 
*' what Account you have to give to the 
^^ King of Kings, and what Stain this would be 
*' to your Reputation, if your Counfellors ihould 
*^ be able to extort from you a Defertion of the 
*' Common Caufe ^ that you Ihould have no Re- 
gard to the Pcril^of the Chriftian Religion j 
and that forgetting yourfelfj you fhould carry 
" elfcwhere the Troops and Arms defignM to a 
" facred War, and to the Defence of the Holy 
Church ; and that you ihould not regard the 
Faith you have given to us, or rather to God^ 
who will not be mocked, and in whofe Kame 
we have received your Promifes ? Thofe Coun-' 
*' fcllors will draw upon thcmfelves the terrible 
*' Eftcfts of the Divine Vengeance ; they have 
given to your Majefty- fuch pernicious Coun- 
fels, as tarnifli the Glory of your Royal 
*' Name, elude the Cares and the Efforts of Out 
*^ Paftoral Fundion for the Defence of the ChriP 
** tian Name ; and which, in fine, God, terrible 
to the Kings of the £arth> will not permit ta 
pafs unpunilh^d. 

What Oflfences in Efteft may not your Mi- 
•' nifters bring upon them, for counfelling you tor 
" prefer them to the Caufe of God ? What Rea- 
*' Tons can they alledge which ought to be pre-*' 
*' fer^d to the Good of the Catholick Religion, 
to the Advancement of the Glory of God^ 
and to the utgent Neceffities of the Chriilian 
'^ Commonwealth ? Can they take for Pretence, 
" that Jcfus Chrift has in any thing failed in his 
t Word to them,, or tihat be has done them any 

Ha !• l^ 
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^ Injuftice for maintaining their Want of Faith 
" in him, and abandoning the Caufe of his 
" Name and his Rights, ta which they were 
'' obliged ? 

" We moft inftantly pray then your Majefty, 
" and conjure you, ift the Name of Jefus Chrift, 
** as we have freely reprefented to you, but with 
** a paternal Affeftion, that according to your 
" Equity and Angular Prudence, you make fe- 
" rious Reflexions upon t^ Dangers of the 
" Chriftian Commonwealth, the Church and 
" Chrift*s Religion ,• and that you will pleafe to 
" liften to Us ; Us, who hold the Place of a 
*' Father to you, who love you tenderly, who 
*' give you true and falutary Counfels ,• rather 
^* than to thofe Sons of Defiance, who think not 
*^ but of Things of this World ,• and who, de- 
firing not fo much your Grandeur, as to ac- 
quire your Applaufe, infpire you with Dc- 
*' figns advantagious in Appearance, but moft 
•* pernicious in Effrd ,- and that you will take a 
""* Refolution that will make you leave things in 
^ the State they were y or ii thofe Counfellors 
** have induced you to make an Alteration, that 
" you will reftore them again to their former 
*^ State, and thereby recover your Glory and 
" your Confcience, concribute to the public 
" Tranquility, and prevent, in fine, the Com- 
*^ plaints of all good Men. 

" Our venerable Brother Po?nfeio, Archbiihop 
*^ of NeorCefarea [ Adriample ] our Nuncio at 
*^ your Court, will tell you more upon this Sub- 
** jeft ; and We pray you to be pleas'd to liften 
*^ LO him always with Favour, as you have been 
" us'd to do. In tlie mean time, we Ihall not 
^^ ceafe to pray to God, in whofe Hands are the 
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^^ Hearts of Kings, that he will give the 
" Strength to our Words and our Councils, that 
they may be able to foften the Mind of your 
Majefty, and make you form Defigns that 
'' may not ftop the Courfe of the Celeflial Bene- 
diftions upon you ; but that he may fliower 
more and more upon you, for the continual 
Good of your Kingdom : And as a Pledge of 
our Pontifical Charity, we give you moft affec- 
tionately our Ap<^olical Benediftion. 

Given at KomCy at Sta. Maria Majora, under 
the Bfiers Seal, the 2 $th of Auguft, Anno 
1 71 7i and of our Papacy the i jtb. 

All the Potentates of Eurofe formed almoft 
the fame Complaints againft the Conduft of the 
jS^aniJh Miniftry, but no Body with more Ear- 
neftncfs than the EngUJh Minifier, whofe Coun- 
try Men had fuffery by this Expedition ; for a 
great Number of EngUjh Ships, and thofe of 
other Nations, were feiz'd in the Eaftem Ports 
of Spainy to join the Spanijb Fleet ; upon which 
the Confuls were prefs'^d with abundance of 
Complaints ; and they, in their Turn, apply'd 
to the Britifb Minifter refiding at Mudrid^ who 
prefented a Memorial to Cardinal Alberoniy de- 
manding the immediate R^lcafe of all the Engtijb 
Ships made ufe oF againfi Sardinia, The Mi- 
niftcrs of other Powers top were willing to be 
informed of the Caufe of an Expedition fo un- 
ifortleen» an.d made at a Time when it was be- 
liev'd that po Body liad lefs Caufe of Apprchcn- 
fion than the Emperor. All thefc preffing Soli- 
citations (did, at laft, oblige the Cardinal 
publi^ the following MauiieAo^ which waf 
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his own Compofition, and drawn up in Form of 
fi Letter from the Secretary Grimaldoy to all the 
Sfanijh' Minifters at Foreign Courts, 

COTT of a LETTER oftheMar^ 
quefs Grimaldi, one of the Principal Secre- 
taries of State in the Court of Madrid, to 
the Minijlers of his Catholic Majejiy^ in the 
fe'veral Foreign Courts. Dated Auguft 9^ 



SC 






IT is not to be doubted, that the Paflagc 
^* and Employment of the Forces of the 
?^ King (whom God preferve) for the Reduc- 
*' tion of the Ifland of Sardinia] at a Time 
^^ when all the Chriftian States had reafon to 
** perfuade themfclves, that that Armament was 
^ defign^ to reinforce the Chriltian Fleet againft 
the common Enemy, according to the gene- 
rous Offers which his Ma jefty had made to 
^ his Holinefs, has much furpriz'd your Excel- 
^^ lency, 'as well as the Public, feeing, that evxn 
" I myfelf have been extreamly aftonifhy at it, 
who having the Honour to be fo near his 
" *Ma jefly, may be allowed, fo much the more, 
^^ to know, what no Body is unacquainted with^ 
,his Uprightnefs, his Juftice, his Religious Ob- 
fervance of his Royal Word, his extream De* 
licacy in Matters of Confcience, and his Supe- 
^^ riority of Spirit' m Adverfities, which are fo 
^\ many Parts that compofe this Monarch, and 
" make him furpafs his Predeceflbrs the moft 
Catholic and the moft Holy. In the mean time, 
^* who can imagine, that a Prince, adorn'd with 
l^ all thefe Virtues, forgetting himfelf (as we 
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*' may fay) fo much, fliould undertake an Aft 

^* of Hoftility againft the Archduke, at a time 

*^ when he had upon his Hands fo dangerous a 

*^ War againft the lurks , and when even the 

*^ Coafts of the Ecclefiaftical State were threat- 

*^ md with an Invafion ? The Cafe being thus, 

^^ no body can reafon otherwife, than that the 

" Motives muft be very great and very preffing, 

^^ that fliould force fuch a Refolution ; Motives 

^* which after a long and furprizing Silence I have 

-' at laft been informM of from the living Oracle 

'" of his Majefty's facred Mouth, with Order to 

^^ communicate it to your Excellency, which I 

" ftiall do with allpolfible Brevity. 

" Greatnefs of Soul made his Majefty bear 
*^ with the Difmemberment of his Dominions, 
/^ which the Plenipotentiaries would facrifice to 
*^ the Tranquility of Europe. After which he 
*^ perfwaded himfelf, that thefe ftipulated Sacri- 
.** fices fliould have at leaft fecur'd to him the reft 
." of this Nation, as glorious as aillifted. But 
" no fooner had he parted with the Surrender 
" of Sicily in Favour of the Repofe of Spain, up- 
** on the Condition of the Evacuation of Cam- 
*^ loniay and the Ifle of Majorca, than he found, 
" that the Orders received for that Purpofe were 
"conceard.i and when at laft it came to the 
^^ Knowledge of his Allies, it was pretended, 
" that the Treaty fhould be executed, by virtue 
*' whereof his Majefty demanded the Evacuation 
of the Places. Nothing was more eafy for 
that purpofe, than for the Garrifons of the 
Archduke to have furrender'd to the King's 
Troops the Gates of the Places they pofl'cfs'd, 
*^ in the fame manner as was reciprocally prac- 
" tis*d among the Potentates of Europe i but 
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" quite on the contrary, the Generals of the 
** Archduke, violating the publick Faith of Trea- 
*' ties, and the reciprocal Engagements, aban- 
" don'd the Places to the Catalans^ making them 
** at the fame time believe that they would foon 
** return, and thereby fomented their Difquiet 
" and rebellious Spirit fo far, as to induce them 
" to think of a furious and obftinate Refiftance ; 
" and for the better Support of that Refiftance, 
'^ which was the more injurious to his Majefty, 
as it was powerful, the Generals, when they 
embark'd, permitted that the Horfes of their 
Troops fliould be left and abandon'd to the 
^* Rebels. And they had even a Defign to de* 
** liver to them Ofialrky a Place that had been 
*^ put into their Hands for the more eafy and 
*' ^fe Imbarkation of their Troops. 

^^ What Expences, what Deftruftions, and 
" what AfRiftions and Miferies, has not this Vi- 
olation of Faith, and Contravention of Trea- 
ties, which ought to be facred, brought upott 
*^ Spain ? The Continuation of the War had been 
' Icfs fenfible, and the Lofles it might have 
brought, more glorious to Spain. 

With all thi^ the King, for the Love of 
publick Peace, diffen^led, and fhut his Eyes 
upon the continual Succours that came from 
Naples to fupport the Boldncfs of the Rebels, 
*^ in hopes of procuring Sti^p by Step Repofe to 
" his Snbjeftc^ after fo long and ruinous a War, 
*^ and another without Name, How much more 
'* eafy would it have been to his Majefty to 
*^ Rave invaded, with his powerful Armies and 
" Squadrons, the Dominions the Archduke pof- 
*^ fcfs'd, to make him fenfible of the injurious 
^^ ^nd infidious Treatment he had been^iilty of? 

" But 
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But nocwithftanding all this, the EflcAs of . 
" his Breach of Fairh did not flop there. 

" Letters were fent to the Generals and Go- 
" \-ernors of Majorca to furrendcf it to the 
" King i but contrary Orders privately given, 
^ animated them to delay thcPciltjritiJdce, and -"B 
'' gain time for the Arrival of Germau Succours, 
" to force Spain to a new War, to equip Sqna- 
" drons, and to plunge the Kingdom into new 
" Expellees and Miferies, 'till in the End, the 
" Ki'-.g made himfeif Maftirr of the City, and 
'* the liland was deliver'd to him. 

" It muft naturally be believ'd, that thefema- 
*' nii«ft and aiichencick Afts of tiie Breach of 
'* Faith did not end there. But the Miniftry of 
*' Vitnna went fo far, as to approve them by 
" publick Demon (Irations, and by the Recom- 
" pcnccs given to mod obftinate Rebels, and 
*' who moft diftinguifh'd themfclvcs by their cri- 
*' minaJ Operations, declaring chemfcUcs there- 
" by the Authors of Actions fo injurious, com- 
" mitted by a People fo unworthy, fo viie, and 
'' fo perfidious. 

" The War which the Tttrh declar'd againft 
" the Emperor, prefentcd certainly to his Ma- 
" jcfty a fair Opportunity of revenging himfclf, 
*' and open'd a Door to re-enter the Dominions 
" ufurp'd from him. But inftead of taking Ad- 
*' vs lUge of that ConjLmfture, he not only 
" uv'ndefcendfd nor to diflurb the Peace of lia- 
*' ij, but in oppoluion to his own Inrcreft, he 
" indireaiy contributed to the aggrandizing of 
" ..is Enemy, employing his own Forces, by a 
" "^ Motive *l Religion, to reinforce the Allies of 
" ic A.c.-Duke, aiid aHift thera in conquering 
** J js tncnues, 
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" The King, after this, believ'd that a Con- 
** duft fo fincere and difinterefted would have 
^' produced in the Mind of the Arch-Duke, if 
*' not a Dcfire of Peace, at lead the Attention 
*' and Regard which is obferved even among 
•* declared Enemies, and the Generals of Ar- 
^* mies, in fight of one another ; among whom 
** reciprocal Civilities are obferv'd. But far from 
** following that Pradice , injurious Declara- 
tions have on the contrary been publifli^d at 
Viennay in Italy, and in Flaxders, againft the 
^' Perfon of the King, and againft his Crown, 
** fo far as to caufe the Inquifitor General of 
Spain to be feii'd, notwithftanding that he was 
furnifh^d with the Pope's Pafl'port, fortified 
with the Confent and Approbation of Cardi- 
*' nal Schrottenbach. This hft Aft has recalled 
^ to the Mind of his Majcfty the paft Offences', 
^' and the Obligations that lie upon a King to 
** revenge himfelf, and acquire Satisfaftion for 
*^ the Injuries he has fufter'd ; which he cannot 
*^ difpenl'e with, without weakening his Autho- 
^' rity in the Minds of his People y who will 
*' look upon him as incapable of fecuring their 
*' Repofe, if he puts up the Affronts that arc 
** ofierM to his Crown. 

" Upon all which, it is to be confider'd, that 
*^ the Miniftry of Vienna have at all times 
*^ fought all poflible Means of humbling die 
«^ Minds of a Nation fo fcrupulous and delicate 
*' in the Point of Honour, and who take fuch 
*' Offence at a publick Injury offered their King. 
" Nothing but tiiefe ferious Confidcrations could 
*^ have put a flop to the Courfe of his Majefly's 
** Intentions of fending the powerful Succours 
^^ that were prepared againft the Enemy of the 

" Arch- 
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^^ Arch-Duke the Turk^ and excite his Juflice to 
employ them in a lawful Vengeance. *" 

Your Excellency is charged to make known. 
That his Majefty, who has concur'd in ad- 
^^ jufting the Differences of Rome with a Zeal 
'^ and Intention fo pure, for the Good and Ho- 
^^ nour of the Church, could never, without the 
^^moft powerful Motives, have ftop'd thofe 
*^ Forces with' which he was always difpos'd to 
*^ aggrandize it. And it is a great Mortification 
^' to me, to fee that thefc Succours demanded 
^* by his Holinefs, are for fome time delayed, 
^' which his Majefly thro' a jufl Refentment 
^' cannot avoid. It were to be hopM, that the 
^^ Conduft of the Miniftcrs of a Prince fo con- 
" fideratble as is the Arch-Duke, had been re- , 
^^ gulatcd and proportioned to the Dignity of a 
^* Sovereign ; and that they had not expos^ 
^* thcmfelves to the >uft Blame that is due to a 
*' continual and manifefl Want of good Faith. 

Thefe Reafons» tho' plaufible in Appearance, 
gave Satisfadion to no body. The Emperor 
being apprehen/ive that fome of the Princes of 
ftaly would fuffer themfelves to be mifled, re- 
peated his Threats, the moft terrible Storm of 
which fell upon the Duke of ParmOj whofe Do- 
minions he was refoIvM to fequeflrate ; by this 
Means he chaftis'd two at once, the Dake and 
the Pope. However, he forbore farther Me- 
naces, under an Apprehenfion that fuch Severity 
would exafperate the Parties. Notwithftand- 
ing this Conduft, the Duke was really frighted, 
and fent a Difpatch to Cardinal Acquaviva to 
entreat the Pope, to ciufe the Standard of the 
Church to be fet up in his Capital City, and to 

Gar- 
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Garrifon it in his own Name ; as fevcral of his 
Prcdcceflbrs had done, apparently with a View, 
that the Emperor's Cuirafliers would have 
tater regard to his Holinefs's Troops than to 
lis own. The King of England and the Duke 
Regent of France not being fatisfy'd with the 
Reafons alledgM in the Cardinal^s Manifefto, re- 
newed their Complaints, and gave out, more es- 
pecially the former, that if the Court of Spain 
did not put a flop to the Execution of their 
Projeds againft Italy, his Majefty would be ob- 
liged, by Virtue of the Treaty of May lyitf, 
to affift the Emperor his Ally. 
,. The Cardinal reply'd to the King of Eng" 
land's Rcmonftrance, with very preffing Com- 
. plaints againft the Britijb Miniftry's Conduft, 
in negociating the faid Treaty of Alliance, a$ 
incompatible with thofe of the Peace and Com- 
merce concluded at Utrecht in the Reign of 
Queen Anne, and afterwards renewM upon King 
George's Acceffion to the Crown : Since it is evi- 
dent the Signing of the abovemention'd Treaty 
in the Month of May 171 5, was a kind of De- 
claration of War againft Spain ; in regard that 
England engaging in that Treaty to maintain 
the Houfe of Au/iria in the PoffeflTion of all 
their Rights and Claims, publickly efpous'd 
their Caufe againft S^ain, with which the faid 
Houfe of Aufiria had not yet made a Peace ; 
becaufe they refused to quit the Pofl'effion of 
feveral Dominions belonging to that Crown. 
How reafonable and well grounded foever thefc 
Complaints appeared to the Cardinal, which the 
Marquefs de Monteleone, Ambaflfador of Spain at 
the Britijh Court, made to King George, in the 
Name of the King his Mafter ^ no other An-r 
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fwcr was retum'd, than that the Tteaty of 
171(5 was not concluded without the Know- 
ledge of the King his Maffer; fince M. Briit', 
who was then charg'd witli the Care of the 
Brttijh Intercft at the Court of Madrid, had 
communicated it to King Philtp, before it was 
fign'd ; To this Anfwer it was added. That his 
Catholick Maj'efty had no reafon to complain, 
lince an Alliance of the like Nature was pro- 
pos'd to him. Cardinal Alheroni judg'd a new 
Alliance between the two Crowns to be altoge- 
ther needlefs, efpecially at the Time that ic 
was ofcr'd ; fince there was no Treaty capable 
of making a more ftriift Union between them 
than tiiat of Utrecht, which having re-eftablifli'd 
Peace and a good Correfpondence between Spain 
and England, appcar'd to the Cardinal in all re- 
fpefts incompatible with that which King 
George then concluded with the only Enemy o( 
the Spaxijh Monarchy. Laftly, the Cardinal, 
who feem'd not to be fo well appriz'd, as be 
ought to have been, of the Poflure of Affairs 
in England, and of the Superiority of the Court 
Party in the Parliament ; either did not pene- 
trate into the Pruftum Mvtile of the Meafures 
taken by the Minifters of London, or thought 
(which is probable) that the Brittjli Nation 
would never confcnt to any Step, that might 
occafion their iofing the Advantages they reap'd 
from their amicable CorreJpondence with Spain, 
for the fake of efpouling the Caufe of a Prince, 
with whom that Nation (as one may fay) had 
no Commerce : But the Sequel has made it ap~ 
pear, that the Cardinal did not then conceive a 
rigiit Notion of the Matter. 

During 
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During all thefe Tranfaftions, the Marquefi 
de Ijde did not let flip the leaft Opportunity 
that might promote the entire Conqueft of &iy- 
dinia. The Marquefs Ruby was furpriz'd in h\% 
Retreat by a Detachment commanded by 
Count PozMeluy againft whom the Marque& 
valiantly defended himfelf four Hours, till ha- 
ving loft above half his Convoy, which only 
confifted of lyo Horfc, and being wounded ift 
the Arm, he nude his efcape into a Wood in 
the Difguife of a Peafant, leaving to the Mercy 
of the Spaniards the Count San Antonio Gene- 
ral of the Gall ies of Sardinia, who was taken 
Prifoner with fix or feven Officers : Thefe were 
the firtt Fruits of the Triumph, and great Care 
was taken to convey them forthwith into Spain* 
The Marquefs Ruty retired to Larghero or Algeria 
a Place in a fufficient Condition of Defence, fi- 
tuate feventy Miles from Cagliari, on the Wef- 
tern Coaft of the Ifland, where he met witb 
part of the Regintent of Hamiltony fent thither 
from the Milanefe, as foon as notice was givea 
there of the Defcent of the Spaniards. The 
Vice- Roy did not ftay long, at Larghero, 
and had fcarce Time to provide for the 
Defence of that Place and of Caflel Arra^ 
gpnefe, 35 Miles on the North of Larghero, 
when he received Advice that Cagliari had 
capitulated,- and that Sajfari lying between 
Larghero and Cafiel Ayragonefe, and being the? 
Capital City of the Northern Part of the Iflandy 
dignify'd with an Archiepifcopal See, had de-- 
clar'd for the ^niardsy who were become Maf*' 
ters of the whole Ifland, except thofe two 
Places : So that being continually apprehenfive 
of falling into the Hands of the S^aniards^ he 
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quitted Sardinia^ and retired to GenoHy with fome 
Noblemen of the- Ifland that a^dherM to the 
Intereft of the Hottfe of Auftria. His Depar- 
ture was foon followed by the Surrender of the 
two only Places, where be had left a Garrifon. 
Thus the Marquefs de Lede compleated the Cou- 
queft of this Kingdom in two Months. 

The Advice of thefe Proceedings received at 
Madrid^ caused Cardinal Alberoni to take Cou* 
rage, who fufpeding that the Germans might 
make a longer RefiAance, began to defpairof 
the Succefs of that Enterprize, on which de-, 
pended that of the Projed he had form'd againft 
the' other Dominions of Italy. On the other 
hand, the MiniAers of Frame and England did 
not ceafe foUiciting the Court to fufpend the 
Execution of thofe Projefts, into the Secret of 
which they could not penetrate : For how myf- 
terious foever the Conduft of Minifters of 
State may for the moft part appear to be, yet 
it's known that fomewhat is uiually I^t fall oa 
which a Conjedure may be grounded: But 
upon this Occafion, fince the Armament of the 
Spaniards^ as little Infighc has been got into their 
Defigns, as if the W^ar were but juft begun, 
which has given upon good Grounds a great 
Idea of the Cardinal's Capacity, who not being 
able to do every thing himfclf, had the Judg- 
ment to pitch upon Perfons fo very faithful in 
keeping the Secret fo inviolably : He made ufc 
of the good Difpofitions he found the King in, 
(upon the Arrival of the Courier that brought 
the News of the Surrender of the whole Ifland of 
Sardinia) to incite that Prince to purfue a Project, 
the Beginnings of v/hich were fo fuccefsfiil ^ and 
to anfwer the MiniAers of Fra)2C€ and England 

with 
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with a Hrm Refolution. His Catholick Ma* 
jefty exprefling to him the Satis&ftion he had 
in his Conduft, gave him full Power to aft as 
he ihould think fit in cat rying on the projefted 
Defign. The Cardinal made the firft Ufe of 
his Power, by giving thole Minifters whom his 
Conduft had made uneafy, a fatisfadory An- 
fwer, at leaft in Appearance ; and aflfur'd them 
that the King his Matter facrificing his own It>- 
tcrcft to the Tranquility of Europe^ would con- 
tent himfelf for the prefent with the Conqueft 
of Sardinia^ and that they might afiure their 
Matters of it. He immediately difpatch'd In- 
ftrudions to the Spanijh Minitters at LmdoHy at 
Paris^ and at the Hague^ to give the fame AfTu- 
rances to the Sovereigns at whofe Courts they 
redded -y and to adjutt all their Anfwers, to all 
the Remonttrances that might be made to them3 
according to that Plan. 

However, he usM no lefs Expedition to for- 
ward the raifing of new Regiments, and refit- 
ting of the Ships come back from Sardinia ; to 
caufe others to be bought in all Ports, and 
others to be launchM in all the Docks of ^ain ; 
to ere& good Magazines on all the Coatts, and 
punftually to defray all the Expences neceflary for 
10 great Preparations. So that all Europe was in 
the greateft Surprize to fee Spain^ whofe Trcafurc 
fbme Years ago feem'd to be fo exhautted, that 
flie was in no Capacity to fit out a fmall Fleet 
to Sea, ttionld now find Refources fufficient to 
anfwer all the Charges incur'd to this Inttant ;' 
and thofc Sums of Money that are proposM to 
be laid out, in order to have ore of the moft 
confiderable Fleets at Sea, and an Army ca* 
pable of putting vatt Defigns in Execution. 

How- 
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However, England did not fuflfer herfelf to be 
decoy'd by the fair Promifes of the Stanijh Mi-' 
nifter ; and while (he made a fhew or believing 
every thihg that was told her, ,fhe regulated her 
Conduft even according to that of Spain : And 
as the latter continued without IntetmifSon to 
make great Preparations, fo . the Miniftry of 
London loft no time in fitting out a numerous 
Fleet capable of making Head againft that of 
Spain. 

While this pafsM, the Means of Negotiation 
were not neglefted ; Colonel Stanhope was fent ta 
Madrid to join with M. Buhby and the Court of 
Frame difpatchM thither the Marquefs de Nancre. 
Thefe Minifters had ample Inftruftions to nego- 
tiate (if it were poffible) an Accommodation 
between the Court of Spain and the Empetor, 
who had in fbme Meafure refer'd his Intereft^to 
King George, deliring his Affiftance by virtue, of 
the Treaty of Alliance of 1 7 1 6. 

The Abbot du Bois went to London to .(Concert 
the neceffary Meafufes with his Britannic Ma jefty, 
whofe Armament did alfo give fome Jealoufy to 
France, 

In the mean while, the' King of Sicily gave 
Umbrage to all his Neighbours. The Emperor 
believing him to be in concert with Spain^ was 
apprehenfive that he would favour a Defcent on 
the Kingdom of Naples^ by falling into the M- 
laxefsy which was the Came that the Prince of 
LeewwenfieiHy Governor of Milan, loft no time in 
putting into a Pdfture of Defence all the Places 
of that Dutchy, that appeared moft expofed to 
the firft Infults^of fuch a Neighbour. The 
Pope, i^nd thq other Princes of Italy, as well at 
Spain, taking hdcice of the Proceedings of this 
J- I Prince, 
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Prince, who had fent (ome of his Miniftcrs to 
the Court of Vienna (where it was reported that 
a Marriage was negotiating between an Arch- 
dutchefs and the Prince of Piedmont) were, in a 
manner, perfuaded, that he only waited for the 
firft Opportunity to declare for the Emperor. 
:^ainy more efpecially, conceived a greater Jea- 
loufy than the others, when having caused an 
Alliance to be propos'd to his Sicilian Majefty, 
he only received loofe Anfwers, or Propofals fo 
extravagant, that it might be eafily perceiv'd 
that the faid Prince only aim'd to fpin out the 
Bufinefe, in order to make his own Advantage 
of the firft &vourable Opportunity. This in- 
duced the Cardinal to write to the King of Sich 
iy, and to ofter him the following Articles of 
Alliance. 

I. ^ I'hat there fhould be an offenfive and 
** defenfive League l^etween the two Kings, for 
^' as lot^ a time a$ that of Sicily fhould de- 
^,fire. . 

*" IL " That Spain, after having futdtied the 
** Kingdom of Naples, and not fooner, Ihould 
'* provide and maintain at her proper Coft, du- 
" ring the War in Lonibardj/y 3000 Hbrfe and 
** 1 2000 Foot, to carry on the Conqueft of the 
" State of Mian, jointly with the Troops of 
" the King of Sicily,; and farther be obliged to 
^^ maintain a Fleet in the Seas of Laly. 

III. " That Spain {kovld yield' and deKver up 
'' the State of Milan to the King of Sicily. 

IV. "That SpaiK ihould continue tlie WaY,* 
"till the entire ^St^t^^pf MHih be. fubducd, 
*^ and as lobg a$ tl^ !!King of Sicily ihould think 

". fit. 

V. « That 
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tV. ** Thic in the mean while, and by way of 
Depojitum, die King of Sialy ftiouM deliver np 
)fikily inco the Hands of the King of Spain ; 
who, in confideracion of this Defojjtum, fliotild 
Kmit to the King of Sah a Million of 
^■Crowns, to make a Levy of Soldiers. 

Thefc Preliminaries of a much longer Treaty 
were accompany'd with a Letter from the Car- 
dinal to the King, in which his Eminency mag- 
nify'd to his SicUraa Majefty the Advantages 
that would redound to him from this Alliance, 
prefling him to fend forthwith the moft ample 
lailruiSioHS to his Miniiler at Madrid, to ad;uft 
this important Affair. The King of Sktfy, who 
only fought to gain time, to fee on what Side 
the Ballance would tncUiie, teciini'd 3 long 
Anfwer to the Cardinal, ia wliich he entreated 
him to ail'ure his Catholic Majefty of his in- 
violable AtachmcDt to his Intercftj and of his 
fincere DifpoJition to enter into the ftriaeft Alli- 
ance with him on the following Terms. 

L " That the King fliould give him a Mil- 
" lion of Crowns to take tlie Field, 

n, " That his MajeOy Qiculd remit to him 
" every Month a Subiidy of 7000 Crowns, tto 
" carry on the War. * 

III. " That the King {bould caufe laooo 
" Men to march into the Stace of Miimt, 10 
" join the Troops of Piedmont. 

IV. *' That at the fame time the Spamjb 
" Army Ihould attack the Kingdom of Nl^le^ ,• 



I 



" and that the Garrifons of ilie conqticrd j 

" Towns ihould fioafifi of one half Sfamavif J 

^^ "and ^m 
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and the other half Piedmontefey under Piedmon^ 
tefe Governors and Spamjh Commanders. 

V. " That after the reducing of the King- 
dom of Naples, xoooo Men of the Troops of 
his Catholic Majefty Ihould enter the AHla- 
nefe, to join the Troops of Piedniom, obfer- 
ving, with refpeft to the Conquefts in that 
Country, the fame Regulation as in the King- 
dom of Napks. 

VI. " That the Contributions raised in the 
'^ State of Milan fhould be equally divided be- 
*' tween the Confederate Powers. 

VII. " That the Winter-Charters (hould be 
** entirely at the Difpofal o^ his Sicilian Ma- 
r^jefty. 

Vin. " That fince his Catholic Majefty 
could not fend Artillery into the Milanefsy his 
Sicilian Majefty fhould provide him with Am- 
munition, upon Condition that his Catholic 
" Majefty Ihould defray all the Charges. 

The Cardinal not being fo mere, a Novice 
in Politics, as not to perceive what was the 
Import of fuch an Anfwer, was confirm^ irt 
his Sentiments, that ^ there was fome. Juggle be- 
tween the Courts of Vienna and Twirn And the 
Court of Prance alfq, after having fent the 
Count de Medavi to Turiny without being able to 
dive into the King o( Sicily's Views, judged it 
a point of Prudence to ifepel Armament by Ar- 
mament, and caus'd a Body of Troops to 
march into Dauphine. . ' 

The Court of Rme had fcarce made a Peace 
with' that of Spain, by granting the Cardinal's 
Hat to the Abbot Alberom, when that Mimfter's 

» { good 
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good Fortune occafion'd new: Broils between the 
two Courts. 

Tiie Bifliop of Malaga dying. King Philip 
gratif} 'd the new Cardinal with that Bifhopric, 
the Revenue of which amounts to above 70000 
Crowns, and the Pope immediately difpatchM 
his Bulls to him for that purpofe : Thefe were no 
fooner fent from RonWy when Advice was brought 
thither that the Cardinal de Arias, Archbilhop 
of &vil, having likewife paid his Tribute to 
Nature, the King had nominated the Cardinal 
to that rich Archbifliopric ,• and that his Emi- 
nency having refign'd the Bifliopric of Malaga, 
his Majcfty had difposM of it in Favour of an- 
other. The Imperial Miniflcr laid hold of this 
Opportunity to infinuate to the Pope, that his 
HoLineis would difoblige his Imperial Majefiy, 
if he were fo cafily perfuaded to grant thofe 
new Bulls to Cardinal Alberoni^ with whom his 
Imperial Majefty had.fo much Reafon tobe dif- 
fatisfy'd , fince he look'd upon him as the Au- 
thor of the War with Spain ; a new Perplexity 
for the Sovereign Pontifti who was defirous to 
follow his temporizing Plan, and to carry it fair 
to both Parties : Thus, without refufing to gra- 
tify the Cardinal with his Bulls, he put oft the 
adual granting of them, under colour of inain- 
taining the Ecclefiaftical Difciplhi?, which re- 
quired that the Cardinal fbould receive the Bulls 
for his Bifliopric of Malaga, and that he fhould 
afterwards refign it, before he could be in a Ca- 
pacity of being provided with the Archbifliop- 
ric of SeviL Cardinal Acquaviva gave Advice to 
the Court of Madrid of what had pafs'd upon 
this Occafion ; and that Court immediately re- 
fenced the Afiront in fuqh a Manner^ that they 

I 3 threatened 
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cfareatenM th^ Court of Rome with a new RnjH 
ture. 

The Court of Fienna was fo far perfuaded of 
the Pope's Connivance, in Favour of the SpM^ 
Party, that all the Tunis and Wiles praftisM by 
his Holioefs could not convince them of the 
contrary, nor hinder the Count de GaBaa from 
asking the Holy father for a more real Security, 
by requiring his Cbnfcnt to the following De- 
mands. 

I. " That he fiiould renounce his Qaim to 
" the Inveftiture of the Kingdoms of Nafki 
" and Sicilj. 

n. ** That the Dutchy of Benevemo be reftoc^d 
** to the Crown of Naples. 

III. ^ That the Emperor alone, as King of 
** Napksy fliould have the Collation of the 24 
" Biflipprics of that Kingdom. 

IV. •* That the Bifhops only fliould have the 
** Right of beftowing Benefices on their Dio- 
'* ce(ans, without the Concurrence or the Alter 
*' native of the Datary. 

V. ^' That the Datary cannot referve to him- 
^* fclf Penfions out of the Benefices. 

VI. " That the Bifliops and Benefices of the 
^^ Kingdom^ of Naples be exempt firom the firft 
" Fruits. 

VII. •' That the Laity of this Kingdom be 
^ no more cifed to Rome. 

VIII. " That the Tribunal of the Nuncia- 
^* ture be fupprefs'd. 

It may be eafily imaging with what DiCpofi^ 
5ion the Pope heard fuch PropofaJs, and whether 
it were as ^afy a Matter to get thefe Demands 

approve^, 
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approved, as to oflfer them. However, his Ho^ 
linefs conceived an Indignation againi): thexQ> 
which he could not exprefs, hut the Imperial 
Minifter remarked it. Upon this an Order was 
fent to the Viceroy of Naplesy to fend the 
Nuncio out of the Kingdom, and to put thofe 
Articles in Execution, as if they had tlie Pon- 
tiff's Confent, which was punftually per- 
formed. The Imperial Minifter did not llop 
there, but required the Holy Father to deman4 
again the Hat of Cardinal Alherom ; and to con- 
ftrain him not to re/eft this Requeft of the 
Emperor, he puhlickly charged the Cardinal 
with negotiating an Alliance between the 
Grand Seignior and King Pklip ; and diftributed 
the Proofe of the Charge to the facred College, 
in the following Piece. 

*^ For fome Time paft the Court of Madrid 
" has carry 'd on a deteftable Correfpondence 
** with the Ottoman Porte, under the Difedion of 
Cardinal Alberonij their Prime Minifter, by 
means of the Rebel RagotzJ^, when he was in 
** France; where, in the Monaftery of the Car'- 
melitesy fituate without the City of Paris y 
he, and fome of his Adherents, had fecret 
^* Conferences with the Prince de CeUamare, Emr 
'^ baflador of the Duke of Anjou , at that 
"" Court. 

" He there concerted the Projed of an Al^- 
^' liance between the Court of Madrid and the 
" Ottoman Porte. A confiderable Number of 
" French OiEcers and Soldiers were lifted in his 
" Service, and in that of the Turks \ and a great 
^' Quantity of Ammunition and Arms was 
!' bought , which were to be Tent to Confian- 

I 4 ^ tinofky 
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^ timple^ by way of MarfeiBes and T'houlm ; tKe 
Money neceflary for that Purpofe being 
remitted by Cardinal Albercni to the faid 
Prince de CeOnmare, who told it over to Ra-- 
gctzkiy befides a confiderable Sum for his 
*^ Journey. 

^ There is a Letter writ by him to the faid 
" Prince de CeBdntarey dated the 25th of Noroemr 
^' her laft, from Adrianopk ; wherein he tells hiiii, 
••** That tho'the Porte was under a great Confteir- 
•^ nation, and in an extream Fear, neverthelefs 
** they had taken a Refolution to continue the 
War, upon the Offer he gave them of the Al- 
liance of the Duke of Anjou; chiefly relying 
on the Promife made by Cardinal Alberoni^ to 
*^ carry the War into Italy, by which 'means the 
^^ Imperial Forces would be wcalvenM and di- 
" jninifh'd in Hungary, He adds, that he had 
^* fo effe(auaily reprefented to the Grand Vizier, 
and by him to the Sultan, the great Advantage 
that, would redound to the Porte, from the 
Alliance with the Court of Madridy by thp 
^' Conqv.eft that was already made of Sardinia^ 
** that they would no longer hearken to the Vex* 
^*fuafions of the Mufti, and others who ad- 
visM them to a Peace, So that the Continua- 
tion of the War being refolvM upon, all the 
" Baffa's of the Ottoman Dominions were ot- 
^^der'd to rajfe new Troops; and the Captain 
^^ Bafl'a of the Naval Army was to augment 
*" it with ten 3ultana's and eight Galleys for the 
" next Campaign, in a certain Aflurance of gai- 
^^ ning all the Advantages they expefted fronj 
^^ the Divcrlion made by that War the Duke of 
*^ Anjo^ is engaged in, not only to repair all for^^ 
^^ jncr LpflVs, but evep entirely to retrieve their 
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'* Affairs, that were miferably gone to wreck : 
That the League being thus agreed upon and 
accepted, the Turks prefs'd him to procure, 
with ail poffible fpced, the neceflary full 
** Power from the Court of Madrid^ for which 
he had pafs'd his Word. 

And further, he gives an Account of the 
extraordinary Honours confer'd upon him, the 
great Reputation he got by fo noble an £m- 
" bafly, and the extream Pleafure with which 
^ the Porte rcceiv'd this Plan, more efpecially 
the Propofal relating to the grand Aftair, vi%. 
The projefted Alliance : And that the Grand 
*^ Seignior declared, that his moft ardent Defire, 
** and greateft Satisfadion, was to fee thereby 
** the Increafe of the Number of his Friends, 
^^ and the Diminution of that of his Enemies, 
^ meaning Spaiuy which, till then, had been an 
** implacable Enemy to the Porte. 

^* Laftly, He entreats the Prince de CeHamare, 
to reprcfcnt the whole forthwith to the Court 
of Madrid^ as he himfelf had already done to 
'^ Cardinal Alteroni; intimating that a more 
'^ favourable and proper Opportunity could not 
** be met with, in order to conclude fo impor- 
tant an Affeir with Advantage, and to com- 
pafs the common Defigns : So that nothing 
** ought to be negleftj^d, becaufc ^tis requifite to 
^* ftrikc the Iron while it is hot. 

Cardinal Acquaviva no fooner heard what had 
happened, but he demanded a private Audience 
of the Holy Father, in which he declared to him, 
that as it was his Duty to inform the Catholick 
King and Cardinal Alberoni of what pafs'd, he 
would not do it upon a pubUck Report, 

and 
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and that he defir'd to know his Holinefs's Intety- 
tions on an Affair (o extraordinary, and as great 
a Falihood as could be invented ; the Scandal of 
which reflected no lefs upon the King, than ui>- 
on his Minifter ; that indeed he was almoft per- 
fwaded, that his Holinefs gave no Credit to an 
Accufati(Hi, which was of fuch an heinous Na- 
ture, that it fell to the Ground of itfeJf ; but 
that this was not fufficient, and that the King 
co'tild not but take it ill, that his Holinefs fhould 
fuller his Enenxies to publifli fo deteAable a Ca- 
lumny even at the Gates of the Vatican. 

The Holy Father could not forbear fheddine 
Tears \ and opening himfelf without the leaft 
Reierve to Cardinal uicquaviva, conjured him 
calmly to consider the melancholy and perplex'd 
Situation of his Affairs, being environed with 
German Troops, who only wanted an Opportu- 
nity to mortify him, if he followed his own In- 
clination, which naturally carry 'd him to efpoufe 
the Interefis of his Catholick Majefiy, to whom 
Jbe would never fail to give Demonfiration of 
hi^'Readinefs to do whatever might be agreeable 
to him, as foon as his Majeily £bould be flrong 
enough in Italy to fhelter him from any Enters 
prizes of the Germans. Cardinal Acquaviva did 
cot doubt but his Holinefs fpoke iinccrely. Be*- 
fides, the Holy Father was provok'd at the In- 
JLiry done to the Holy See by (hutting up the 
Nuncio's Tribunal at Naples^ fequeftring his Re- 
venues, thofe of the Datary and of Vacant Be- 
nefices, by expelling Vincemini the Nuncio, laftly 
by the Order which the Nuncio at Vienna had 
received to appear no more at Court, but efpe- 
<cially by the Propofal of the Articles above- 
mention'd, which in the Holy Father's Opinion 

carried 
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cirried in them the higheft Affront that ever , 
could be put upon the Holy Sec. 

Cardinal Acquaviva inform 'd the Cardinal Mi- 
*:er of all that was faid and done upon this 
xifion, and at the fame time of the abfolure 

[eiltfal of his Bulls, and of the Reafons aUedg'd 

- to him by the Holy Father. 

Cardinal Alkroni was gali'd to the quick by 
the Proceedings of the Court of yifrma againll 
hitnfclf,- he plainly forefaw that he was to be 
the Butt of all their-Rcfeiittnent, and that tbcy 
would fpare nothing to be reveng'd upon him 
for the Conduft of the King his Mailer, and his 
Enterprizes againd Italy. But this is no more 
than the coraooon Fate of Favourites, cfpecially 
of fuch, as owe all their Greatnefs to their In- 
duflry, and not to Birth ; and all the Hatred 
which the World thinks they have caufe to con- 
ceive againft their Maflers, commonly falls upon 
them only. But as he was piqu'd at the Con- 
(iii& of the Council of Auflria, fo he was pierc'd 
with Grief to fee the deplorable Condition of the 
Head of the Church ; and the Thoughts which 
his Reflcdions thereupon fuggcfted to him ftill 
confirm 'd him in the Profecuti*Mi of hisDefigns, 
the Succefs of which might be fcrviccablc for the 
Deliverance of the Holy Father, to whom he 
wrote the following Letter ; which contains a 
great deal of Refpecl and SubmiffitMi ro his Ho- 
lincfs's Will, as to the DJfpatch of his Bulls* and 
not a httle Refolution and Refentmeni as to the 
Accufatioiis and Memorial of Count CaSas. 
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Mofl Holy Father, 

^ TT Have receive by the Hands of Seignior Al^ 
^* X drovandi, your Nuncio at this Court, your 
^ Holinefs's Letter, and alfo the Paper which 
" the Archduke s Minifter put into your Holi* 
*' nefs's Hands. If I Ibould undertake to vin- 
*^ dicate myfelf to you from all the Calumnies 
^' which it contains, it would be giving too much 
^ Reputation to the Lies fpread by the Enemies 
•* of the King my Mafter. ^Tis enough for me 
•' therefore, that your Holinefs, who knows his 
^' Catholick Majefty^s Piety, his Zeal and For- 
*^ wardncfe, with which, in Imitation of his 
*' Glorious Predeceflbrs, he labours continually 
•^ to extend the Catholick Religion to all Parts 
^ of his .Monarchy : 'Tis enough for me, I fay, 
«* that your Holinefs in your Sovereign Wif- 
•' dom has conceived an Opinion of it, which 
** fuch a Paper deferves. But what furprizes me 
^ moft of all iSy that the Court of Viema fliould 
^.have Recourfe to fuppofititious Fa&s, to blac*- 
^ ken the Reputation of the Miniflers of the 
*' King my Mafter, and obfcure the Luftre of 
** that Purple, with which your Holinefs has out 
*' of your meer good Pleafure vouchfaf 'd to ho- 
*' nour me. Their extravagant Paffion carries 
*^ them fo far, as to pretend, that his Catholick 
*' Majefty's Minifters ought to give theiti an Ac- 
*^ count of their Defigns. This alone is a plain 
** Indication to . your Holinefs and the whole 
•* World, to what a Degree the Court of J/iemia 
*f have prefum'd. I aflure myfelf, that your Ho- 
^^ linefs will be fully fatisfy'd in what I now lay 
1* before you, with all humble Submiffion, and 

" that 
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" that you will not diliJain to grant me your 
'• Holy BenediAion, which I implore upon my 
*' Knees, ^c. 

Biit in order to overthrow tliefe Accufations, 
tlie Prince of Cellamare, thro' whofe Hand the 
Aitfirian Miniflcy pretended that all this Ne- 
gotiation pa(s*d, wrote the following Letter to 
t^crdinal Acquannva. 



•** I rcceiv'd your Emincncy's Letter of the 
^ipth paft, with a Paper inciturd, An ExtraB 
" of all that the Archduke i Embaffaior tefrtjented to 
*' hu Holffeff, in tot extraordinary Audience of Wed- 
" nefday, March tlie 1 6th, and afterwards to the 
" Sacred CvBtge vf Cardinals. I own to your Erai- 
'* nency, that when I faw with how many Cir- 
" ciimlbiices they reported the imaginary Nc- 
*' goiiations which it was pretended I manag'd 
" with Prince RfigotzJ^t, towards concluding an 
" Alliance between the Court of Madridi-aAih^ 
" Ottoman Porte, I thought I was reading an art- 
" ful Romance, compos 'd by Ibme capricious 
*' Virtuofo to divert the Publick i for tho"tis 
" commonly faid m Spain, chat a Lie always cat- 
" ties forae Truth in it, rhis is fo pcrfeftly tlic 
_*' Produft of Falliiood and Slander, that it has 
•* not the leaft Appearance of Tmth ; for I can 
** afl'nre your Emincncy with all the Scrioufncfs 
** thatforicean Affairdefervestobe treated with, 
'* that 1 never paid any Vifit to Pr. Ragotx.ki, nei- 
" thcrat his Own Palace, nor at his Lodgings in 
*' theMonafteryof thcC«}vwe/(W/, and that all the 
" Difcourfe \ ever had with him was in the Anri- 
" chamber of that Great Monarch I^itu XIV* 
^^^ glorious Memory, whcte we uW^ oAn ^ . 
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'^ indifierenc Matters ; and after the King*s 
** Deaths I only faw him once by chance at the 
*^ Academy of he Belles Lettres which is kept at 
*^ the Houfe of the Abbot de Dangeau. The 
** whole City of Paris was Witnefs of this great 
^* Indifference, and that I had no Correfpon- 
"** dence with the faid Prince while he was ac 
that City ; tho* there are as many long-fight- 
ed Politicians at Paris, and perhaps more^ 
^^ than in all the other Courts of the World, 
*' who are capable of fpying out the moft 
*^ minute Tranfadions or Foreign Minifier$4 
** After this Confeffion , your Eminency may 
*' judge with what Aftoniflim«it and Contempt 
" I read over the faid Extrad, which is foil of 
*^ Lies and idle Stories ,* efpecially becaofe 1 
** know neither the Names nor Perfons of Prince 
'^^ RagotzAfs Treafurer and Banker, nor ever 
*' heard the Mention of a certain Pohmder, 
** whom 'tis pretended I fent with Remittances 
** of Money to CmftantimpU. But what prdr 
^ vokes me moft is, that fo great a Prince as th6 
^ Archduke, being dcceiv'd and mifled by double 
** and malicious Tongues, fiiould give occafioa 
^' to his Minifier at Rome^ to take To fcandalotis 
*^ a Step upon fo flender a Foundation, by paf« 
** fing mch raanifeft Lies upon the Head of the 
** Church fcr real Truths ; and drawing Con(e- 
** quences from them, fo diflionourable to the 
^ Minifters of a Monarch fo great as the King 
^^ our Mafter. I am alfo of Opinion, that the 
*' Letter which it is faid Prince RagotzJd wrote 
^' to me is entirely fiftitious ; for as he had ne- 
^' ver the leaft Correfpondence with me, it could 
** never enter into his Head to write to me 
!^* about Treaties and Alliances which were tie- 

•* vet 
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^* ver thought of; infomuch, that ihofe who 
^ give Credit to fuch Fables, may be told by 
^ way of Banter, that the faid Letter and pre- 
tended Treaty of Alliance betwixt Us and 
the Ottomans may be found at the end of ano- 
^ ther fpurious and malicious Letter, which has 
^ been fhewn at all the Taverns in Italy ; and 
** which the German Tools pretend to have 
^ been written by the Great Turk to the King 
" our Matter, thanking his Majefty for'tbeCon- 
^* queft of Sardinia. 

" The Count de GaUas^ before he took this 
**. wrong Step, fliould have informed himfelf bet- 
** ter of the pretended Conferences, of the 
** imaginary Voyages of the Polandery and of 
*' the Merchants who furnifliM me with the 
" Remittances faid to have been difttibuted for 
'^ the Recruits of Officers and Soldiers, and 
^ for the buying Ammunition and Arms. I^ 
^ fliort, I can't conceive how the Faftion of 
'* the Houfe of Avfiria could be guilty of fuch 
^^ a mean piece or Bafenefs, as to make a fort 
*^ of War againft us, with Lies, Calumnies and 
* Impoftures, which are evident Proofs that 
*^ in that Country they have no better Reafons 
** to offer ; and that being afraid of the clear 
^ Light of Truth, and the inconteftable Juftice 
•' of our Sovereign, ai fabuloB autem converttmr 
" tur* 

' *' I mention all this to your Emincncy only 
". for the fake of Truth, and to (hew what the 
"Malice and Falfliood of a deprav'd Heart 
** aftcd meerly by Sclf-Intereft is capable of 

*' doing. 
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doing. For to reafon fairly without preju- 
dice, I cannot fee where would have beea 
*^ the Injuftice or Scandal to give fome fort of 
" Afliftance arid Proteftion to Prince RagotzJd, 
fo pious a Catholic as he feem'd to be in 
France, towards recovering an Eflate for him. 
which he thought lawfully belonged to him, 
^ and towards giving a happy Diverfion to the 
Forces of the implacable Enemies of oui: 
Monarchy ; nor could it be an Objeftidn by 
** any 'pious Chriftians, that the fame would 
indircftly flop the viftorious Progrefs of the 
Germans againft the Infidels, confidering that 
their Ambition threatens the Liberty oi Italy^ 
and that as they are Matters of Part of the 
** Ecclefiaftical State, to the endangering the 
Tranquility of all Europe, the Law of Na- 
ture permits the applying of a Remedy to 
imminent Danger; and if we were to confult 
•^ Hiftories, we fliall find this Maxim autho- 
rized by ancient and venerable Examples; an4 
that at thofe Times when Crufades were pubr 
lifliM for the Conqueft of the Holy Land» 
the Popes found themfelves obligM to publifhi 
** one againft the Emperor, and to employ, 
againft the Rage and Impiety of the Gerr. 
mans, the fame Swords they had drawn ia 
the Name of Jefus Chrift againft the Infidels ; 
*^ and of this there are Inftances enough to fur- 
" nifli a Volume- But as this is not our Cafe, 
" I think that what I have fet before your Emi- 
^*' hency is enough to open the Eyes of the Vul- 
** ' gar, who, under the fpecious Name of Reli- 
*^ gion, fuf&r themfelves to be eafily deceived by 
** the like FaWhood. The Partifans of the Houfe 
'^ of Auflria^ wl^o at this Time fo much urge 

'' the 



€€ 
€€ 
CC 



€€ 
CC 



CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 



CC 
CC 
CC 



CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 



CC 
CC 
CC 



t, 

k 

that 
betwc 
a nd a 
■bf fo 



' I 'I'l 

Cardinal Alberoni. 129 

' the Objeftjon, ought to remember that thcirj 
' Priuce, whep he came into Sfain, afltfled bjrTj 
' Troops uf difereiit Religions, made no Ac- 
* count of the Wrongs and Slights put uponj 
' the Catholic Religion before his Eyes. 

N. P. dc Cell AMARB. 



1 The Pope found himfelf at fuch a nonplus, 
that he thought of procuring an Accommodation 
between the Eraperoc and the King of Spain t 
d a very fail' Opportunity feera'd lo offer it- 
F for that End, becaufe the Tmh fecm'd to 
_»ent of having hearken'd to Propofals of Peace; 
I' that if they had been oblig'd to make ano- 
ther Campaign in Hungary, the Emperor, who 
would have had occaiion for all his Forces 
there, would not have been in a Condition to 
oppofc the Conqucfis of the Spaniards in Italy' 
The Holy Father open'J his Mmd to tlie Count 
dt GitUm, who wrote about it to Vienna, where 
his Holinefs's pacific Intentions were not much 
regarded. The Pogp was nor inform'd of what 
£a£s'd in thofe Countries where he was not con- 
Kd, othcrwife he would not have hazarded 
^Credit to the Contempt which was then ma- 
Jfcfted foe his Mediation. He did not know, 
chat if the Emperor could not defend himfelfi 
be iud Allies who would fUr for him in good 
ctr neft. Id (hort, the King of England was as 
^^^blous to break the Meafures of the SpamardSf 
^^^Rhey were to fucceed. This Prince fet two 
^^Hnt Engines at Work ac the Ume Time, the 
^^B a numerous Fleet under the Condu^ of an 
^^He Admiral, and the other, the Method of 
^^Kgoctatioiu. 
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In a Word, while they were Arming in the 
Ports of England, his Britijb Majcfty confult- 
cd how to make himfclf Mediator in the Me- 
diterranean, as he was already in Hungary ; and 
he thought the only Means for this End, would 
be to aft in concert with the Regent of France, 
who, being a Kinfman and Ally of the King of 
Spain, might be capable of inclining him to 
liome Projcd of Peace, while himfelt laboured 
for the fame End with the Emperor, to which 
he was authorized by the Obligations of the 
Alliance. 

My Lord Stairs, who went to Paris after the 
Treaty of Triple Alliance between France, Eng- 
land and the States-General, was chargM to fSfc 
the Regent upon this Head ; and this Minifter 
found him difpos'd to concur with all his Might 
for procuring a Peace to Europe. As the Situa- 
tion of Affairs at that Junfture required that no 
Time fliopld be loft, the Abbot du Bois being 
informed of his Royal Highnefs's Intentions re- 
paired to London. It was fit that that Minifter, 
who had already labour'ch for Peace with fo 
much Succefs, ftiould have the laft Hand in £r 
mlhing it. Therefore, with his Britannic Ma- 
jcfty's Favour, my Lord Stanhope and other Mi- 
nifters, in conjun&ion with the Abbot du Bm^ 
drew up the famous ProjeEi of Accommodation, 
which was forthwith communicated to the Re- 
peat. This Prince pcrceiv'd immediately that 
, tfiey . had not taken due care therein of his Ca* 
tKolick Majcfty's Interefts> and having regard to 
khe Honour .of the Court oi Madrid, h^ judgM 
"iat firft that the Reftitution of Sardinia, which 
'was ftipulated by one of the Articles, woald 

meet with great Obftacles* His-'Royal H»:h^ 
t..k - /• 
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ncfs j'udg'd alfo, tluc it would not be fufficienir 
to regulate the Succeffion to lufcany in Favouc 
of an Infant; and that the Faith of Treaties 
alone would not be capable of transferring tluc 1 
Dominion to the Prince for whom it w^s dc* * 
lign'd. Theretbre, he was Jbr adding to the " 
iiftii Article all the iixteenth Paragraph, which 
eftablifh'd Svjifs Garrifons in thofc Dominions ; 
and engages them to defend the fame againft all 
Aggreflbrs ; and to deliver them to none but 
the Infant Prince. This Addition feem^d fo rea- 
lable to King George, that it was made with- 
; any difficulty ; but that which related to I 
•dinia, was not fo eafily got over. His JSri- i 
Majelly agreed indeed, that the Regent 
was in the right; and that perhaps the King of 
Spain might alfo ofter fome plaufible Reafon for 
not refloting it ; but he declar'd on the other 
hand, that he doubted whether the Emperor 
would approve the Projcft without this Claule; , 
wherefore he fent Orders to his Miniiler at yi- 
ema, to lift the Intentions of his Imperial Ma- 
jelly upon this Article, which fomewhat retard- 
ed the ConcUidon of the AiFair. The Britijh 
Miniftct found the Emperor inflexible : That i 
Prince faw that the War in Hungary was dtaw- I 
ing to an end, and that he fiiould have more 
Troops at his DifpoQl, than would be neceOary 
for defending ail his Dominions in Jsaly ; there- 
fore he anfwer'd refolutely, that he was highly 
oblig'd to his MajcHy fot the Pains he tcok to 
bring Spam to an Accommodation ; but that he 
infiiled on it as a Preliminary, that all Things 
fiiould be re-ellablifh'd as they were before the . 
Invation of Sardinia; and that he wjsrefolv'd 1 
to yield his Enemy an Inch of Giound.! 
R a UpoaJ 
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upon this Foot therefore, a Pro/cft of Accom^ 
modation was drawn up at London, and fent to 
the Regent to be communicated to the Ring of 
SfatHy while his Britanntck Majefty employed all 
his Intereft with the Emperor, to make hira ac- 
cept it. The Marquefs de Nancre was fent to 
Madridy to aft in concert with the Duke of St. 
Aignan and Colonel Stanhope^ and to endeavour^ 
in Conjunftion with them, to remove all the 
Objcftions which the Cardinal might offer; 
and laiUy, to affure the Catholick King viva 
voce^ that his Moft Chriftian Majefty would en- 
gage to procure him the Reftitution of Gibrah 
tar J which Article had been agreed upon with 
the King of England^ but not inferred in the 
Projeft of Accommodation, for fear of incen- 
fing the Brhijh Nation, who had the Preferva- 
tion of that Key of the Mediterranean very much 
at Heart. 

The Cardinal had form'd his own Plan, and 
infifted on it with his ufual Firmnefs. He re- 
ceived the Propofals of thofc three MinifterSi 
and pretended he would fign them only to gaitt 
Time, while he flattered them with the moft 
agreeable Expeftations. In the mean while 
every thing was preparing in the Ports of Bar^ 
tehna, Alicant^ Cadiz, and Cagliari, for fome Ac- 
tion which was to flartle aij Europe^ at leaft as 
much as the Entcrprize on Sardinia. England 
on her Part haften'd the Armament of the Fleet 
which fee defign'd for the Mediterranean, and 
which was to confift of twenty two Ships <rf 
the Line, two Fii'efhips, two Bomb-Galliots 
'and-an Hofpital-Ship. The Cardinal, who was 
fyr Rom being idle at the fame Time, did not 
oniyd^ply bimfelf » tii^ B«ft^u^uw& fac War^ 
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^^^Mt took greac Pains to procure a Peace nearei 
^^^Home. This Peace had a View to the Towns 
^^Kiich the Crown oi' Spam Hill poflefTcs upon the 
I North Coaft of Afrku towards the Straits, and 
upon the Confines of the Dominions of the 
Kings of Fez and Morocco. The great Arma- 
ments which ^ain made, and the Delign of 
which was iefs known in Apka than Europe, 
alatm'd thofe of Morocco, who hare block'd up 
Ctutii by Land for feveral Teats , and who ima- 
gining that all ihcfc vafl Preparations might 
have 2 View to them, and that Spain would 
fall into their Country with all their Forces, the 
Governor of Ceiittt receiv'd Exprefles from the 
Court of Morocco, with fcveral Ptojefts of a 
Peace, and fuch as wetc very honourable to the 
Crown of ^aia ; for the African King ofttr'd to 
reftore all the Places which he had taken upon 
that Coaft, and particularly Oran, the Conqueft of 
which had cod him Co much Bluod and Mo- 
ney. The Cardinal Minifier did not ncgjeft 
fo fair an Opportunity to deliver ^aj^ from a 
War, in a manner Hereditary, and which oblig'd 
her to have always a fmall Fleer at Sea; there- 
fore the Governor of Ceuta receiv'd all the In- 
(Iruftions ncccllary for bringing the Affair to a 
good liVue, 

The Cardinars Thoughts were no Iefs intent 
on Domcftick Aftliirs; and he gave all the nccelTary 
Orders for executing fiich Proj-as as might con- 
tribute to tlic Eafc of the People, to the Glory of 
tlic Nation, and the Advantage of the King. To 
bim is owin^ the EtUblifhment of feveral Ma- 
nufaftutcs, both profitable and neceffary. To 
him were owing the Alterations made in the Cuf- 
toms, by taking them from the Inland Towws^ 
^^dod te-enabliiliing them in ihc Sci ?<»i%. '^'^ 
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)\m is owing thp Farming of Toba(:co, from 
which the King cxpefts to reap fuch vaft Adyap- 
fages ; and thpfe cohfiderable Sums which r(2- 
turn'd into the King's Treafury, and which he 
forc'd the chief Farmers, who had enriched themrr 
felves at the Expence of the Prince and People, 
to difgorge. All thefe Things cou'd not be re- 
gulated without very many Difficulties, which 
the Cardinal always furmounted by his unfliaken 
Firmnefs, which is fo natural to him, that he 
never recedes from what he has once undertaken. 
Indeed, he feafons it with a certain deceitful 
Flattery, but he generally fucceeds in it, and 
fcarce lyidertakes any thing till he has examinM 
^nd weighM all the Cohfequenccs, forefeen and 
obviated all the Difficulties ^ and as foon as 4 
Projed fecms impradicable to him, how fair and 
plaufible foever it feem'd to him at lirft, he aban- 
dons it without any Fondnefs. 

But amidft all thefe Affairs, he' gave himfclf 
efpeciaily to the moft important, namely the 
^fiair of Italy, the Succefs of which he look'd 
upon as in&llible. But the Inftances made to 
the King by the Miniflers of thofe Prince? 
yrho were Authors of the Projeft of Accom- 
modation continually alarm'd him, for fear left 
l]is Catholifk Majefty ihpuld fuffer himfelf at 
length to be perfwaded. Therefore, to prevent 
a Blow fo fatal to his Defigns, and as hq 
thought to his own Honour, he obtainM a Con- 
ference with the King uppn the Tenor of th§ 
eight Articles of this Projeft, which were : 

* 

J. " For redreffing the l^te Troubles whicl^ 

^* hav^ arifen contrary to the Treaty poncludecl 

f^ at ^aden the 7th of Seftemher 1714, and to the 

if /VeijtraJity ?ft^b\ifti d ^"^ ^.^h^^\ ^tie Tredty of 
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*^ iWircA24, I7i3> the Moft Serene and Moft 
Potent King of Sfain engages to reftore to 
his Imperial Majelly, and will eflfeftually re- 
ftore to him, immediately afcer the Exchange 
of the Ratifications of the prefent Treaty, or 
*^ in two Months after at fartheft, the Ifland 
and Kingdom of SardmiOj in the Condition it 
was in when taken ; and fiiall renounce, in Fa? 
vour of his Imperial Majefty, all his Rights, 
Pretenfions, Pleas, and Anions, upon the faid 
'* Kingdom ; fo that his Imperial Majefty (hall 
** be at as full Liberty to difpofe thereof, as of 
^^ Things to him appertaining, in ftich a Manner 
'^ as he has refolv d on for the publick Good. 

11. ** As the only means to b^ found for eftab- 
*' lifliing a lafting Balance of Power in Europe,^ 
'* has been to regulate the Succeffion of the 
" Crowns of France and Spain, fo as that they may 
never be reunited on one and the fame Head, 
-*^ nor in one and the fame Line ,* and that thefe 
two Monarchies may remain for ever feparate ; 
and whereas for confirming a Regulation, fb 
neceflary for the publick Tranquility, the 
^ Princes, who, by their Birth, might have a 
" Right to thofe two Succeffions, have foleranly 
renounced, each of them feparately, for th'em- 
felves, and for all their Pofterity 5 and where- 
as the faid Separation of the two Monarchies 
** is become a Fundamental Law, which has 
*' been recogni^d by the States-General, com- 
** monly call'd the Cortes aflcmbled at Madridy 
^^ November p, 171 2, and confirmed by the 
** Treaties concluded at Utrecht y April 11, 171 3. 
" His Imperial Majefty, to give the utmoft Per- 
" fcftion to a Law fo neceflary and fb wholfom, 
" .and to leave no caufe of ill Sufpicion for the 
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**' future, and being defirops^ to confirm the pub- 
*' lick Tranquility, accp^ts and confents to the 
*^ Difpofitions made, regulated and confirmed by 
'' the Treaty of Vtricht, touching the Right 
and Order of SucceiSon to the Kingdoms of 

' Erance and Sfaittj and renounces as well for 
'* himfelf as for his Heirs, Defcendants and Sue- 
*' ccffors, Male and Female, all Rights and Pre- 
*' tenfions in general what/bever, without Ex- 
^* ception, to all the Kingdoms, Countries and 
** Provinces of the Sfanijh Monarchy, of which 
** the Catholick King has been ownM lawful 
*' Poffeflbr, by the Treaties of Utrecht ,• pro-: 

■ mifing moreover to give authentick Afts of 
** Renunciation thereof in all the beft Form, to 
'^caufe them to be publifli'd and regiftet^d 
*' where need fhall be, and to furnifli Copies 
•' thereof, in the manner accuftom'd, to his Ca- 
** tholick Majefly and the contrafting Powers. 

III. " In confequence of the faid Renuncia- 
*' tion, which his Imperial Majefly has made, 
** thro* the Defire which he has to contribute to 
** the Repofe of all Europe j and becaufe th^ 
^ Duke ot Orleans has renounced, for him and his 
** Defcendants, all his Rights and Pretenfion? 
^' to the Kingdom of Sfain, on condition that 
** the Emperor, nor none of his Defcendants, 
*' may ever fucceed to the faid Kingdom, his 
** Imperial Majefly owns King Philip V for 
** lawful King of the Monarchy of Spain and 
^^ iht Indies ; promifes to give him the Titles 
*^ and Characters due to his Rank, and to hi^^ 
*^ Kingdoms ,• to let him peaceably enjoy, with 
" his Defcendants, Heirs and Succeflbrs, Male 
^- and Female, all the Dominions of the Spanjlh 
*' Monarchy in Europe^ in the Arfrw, and clfc- 

♦• where. 
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" where, the Poflcflion of which was cooHrm'tl 
" ro him by the Treaty of Utitcht, not to dif- 
" lurb him directly nor indiredly in the faid 
" Pofleffion, and never to form any Pretcnfion 
" to the faid Kingdoms and Provinces. 

IV. " In confideration of the Renunciation 
" and Acknowledgment which hiS Imperial Ma- 
" jefty has made, by the two foregoing Ar- 
" tides, the Catholick King renounces recipro- 
*' cally, as well for himfcif as tor his Heirs, 
" Defccndants, and Succeiibrs, Male and Fe- 
" male, all Rights and Pretcnlions whatfoever, 
** wirhoQt Exception, to all the Kingdoms, 
" Countries and Provinces, which his Imperial 
" Majefly pofl'elies in /w/y, iud in the Nether- 
" landsf or which he onght co polfefs there, by 
" vercue of the former Treaty; and, in general, 
" all the Rights, Kingdoms and Countries in 
" haly, which belong'd heretofore to the Spattijh 
" Monarchy, among which the Marquifate of 
" Fitialy yielded by his Majcfty to the Rcpub- 
" iick of Genua^ in 171J, is to be dcem'd ex- 
" prcfly included, promiling to give the folemn 
" AAs of Renunciation heretotbre declar'd, in 
" the befl Manner -jnd Form, to caufe them to 
* be publilh'd and regifler'd, where need fliall 
*' be; and to furnilh Copies thereof to his Irif- 
*' perial Maj;fty, and the contrafttng Powers, 
" in the ufuai Manner. His Catholick M.jcfly 
" renouixes, in like manner, the Right of Rc- 
" vcriion to the Crown of Spain, which he had 
" rcfcrv'd himftlf to llic Kmgdom of Sicily ; and 
" all other Aits and Pretenfions, which might 
" fcrvc him for a P, erext to diilurb the Emperor, 
" his Heirs dj>d S:;tccfibrs, direttly or iiidiredly, 
." cither in tiii; faid Kingdoms and States, or in 
" thofc 
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^ thofc which he aftually poflfeffes in the Nether^ 
hndsy and any where befides. 
V. " As the Gap, which would be in the 
Succeffion to the Dominions, now pofTefs'd by 
the Grand Duke of Tufcany, and by the Duke 
*^ of Parma and Placentia, in cafe they and their 
'^ SuccefTors fhould come to die without Male 
iflue, might occafion a new War in Italy, on 
one Hand, by the Rights which the prefent 
Queen of Spain, born Dutchefs of Parmai 
claims to the faid Succeffion, after the Deceafe 
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^^ of the lawful Heirs that are nearer than her 1 



and, on the other hand, by the Rights which 
the Emperor and Empire claim to the faid 
*' Dutchy, in order to prevent the fad Confc- 
" quences of thefe Difpiites, it is agreed, that 
*^* the faid Dominions or Dutchies, now poflcfcM 
" by the Grand Duke of Tufcany, and by the 
** Duke of Parma and Placemia, (hall be recog- 
'* niz'd and unqueftionably reputed for the fu- 
*^ ture, and for ever, by all the contrading Par- 
" tics, as Mafculine Fi^fs of' the Holy Roman 
^* Empire \ ^nd whenever the Succeffion to the 
^* faid Dutchies happens to fail for want df 
*^ Male Succeflfors, his Imperial Majefty confents 
*^ for himfelf, as Head of the Empire, that the 
••eldeft Son of the Queen of Sfaifiy and his 
** Male Iflue born in lawful Wedlock ; and on 
** Failure of them, the fecond Son, or the other 
*^ Cadets of the faid Queen, if flie has any, as 
** likewife their Male Iffiie born in lawful Wed- 
^^ lock, ihall fucceed to all the faid Dominiqns, 
and as the Confent of the Empire is requifitc 
for that End, his Imperial Majefty (hall ufe 
all Diligence to obtain it, and after he has fo 
f! ol>t4in'd it, he ftall caufe Letters ExpeBativm 
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^ to be difpatch'd, containing the eventual In- 
" veftiture for the Son or Sons of the faid Queen> 
^' and their lawful liTue Male, in due and pro- 
• ^ per Form, and fliall caufe them to be delivered 
** foon after into the Hands of his Catholicfc 
*^ Majefty, or, at leaft, within two Months 
^^ after the Exchange of the Ratifications ; pro* 
" vided neverthelefs, that no Damage or Pre- 
^* judice be done to the Poffeffion of the Princes, 
- ' who now hold the faid Dutchies, and that 
** they remain fecure in all Points. 

** Their Imperial and Catholick Majefties 
"' agree that Leghorn (hall remain for ever a free 
^^ Port, in the fame Manner as it now is. 

In confequence of the Renunciation which 

the King of Spain has made to all the King- 
** doms. Countries and Provinces irfJtafyy which 
*• formerly belonged to the Kings of Spain, he 
^' fliall yield and give up to the Prince, his Son, 
^ the Town and Harbour of Porto Lmgoncy with 

what his Catholick Majefty adually pofTeflfes 

in the lOe of Elbe, as foon as that, by the 

Vacancy of the Succef&on to the Grand Duke 
^* of Tufmnyy for want of Male Iflue, the faid 
^ Prince of Spain fhall be put in aftual Pofl'effipn 
*> of the faid Dominions. 

'^ It is moreover regulated and folemnly ftipti- 
^^ lated, that none of the faid Dutchies and Do- 
^- minions can or ought at any time, or in any 
'-* Cafe whatfoever, to be poffefs'd by any 
*^ Prince, who fliall be at the fame time King of 
^^ ^ain I and that no King of Spain fliall ever 
•^ be Guardian to the faid Prince of Tufcany. 

" Finally, 'tis agreed by all and every one of 
■* the contrafting Parties, and they like wife cn- 
^f gage on? anotheo tba( during the Lives of 
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^ the prcfent Pofleflfors of the Dutchies of Tjif- 
** cany and Parfna^ or of their Iflbe Male, they 
*' will not permit the Emperor^ and the Kings of 
*' Prance and Spain^ and the Prince defign'd, as 
** above, for the faid Sacceffion, ever to intro- 
^* duce any Soldiers, of what Nation foever they 
*' are, either of their own Troops, or others in 
*^ their Pa v, into the Countries and Territories 
*' of the laid Dutchies, nor to eAabliih Garri- 
** fons, in the Towns, Ports, Citadels and For- 
'^ trefles therein fituate. 

B(it in order to provide- fiill greater Secu- 
rity againll all manner of Events, for the Six> 
ceffion of the (aid Son of the Queen of Spam^ 
who is intended, by this Treaty, to fucceed to 
^ the great Duke of Tjifcany^ and to the Duke of 
*^ Parma and Placentia; and to render him more 
^' certain of the Execution of what is promised 
^ him for the faid Succeflion, and alfo to fecure 
^' from all Infringement the Feodalty edabliihM 
on the faid Dominions, in Favour of the Em- 
peror and Empire, it is agreed on both Sides, 
^^ that the Swifs Cantms (hall Garrifon the chief 
*' Places of thofe Dominions, viz,. Leghomy Por^ 
** toferrajOj Parma and Placemiay with a Body of 
** Troops not exceeding 6000 Men ; and for this 
'* lEnd the three contracting Parties, who aft as 
Mediators, fball pay the faid Cantons the ne- 
ceflfary Subfidies for their Maintenance ; and 
^^ they Ihall remain there till fuch a Circum- 
'^ fiance happen in the faid Sncceffion ; and then 
" they ihall be obliged to deliver to the Prince, 
^' defign'd to inherit, the Places committed to 
** their keeping ; provided neverthelefs that this 
^ caufe no Prejudice nor Expence to the prefent 
^^ Poflfeflfors and their Male Succelfors, to whom 
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*' the f id Troops Diall take an Oath of Fidcli- 
*' ty, and take no other Authority upon them, 
" but to defend the Places of which they fliall 
** luvc the keeping. 

" And forafmuch as the Time that may be 
*' fpent in agreeing with the Swifs CantoHt, about 
" the Number of thofe Troops, the Sublidies 
" to be granted them, and the manner of rai- 
*' fing them, may, perhaps, too much delay 2 
" Work fo falucary, his facred Smaunict Ma- 
" jcfty, out of the fincere Defire he has to fbr- 
*' ward it, and to attain the fooner to the Re- 
" eftablifhment of the publick Tranquility , 
" which is the fole End propos'd, will not re- 
" fufe, if the other Powers fhall think fit, to 
** furnifli his own Troops for the Ufe above- 
" raention'd, till fuch time as thofe which (hall 
" be rais'd in Swiferlaxd can be ready to guard 
" the faid Places. 

VI. *' His Catholick Majefly, to give a fin- 
" cere Proof of his good Intentions for the pub- 
" lick Tranquih'ty, confcnts to the Dilpoficion 
" which fiiail be made hereafter of the King- 
*' dora o( Sidly, in Favour of the Emperor, and 
" rccounces for himfelf and his Heirs and Stic- 
" ccflbrs, Mate and Female, the Right of Re- 
" verfion of the faid Kingdom ro the Crown of 
" ^aiity wliich was cxpreily referv'd to him by 
"the Aft of Ceffion, of y,muary 10, 1713; 
" and, for the publick Good, derogates as hr 
" as may be neceflary, from the faid AA of the 
*' loth of yune 1713, and from the fixth Ar- 
" tide of the Treaty concluded at Utretht, be- 
" twecn his Catholick Majefty and his Royal 
" Highncfs the Duke of Strijoy ; and, in general, 

irotn whacfoercf may be contrary to the ma- 
" kin^ 
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^ king dver again^ Difpofition and Exchange of 
^ the faid Kingdom of Sicily y according as it is 
•* ftipulated by the prefent Conventions -, on Con- 
"dition neverthelefs , that in Exchange, the 
^' Right of Reverfion to the Ifle and Kingdom 
•* of Sicilyy to the faid Crown, Ihall be yielded 
•* and fecur*d to it, as is explainM more at large 
** hereafter, in the fixth Article of the Conven- 
*^ tions between his Imperial Majefly and the 
" King of Sicily. 

VII. " The Emperor and the Catholick King 
^ mutually permit and engage one another to the 
reciprocal Defence or Guaranty of all the 
Kingdoms and Provinces which they aftually 
poflefs, or ought to poflcfs, by vertue of the 
prefent Treaty. 

Vni. '' Their Imperial and Catholick Mar 
jefties ihall, inmiediatelv after the Exchange 
of the Ratifications ot the prefent Conven- 
tions, all and each of the Conditions therein 
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" contain^, and this within the fpace of two 
^' Months at fartheft ,* and the Ratifications of 
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*^ the faid Conventions (ball be exchanged at 
London, in the fpace of two Months, to 
reckon from the Day of figning, or fooner, if 
poffible, and immediately afcer the previous 
** Execution of the faid Conditions, their Mi- 
^^ nifters Plenipotentiaries, who (hall be by them 
** authonVd, fhall agree at the Place of Con- 
*^ grefs, of which they Ihall be agreed, and this 
^^ as foon as poffible, on the other Heads of 
" their particular Treaty, by the Mediation of 
" three contrading Powers, 

^^ Moreover it is agreed, that in the Separate 
** Treaty of Peace, to be made between the 
!^ Emperor and the King of Sfaip, a general Am- 
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" ncfly fhall be granted for all Perfons of whac- 
" foever Condition, Dignity, Rank and Sex I 
" they are, as well of the Eftate Ecc!cfiaftick as 
*' Military, or Civil, who have follow'd the Par- 
" ty of the one or the other Power, during the 
" Courfe of the laft War, by Virtue of which 
" Amnedy all fiich Perfons, and every one of 
" them fliali be permitted to re-enter into the 
" full Pofleliion and Enjoyment of their Eftates, 
'* Rights, Piivileges, Honours, Dignities and 
" Immunities, to enjoy the fame as freely, as 
" they enjoy'd them at the Beginning of the laft 
" War, or at tlie time when the (aid Perfot\$ 
*' attach'd themfelves to the one or the other 
" Party, notwithftanding the Confifcations, Ar- 
" rells, and Sentences pafs'd or pronowic'd, dii- 
" ring the War, which {hail be null, and as if 
" they had noc happen'd ; and moreover, by j 
" Virtue of the faid Amnelly, all and every one J 
" of the faid Perfons, who (hall have foIlow'Al 
" the one or ihe other Party, fhall be ar Liberty i 
" to return to their own Country, and enjoy their 
" own Ellates, as if the War had not Iiappen'd, 
'' with full Right of adminiftring tlieir ElUces 
" in Perfoii, whether they are prcfent or by 
*■* Proxy, if they cliufe to be abroad, with Pow- 
" er to fell or difpofe thereof in fuch manner as 
" they (hall think fit, as they had a Right to do 
" before the Beginning of the War. 
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Tho' the Princes, who form'd this ProjcA, 
thought it very advaniagious to Sfiaiit, ic did 
not appear fo to rlic Caidinal, nor by conic- 
(juencc to their CathoHci: Majciiics, who treated 
Hi ac firft as moiiltrous and impracticable, not 
tttnly witii-refpei^ to fucli Oaul'es of the Aiticles, 

5 wherein 
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wherein the Minifter thought he faw the Inte* 
refis of Spain facrific'd to I know not how many 
di^rent Views^ but al/b with refpeS: to the 
manner in which they were proposed to him ; 
for he heard, that a Treaty of Triple Alliance 
was on foot to compel either of the two Par^ 
ties, who refused to fubfcribe this Projeft ; and 
that this Conduft was authorized by a Prece-^ 
dent in 1 55 9, vfhtn France^ E^land ^nd HoBand, 
nnited by Treaty, at the Hague, of May 21. 
July 24« and Augufi 4. to incline, or in cafe of 
Refufal to force the Kings of Sweden and Den* 
mark to conclude a Peace, and to accept the Al- 
terations made by thofe three Powers in the 
Treaty of ttfitchili. This Precedent was back'd 
by that of the Treaty of Triple Alliance, con- 
cluded likewife at the Hague, between Englofid, 
Sweden and Holland, in order to oblige the King 
of Spain to conclude a Peace with France, on 
Conditions thjit were concerted by thofe three 
Powers, which gave Occafion to the Treaty of 
Aix la ChapeBe. 

The Cardinal pretended, that this conilraiti- 
ingX^ufe, notwithfianding the Precedents at- 
ledg'd, was very diihonourable co the Crown of 
Spain ; the rather, for that it could not be deem\l 
as common, or equally obligatory to the two 
Parties ; for he pretended to have good Informa- 
tion, that the faid Project was hot regulated and 
agreed upon, 'till every A nick had pafs'd the 
Approbation of the Court of JAenna, And his 
Emincncy was convinced of this afterwards, finoe 
my Lord Stanhope owns exprefly in his Memorial 
of May 26. to the Marquefs ofMomeleon, ** That 
^* the Emperor did not enter into a Negotiation 
[^ upon the Proiea:, 'till that, after three Months 
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" Rcfiifal, he was allowed the Article of the 
** Reftitution of Sardiniaj which was a great Un- 
" cafinefe to his Britamick Majefty and the Re- 
^' gent, becaufe his Catholick Majefty had the 
^ Prrfervation of that Ifland fo much at Heart* 

The Cardinal did not fail to make the moft 
. of this Confideration in the Conferences which 
he had upon this Affair in their Majefties Ca-* 
biqet ,• and he aggravated to the King the Dif- 
honour, which it would rcfleft upon his whole 
Reign, to accept of a Fcslcc proposed in thuman- 
mr-,(o that he o wn'd to his Majefty in efied, that 
he might give Ear to the Propo(als of Peace, 
only he exclaimed againft the manner of Treat- 
ing. The King approving his Reafons, after 
feveral Conferences between the Cardinal, Co- 
lonel Stanhope, the Duke of St. Aignan, and the 
Marquefs de Nancre, the Projed was abfolutelv 
rejefted as injuriom to his Catholick Majefty s 
Honour. 

In the mean time it mufi be confefsM, that 
the real Motive of all the Refolutions of the 
Court of SpaiHy upon this Occaiion, was their 
Confidence in the Succefs they promised them- 
fclves from .the Expedition they had concert- 
ed againft Sicily ; for there was no State in 
all Italy^ where an Invafion was lefs expe&ed 
lirom the ^pmiards, efpecially after that his Si-^ 
cilian Majefty being informed of the Intentions 
of the Emperor, who was refolv'd not to deiift 
from his Pretcnfions to Siciljy and got it ad- 
. judged to him in the Project of Accommodation, 
had recalled his Minifter from Vienna^ and writ- 
ten to the Catholick King to prcfs him to con- 
clude a Treaty of Alliance, after having aflur'd 
■the Spanijb Minifter refiding at Twin^ *" That he 

L " was 
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" was ready to lofc the laft Drop of his Bloody 
** rather than acquiefce in the ProjeB of Atemt- 
** modatm ; adding, That as he knew how to 
^^ acquire his Kingdom in the laft War^ fo he 
** knew how to preferve it now, and that he was 
• refolv'd to ftand to his Engagements, and never 
** to abandon his Catholick Majefty. ** In fliort, 
he began to be as good as his Promife, and gave 
Orders to the Count de &pui, his Admiral, to 
prepare forthwith for the Tranfportation *of 
great Succours from Palermo to Fiffa Franca^ vx 
order to enable him to aft o£fenfively on the Side 
of the Mlanefey which drew the Troops out of 
all the Garrifons of Scify^ and gave the Cardi- 
nal more Eafe to execute his Defigns. 

He haftenM it the more, becaufc he was in- 
formed from all Parts, and efpecially by the Mai^ 
qnefs de Monteleo^e, of the Meafures that were 
taking at London and Vienna^ to finiffi a Qua- 
druple Alliance between France^ England, the 
Republick of the United Provinces, and the 
Emperor ; the fole End of which would be to 
force Spain to confent to the Terms of the Pro- 
je& of Accommodation. The Abbot du Bm 
concerted the Plan of this famous Treaty, in 
conjunftion with the Lords Stanhope and Sunder^ 
landy fome of the Minifters of the Council of 
Hanmjer^ and the Baron de Bentenreider the Em- 
peror's Miniller at London ; and it was not 
doubted, that if his Britannick Majefty approved 
it, the Regent would difavow the Work of hif 
Minifter, who undertook nothing without h£s 
Orders. In the mean time the Prince de CeBa- 
tno}^ fo well managed the Interefts of the Catho- 
lick King, his Mafter, and fo exadly foUow'd 
the drdinal's Inftrudions> that he entirely 

changed 
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ShangM the Difpofition whicli all the Members 
of the Council of the Regency feem'd to be in, 
to voce blindfold in a Cafe fo important, and 
to refer theijifclves wholly to the Judgment and 
Pnidence of the Regent. So that this Affair, 
which appear'd to have been conduiSed with 
fo much Dexterity, that it could not fail to 
be approv'd as foon as propos'd, fpun out 
above two Months, during which they flatter'd 
themfelves daily, that the Regent would fend an 
Order to the Abbot du BoU to ilgu the Treaty, 
which neverthelefs the Ambafiador of Spain di- 
verted 'till the Beginning of Augufl. 

While the Prince of CeHamare gave all his At- 
tention to the Interefts of the Court of Spaing 
and enter'd into all the Views of the Cardinal 
Minifter more than he ought to have done, con- 
fidering the Character with which he was in- 
vefted, as will be fiiewn hereafter ; his Emi- 
nency did not let flip the lead Opportunity 
of mortifying one of the Chiefs of that Ambaf- 
fador's Family, whofe Pofl he poiTefs'd, and who 
had done great Services to King Philip. I re- 
laced before, after what manner the Cardinal del 
Ciudice, Uncle to the Prince of CeSamare, who 
had^been honour'd with the OiEces of Prime 
Minifier, Grand Inquifitor, and Governor to 
the Prince of Afiurias, was tutn'd out of thofe 
great Employs, as foon as Cardinal Altermi came 
into Favour. His Emincncy retir'd to Rotik, 
where being deeply affeftcd by the Marks of 
Friendlhip which be recci/d from the Pope, he 
meddled no more with publick Bufinefs, excepc 
fomctimcs when the Holy Father call'd him to 
the Cabinet to take his Advice, becaufe of hix 
ff^i EjipeticQce in the Managemenc of the moft 
La hn- 
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important Affairs. There had always b^n a 
certain Jealoufy betwixt this Cardinal and Car- 
dinal Acquavivay of which it were eafy e- 
nough to explain the Reafons, if it would not lead 
us too far out of the Way : 'Tis fuificient to 
obfcrve, that the latter, who was lately declared 
Ambaffador from King Philip to his Holinefs, 
had reafon to fear, confidering how the Car^ 
dinal del Giudice had been favoured, that he 
might one day fupplant him, if the Catholidc 
King, remembring the Services which his Emi- 
nency's Nephew had done him, fliould return to 
more favourable Sentiments of him. On the 
other Hand, Cardinal Alheroni being informed, 
that when the Holy Father proposed him to th€ 
Confiftory, his Eminency del Giudice, inftead of 
voting for him, made ufe of certain ExprtHiotii 
which an balian could never forgive, defir'd no* 
thing better than an Opportunity to humble a 
Perfon whom his Sovereign had not fo far forgot, 
but he might ftill return to a Favour, which 
might not be of Advantage to the New Mi* 
nifter. To this wer^ owing the Orders which 
were fent to Cardinal Acquofuiva, to tell the 
Cardinal del Giudice, that his Catholick Majefty 
would have him take dovm the Arms of 
from his Palace. 

^Tis a general Cuftom among the Prelates^ 
who refide at Rome, to fignify to the World thcii 
Devotion to fuch or fuqh a Crown, by pHttir^ 
its Arms over their Palace-Gates ; fo that whcMi 
they change Sides, which is not at all extraordi-* 
nary, the Publiek is immediately informed of it 
by the Metamorphofis over the Gate of their 
Palace. The Family of the Cardinal del Giudice^ 
as vreil as that of ^tri, which i* the Family of 

- - Car- 
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Cardinal Accpiavrva^ are fome of tfaofe, who> 
during the late Revolutions in the Kingdom o^ 
Napksj from whence they came originally, re- 
mained invidably attached to King Philip's Party. 
For this Reafon both their Eminenci^s fet up the 
Arms of his Catholicfc Majefty in the Front of 
their Palaces. The Cardinal del Giudice, who 
could not reproach himfelf with ever having faid 
or done any thing tha4: could involve him in an 
Afiront equal to that of being difown'd by his 
Sovereign, for whom he had facrific'd his :cwii 
iFortuoe and the Fortunes of his Family, thought 
he (hould be in the wrong to obey without firft 
making, fbme Remonfirances ta his Catholick 
Majefty ; and as he imagined he had very good 
Reams to doubt, whether his Remonftrances 
would ever come to that good Prince's Hand, 
he cbofe to addrefs them- to the Duke of Orleans^ 
defiring him to efpouie his Interefts in this nice 
Jundure, and to take care that his Letters fliould 
be delivered into his Catbolick Majefty's own 
Hands. The Regent did this Friendly Office 
with Pleafure, in Favour of a Perfon for whom 
he had a real Efteem, which refleded even upon 
the Prince of CeHamare his Nephew. Yet for all 
this the Cardinal could obtain no Favour i for 
the Catholick King, fuffering himfelf to be gui- 
ded by his Minifter, ftopM his Ears againft all 
Giudice.s Realbns ; and i£ he anfwer'd him, ic 
w^s only to complain of his Obftinacy andDif*- 
obedience ; fo that at length the Arms of Spain 
made room for thofe of the Holy Father, which 
the Cardinal del Giudice caused ta be fet up in 
the Front of his Palace, to fhew his wife Choice 
of a Neutrality, in not efpoufing the Emperor's 
Party^ tho' forced, a3onemayiay9 to be no Ion- 
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ger a Spaniard* No body could penetrate wh^t 
were Cardinal Alberonts Reafons to ufe fo fe- 
vercly a Prelate of this Rank, who was known 
to be one of the Pope^s Creatures ; for if it was 
only a Principle of Revenge, ^twas pufbing it 

too fan 

While Matters flood thus with the Cardinal 
del Giudice, and all things were difpos'd in S^am 
for the Execution of the Defign which had been 
above Six Months upon the i^vil. Cardinal Air 
berwi gave Orders for the Troops to afifemble 
from aU Parts towards Barcelona^ the Place of 
general Rendezvous. The Embarkment was fi- 
nifH'd by the i8th of June^ and nine Men of 
War and twenty five Transports being arriv'd 
from Cadiz,, this formidable Fleet failM the fame 
Say under the Command of Don Antonio Caftag^ 
neta and the Marquefs de Lede, confifting of 
twenty two Ships of the Line, three Merchant 
Veffels turn'd into Ships of War, and carryinj 
thirty five Cannon, four Galleys, a Galliot, ant 
three hundred and forty Tranfports, on whidi 
were embark'd thirty fix Battalions, four Regi- 
ments of Dragoons, and fix of Horfe, amounts 
ing in the whole to 30000 Men, all good Troops, 
and well difciplin'd, with Artillery and Ammu-* 
nition in proportion. 

The Cardinal delivered to the Commanders 
of this Fleet three fcalM Packets, containing 
their Orders, which they were to open one ^ 
ter another in certain Latitudes, and not befoie. 
This Fleet touched firft at Sardinia, where the 
firft Orders were to be open'd, and where they 
were tp take in more Troops ; from thence they 
faird towards the Coafts of Gfnoa to join the 
Duke of Savoy King of Sifilj ; but finding that 

Prince 
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I ^Prince had not kept his Promife, wliich was to • V 

have 3 Camp of 8 or i oooo Men ready upon the I 

Coaft, to favour the Landing, the Fleet turn'd oft" I 

for Sicily, and came to Andior the fifth of July, 
three Leagues from Palermo, where they landed 
without the leafl Refdlance ; for the Count A 
Mafei, Viceroy of the Ifland, retir'd imme- 
diately towards AUffina with a Body of Troops, 
leaving oniy 400 Men in tlie Caflle of Palermo, 
which they were oblig'd to abandon (bme Days 
after. Almoil all Sicily following the Example 
of the Capital, liing Philip was own'd by all 
the Inhabitants, except thofe of M^jjina, Me- 
liiz.%.0, and Syracufa. The Si;rrciidcr of Palermo 
was naturally foUow'd with the Siege of AUffaa, 
which held out much longer, but furrender d on 
aCapiriilacion the i^jth of Sepmnkr. 

While the Marquefs de Lede was advancing 
from Conquefl to Conqiieft in Sialy, all Europe 
flood amaz'd at an Undertaking fo little ex- 
pefted, and which no body was capable of fore- 
feeing, but the Abbot del Maro, Envoy of THrin 
at Itladrid, who was the only Perfon that pene- 
trated into rhc Cardinal's Defign, and gave Ad- 
vice of it likewife to the King of Sicily his Maf- 
ter, who at firft would believe nothing on it, 
and treated it as a C'"i"^r^ ; for this Prince was 
fo thorougMy perfwaded, that the faid Fleet was 
only defign'd againft ilie Kingdom of Naples, or 
10 make a Defcent upon the Coaft of Genoa, 
that he caus'd 1500 Men to advance, to favour 
their Defcent at Vado : He was not alojie of 
this Opinion; for the Prince Governor of Mf 
Ian plainly Ciew'd by his Difpoiitions, that he 
thought To too, and that he belicv'd his Sicilian 
2^1ajcfty was in the Plot. AU ^ope thought 
L <} the 
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the latter, infomuch that there were thofe who 
flid not fcruple to publifh the Articles of the 
Treaty between the two Kings. 

But the King of Sicily's AftoniQuneut at the 
Enterprize of the Spaniards, and the Proceedings 
that followed upon the Neck of it, were fuffi- 
cient to convince the World, that there was no 
Collufion on the Part of his Sicilian Majefty, and 
that Cardinal Alberoni had deceived the Man, 
whofe Politicks were always unfearchable, and 
always fo fuperiour to thofe of all other Poten- 
tates. 

The Englijb Fleet, which made all the Sail 
they could into the Mediterranean, foon 
rais'd all the Speculation of the Publick. Ad- 
miral Bing arriving in the Streights difpatch'd 
one of his Officers to Colonel Stanhope to com- 
municate to his Catholick Majefty the Orders 
he had received from the King his Matter,' hoping 
by that Step to incline the Cardinal to more 
pacifick Thoughts. 

The Admirars I-etter, which accorapany'd 
the important InftruSions he fent to the Colonel^ 
was in Subftance, as follows. 

'Extract from Sir George BingV LETTE R 
to Colonel Stanhope, to be by him commu^ 
nicated to the Court of Spain, dated the 
2 oth of June, 0. S from on Board the 
Barfleur, off the Coaji of Spain. 
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Idefire you will give me leave by you to ac- 
quaint his Catholick Majefty of my Ar- 
** rival with the Fleet in the Mediterranean, 
" and that T am inftrufted, in the King my Maf- 
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Kter's Name, to promote all Meafures that may 
Ecoiitribtite to the compofing all Difercnces 
rthat have arifcn between his Catholick M*- 
*' jcdy and the Emperor. 

" But if his Catholick Majefly Ihall not plcafe 
" to accept of the Mediation of our Maftcr, noc 
" his Friendly Offices, but continues in the Rc- 
'* foluiion that his Troops ftiall attack the Em- 
" peror*s Territories in Italy, 1 muft then ac- 
■' quaint you, Sir, that in that Cafe 1 am com- 
" manded by the King our Mafter, to ufe all 
" the Power of his Fleet, and Forces with me, 
" to maintain (as much as is polfiblc for me to 
'' do) the Neutrality of Italy, and defend the 
" EmpcrocB Territories therein, by oppofingall 
*' Force that fliall endeavour to attack him in 
*' his Dominions there. 

This Letter, which was conformable to what 
the Londcn Miniftry had always told the Mar* 
quefs de Monteleme, when he ask'd what the Fleet 
was dclign'd fof, did not influence the Cardinal 
, to alter his Projefts, as judging that S^aiu had 

nothing to feat from the faid Enghjh Fleet, be- 
caufe that of Spain was defigii'd againft the Do- 
minions of a Prince, who was in Confederacy 
neither with the King of Greai E/itain, nor the 
Emperor ; therefore all the Anfwer he teturn'd 
to the Englijh Admiral's Difpatches, was, that he 
might obiy the Orders of tl>e King his Miijler^ axd 
aii (u he ttxivghtjit. This Aniwer, which many 
rcckon'd a Bravado, had nothing in it, but what 
was very limpie and namral, confidcring the 
then Sentiments of the Perfon from whom it 
came ; bccaufe as he explain'd hirafelf after- 
wards, iie look'd upon tJie Armament of his 
B} iimmck 
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Britannick Majefty^ not fo much to make good 
his Title of Guarantee of the Neutrality of 
Baly, as to fulfil the Treaty of 1715 ; for he 
could not imagine that England would undertake 
the Defence of the Neutrality, fuppofing it to 
be violated by Spain, after having patiently and 
filently fufierd all the Infraftions which in his 
Opinion had been made in that Treaty by the 
Governors, Generals and Counfellors or the 
Court of Vienna. But the Sequel plainly ihew'd 
that the Cardinal thought one way^ and the 
Council of Lmdon quite another way. 

While this pafs'd in the Meditprranesn, the 
Minifiers of Imdon and Madrid made extraorr 
dinary Motions at the Courts of Paris and the 
Hagucy the one fide to get the Treaty of Qua- 
druple Alliance fign'd, and the others to hinder 
it, or at leaft to delay it as much as po0ible« 
The Cardinal being well informed, that it was 
only owing to Chance, that the Preamble of 
the Projeft contained the Name of their High 
Mightinefles the States General of the Unite4 
Provinces, as if they had concurM towards rai- 
fing a Strudure, the Plan of which was only 
concerted by the Miniflers of London and the; 
Abbot du Bois, eafily perfwaded himfelf, that 
thofe wife Republicans would be ftill the naorc 
backward to fign a Treaty, which indeed they 
were pleas'd to call Quadruple, tho' the fame 
only included Frnncej England and the En^peror, 
Therefore all the Inftrudions which his Emi- 
nency fcnt to the Marq. de Beretti Landi were cal- 
culated only for keeping their High Mightinefles 
in that Averfion, which they at firfl exprefs'd to 
every thing that carry*d the leaft Air of a Rup- 
ture with Sfain. This Embaffador, whofe Abi-r 
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^^Rpes were own'd and commended by the J/ene- 
^HwoRf and Swijferi, to whom he was Tent before 
^BTe came to the Hague, did in this nice Conjuno- 
' ture give frefli Proofs of his Dexterity in con- 
duding the mofl difficult Affairs ; and forc'd 
even his Enemies to own, that the King of ^flni 
had not a Minifter of more Zeal and more re- 
fin'd Politics. In fliort, his Task was not only 
to overthrow the Infinuations of four Minis- 
ters, who were not inferior to him in any thing, 
whether for Zeal or Addrefs, viz.. Mefficurs 
de Chateauneuf and de Mowille for F/ance, and 
my Lord Cndogau and Mr. IVifworth for Eng- 
tand, befides the Marqticfs de Prie, who foon aftec 
joiii'd himfelf with them, as we fliall fee by and 
by J but he was a!fo oblig'd to oppofe part of 
the Repiiblick, in whofc Council, as common- 
ly happens in all Republican Governments, atf 
the Members were not of one Mind, and con- 
fcquentiy fomc were more forward than others 
to come into the Views of the Court of France 
and the Miniflry of Lctidon. 
I The Council of tiie Regency fhew'd as much 

Avedion as theit High Mightinefles to iign the 
' Treaty of the QLiadruple Alliance, therefore 
the Council of London had recourfc to tiie only 
Method left, which was, to fend my Lord Cadogitn 
to the Hague, and my Lord Stanhope to Part!. 
The latter having new Inllrudions, had Orders 
to join my Lord Starr.', and powerfully to fol- 
licit the Members of the Council of the Regency. 
'TJs not convenient here to tell of all that 
pafs'd, it being fufficient, as far as concenis the 
Hifujry of Cardinal Alhermi, to obferve that at 
length my Lord Stanhope had the Honour to mol- 
lify that Refiftancc ; fo that the Treaty of Al- 
liance 
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Jiance for Caxifing the Proje& of Accommoda^ 
tioif to be accepted^ was fign'd and rac^ged too 
almoft at the fame time. 

My Lord Cadagm, who flaid at Lmdm till he 
was created an Earl, arriving at the Hague j the 
firft Bufmefs be fet about was. to prepare for a 
magnificeDt Entry, and he: fjxat'd no Coll to 
give the Publick a noble Id ei. of. the good In^ 
tentions . of the iLing his Mafter towards the 
Kepublick ; but the Harangue which he made 
to the States General on the Day of his publick 
Entry, and the Proceedings which followed it, 
convinced the whole World, that the fole M<^ 
tive of his Return, was to engage the Repub^ 
lick to adhere to the Treaty which the King hiai 
Mafter had lately concluded with the Duke Re-» 
gent in concert with the Emperoj;. As the King 
my Mnfterj fays he, makes his Glory and Greauiepi 
to. cdYififh chief y in the Mappings of his People, and 
in procuring for them a folid Peace and a perfeEk 
Ttrcutquilityy fo be has not ceasd ever jince his Accef* 
fion to the Crown, to find out all the Means poffihh 
for preferving and confirming the TyranquiUty of Eu- 
rope I and be does not doubt but yotir High Mightir* 
nejfes having the fame Views, will Concur to this, 
great Worky and be difposd to Join him for attaivr 
ing an Endfo whokfome^ and Jo dejirable, 8cc. 

Thofe who knew the Situation of Affairs at 
that Time, perfetily underftood the Meaning 
of thofe Words Concur and Join with his Sri-^ 
tannick Ma jefty ; but it was thought very lingu- 
lar, that this Concurrence Ihould be demanded 
with fuch an Air, in an Affair of fuch Impor- 
tance, and wherein their H. M. are made to 
fpeak as if every thing was regulated with their 
Participation, and in concert with their Depu- 

ties. 
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ties. The Maftjiicfs Beretti Lnndi was not ^eep 
at fo importfcftt- a Jundnre, and there was no 
Argument which he did not urge in all Confe- 
rences both piiblick and private, to inffnuate to 
their Hi^ M5ghtiheflcs how much it was theft 
Intereft to continue in the wife Refolution of i 
Neutrality, which they feem'd to have chofen ? 
and how nmch their Honour was concerned hi 
refidfing that Adherence, which in appcarancd 
fonie would fain extort from them. This Mi-* 
nifter had the Satisfadion of fucceeding at leaff 
in Part ; good Politicks will not permit the neg- 
lefting of the leaft Opportunity of ferving one s 
own Country. It was now fomc Years fincci 
their High Mightineflcs concluded a Barrier 
Treaty with the Emperor as Sovereign of tlic 
Catholick Netherlands, under the Guaranty of his 
Bfitannick Majefty. This Treaty had not yet 
been executed, becaufe of feveral Objeftions 
ftarted by the States and other Inhabitants of 
Flanders and Brabant. Their High Mightineflfes 
thought this a fair Opportunity to obtain of 
the Emperor what he was not very forward to 
grant them, i;/jt. the Execution of the Treaty 
6f Antwerp ; therefore they skilfully made ufe of 
this Incident,' both to manage their Interefts as 
to the Barrier Treaty, -and to filcnce the Com- 
plainti of the Englifi Minifter, whb faid pub* 
lickly that their High Mightineffes could not 
refufe the Conjunftion which the King his Mat- 
ter defir'd, without expreffing a fcaftdalous Con- 
tempt of the good Intentions of fo good art 
AUy ; bcfides, that the Negotiations, which it 
was plain wonld infallibly be neceflary for ad- 
jufting the Af&it* of the Barrier, would cdrt- 
fume a great deal of Time, during'Which the 
I Peace 
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' Peace might be made, or the Face of Affilirs 

II chang'd by Tome untbrefeen Accident. Their 

High Miglitinefl'es deciar'd, that they could 
I not rcfolvc any thing, either as to the Ptojeft 

\ ot as to the Treaty, which accompany'd it, till 

^^^ the Affair of the Barrier, of which Iiis Britao' 
^^K nick Majefty was Guarantee, was entirely regu- 
^^H lated. This Declaration was as pleafing to the 
^^f MiniAer of Spain and to the Cardinal, who was 
I quickly inform'd of it, as it was perplexing to 

thofe who purfued the contrary Views. 

My Lord Cadogan's only Remedy, was to 

make a Journey to Antnerp, wliither the Mar- 

quefs de Prie came from Brujfels. The Effeft of 
! this Conference was the Depatture of a Courier 

I for Vienna, from wlience the neccflary Inflruc- 

' tions were fent to the Marqueis de Prie, to give 

i, the Stittes General that due Satisfaflion which 

' could not be refus'd them on any other Occa- 

I lion, and which it was not convenient to make 

Nthem wait too long for, as Matters then flood. 
My Lord Stmihope at his Departure from Lon- 
don receiv'd ample InflruAions on every thing 
relating to the Affair with which he was 
charg'd : Therefore, as foon as the fame was re- 
|l gulated at Paris, imagining that Cardinal Alt^f 

roni feeing the moft potent States in Europe 
I united to oppofe his Projefts, would abandon 

I the Execution thereof, and aifume Sentiments 

\ of Peace ; he fet out Port for Madrid with diac 

j call'd the Quadruple Alliance; but as iie had 

himfelf difpacch'd Admiral Eing's Orders, and 
' was not ignoran: that after the Arrival of the 

! Fleet in the I^Jsditerranean, fome fiiarp Adioa 

1' mkht happen there, whicli would render it ud- 

- fare for him to Itay at Madrid; he took care to 

^^ pro- 

^^— ■- ir^ I 1 
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:ovide hfmfelf wirh a good Paffport, and con- 
quencly arriv'd at Court the i2tho( Auguft. 
he Cardinal caus'd a Caftle to be fumifli'd foe 
him about a Mile from the Efcurial, where he 
coafet'd with him ; but how great was his Sur- 
prize, when my Lord Stanlmfe confirm'd to hira, 
what the Marqiiefs^^f MoRteleme had already given 
him Advice of, that the Treaty of the (^adni- 
ple Alliance was at length fign d ; and that the 
Emperor alfo having approv'd of the Project, 
had join'd the Kings of Frame and England, and 
the Stmei General, to oblige Spain to accept it ? 
His Eminency was the more lurpriz'd, becaufc 
he had rccciv'd no Advice from the Marquefs 
Bererti Landi of the Concurrence of the Stutet 
General with Frame and England in the Negoti- 
ation of this Alliance, which the Cardinal treat- 
ed with the Charafier oi unheard ofFiolenee, 

The Cardinal being confounded at this formi- 
dable Conjunaion of fo many Forces, began 
to defpair of the Succefs of his Projefls, and 
liften'd attentively to the Propofals of the £»j- 
iijb Mininer ; To that the latter immediately 
conceived great Hopes of the Succefs of his 
Negotiations , and he wrote about ic to my 
Lord Stairs, in fuch Terms as were enough 
to make him believe that he was fure of fuc 
ceeding. The King receiv'd him very favou- 
rably, and tho* he could not help complaining 
againil the Conduft of his Britanaiek Majellyi 
to whom he thought he had given no Occalion 
to treat the Spanijh Nation in fuch a Manner; 
yet he did it in Terms fo modeft, that my Lord 
^anfiope thought liis Catholick Majefiy was not 
fo avcrfe to a Peace as before ; and that there 
[ w as only the Cardinal to overcome. 
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His Eminency was prefent at all the Au- 
dientes which the Earl of Stanhope had of the 
King, and had feveral Conferences with him 
.in private. At length Things feem'd to take 
a good Turn, when the Arrival of an Exprefs 
changed the Face of Afl^irs ail on a fudden* 
it was difpiatchM by Cardinal de Acquaviva, and 
brought the News of the taking of Meffina, 
and the Submiffion of the greateft Part of *• 
cify. This was followed by another good Piece 
of News, viz. the happy Arrival of the Ga- 
scons, with a Cargo of above twelve Millions. 
Thefe Succctfes diffipated all the Cardinals 
Fears, which he had entertained from the Trea- 
ty of Quadruple Alliance ; and imagining that 
it was poflible to conquer not only Sicily, but 
the beft Part of the Kingdom 6f Naples^ where 
the People only waited for a DdTcent to declare 
themfelves, before thofe formidable Allies could 
join their Forces, he became immediately lefs 
tradable ; and tho' he did not abfolutely refufe 
a Peace, yet he rejefted all the Lord Stanhopes 
Propofals, and exclaimed as he did before againft 
this Way of Negotiation, as injurious to the 
King his Mafter ; and that if he feem'd to givt 
his Confent to ic, every Body would be apt ti> 
fay, that he had been forc^'d to accept the Pro- 
ved of Accommodation. And when the Lord • 
Stanhope demanded his final Refolution, he de- 
clared to him, " That the King his Mafter 
.*' had the Conqueft of his Dominions in Italy 
** very much at Heart; but that there was' 
'^.^ nothing which he would not facrifice to the 
-" Happincfs of Peace and the publick Tran- 
^' quility, if they would enter into fuch an ha- 
!^ nourable Way of Negotiation, as might con- 

** dua 
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*^ duft them to fo good an end/' And for this 
Purpofe he delivered the Lord Stanhope thefe eight 
Articles, as Preliminaries of a Treaty. 
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I. " That Sictly and Sardinia fliould for ever 
remain to the Crown of Spain. 

II. " That the Emperor give the Duke of *&- 
voy an Equivalent in the Alilanefe. 

III. " That he fatisfy all the Pretenfions of 
^^ the Princes of Italy. 

IV. " That his Troops marching to Italy be 
*^ forthwith countermanded. 

V. " Thar for time to come, the Emperor 
have only a certain Number of Troops in his 
Dominions in Italy. 

VI. '* That- he oblige himfelf not to med- 
dle with the Succeflion of T'ufcany and Pa*^ 
ma. 

VII. " That he renounce his Pretenfions upon 
the Fiefs of the Empire- 

VIII. " That the Englijh Squadron be forth- 
" with recalled from the Mediterranean. 

The Contents of thefe Articles, the Slowncfs 
of the Cardinal, the Ambiguity of his Anfwers, 
did at length convince the Engltjh Minifter, that 
his Eminency having the chief Sway over the 
King and Queen, would keep them in an Aver- 
fion to a Negotiation, which might terminate 
in a good P^ace. Therefore doubting what 
would pafs upon the Coafts of Italy if the two 
Fleets fliould meet, he refolv'd without any 
more Regard to depart, and delivered the Cardi- 
nal Minifter a Paper, importing, " That the 
*^ Confederate Powers had, in purfuance of a 

M " Trea- 
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Treaty fign'd, and communicated to Cardinal 
Alberoni^ agreed on the following Meafurcs : 



cc 






cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 



I. " That the Catholick King fliall have 
three Months tb accept of the Treaty, rec- 
koning from the Day it was ftgnM. 

II. '* That if his CathoMcfe Majefty does not 
'^ accept of the fame within the faid Term of 

three Months, then the Confederates (hall 
fiipply the Emperor with fiich Forces as are 
flipulated in the Treaty of Alliance. 

III. ^^ That if, in conlequence of the Affif- 
tance given to the Emperor, the King of 
Spain (hoiild declare to, or make War againft 
any one of the Confederates, either by invading 
his Dominions, or fefzing his Subjefts, Ships 

*^ or Eflfefts ,• then the other Confederates fhall 
^' immediately declare to, and make War againft 
^^ his Catholick Majefty,. and (hall carry on the 
*^ fame till fuch Time as Satisfadion fliall be 
given to the wrong'd Ally. 

IV. " That in Cafe his Catholick Majefty 
fliould refnfe to accept of the faid Treaty, 

^' the Confederates (hall unanimonfly difpo(e of 
*' his Expeftations on the Dominions of Ttifcany 
V 2ind^ Parma in Favour of fome other Prince. 

" V. " That the Emperor (hall not aft with- 
" in the (aid Term of three Months, upon Con* 
*^ dition that the King of Sfain does not ad oti 
*^ his Side ; but that if his Catholick Majefty, 
^* inftead of accepting the faid Treaty, (hould 
*^ within the faid Term aft any Hottilities 
*^ which might prevent the Execution of any 
*' In.difpofition of the faid Treaty, then the Al- 
*^ lies (ball immediatelyj and without waiting 

!!the 
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^* the Expiration of the faid Tenn, fupply the 
Emperor with fuch Forces as are therein fti- 
pulated. 



cc 



The Reading of this Paper confirmed the 
Cardinal in his Sentiments, that it would not 
be for the Glory of the King his Mafter to 
hearken to Propofals of Peace, made in fuch a 
way as favoured of defpotick Command and 
Conftraint i and the King himfelf was of the 
fame Mind with his Minifter, refolving to fa- 
crifice every thing rather than take the leaft 
Step wherein his own* Honour and that of a 
Nation, fo tender of this Article, might lie ex-*" 
pos'd. - 

Earl Stanhope was fcarcely gone, but the v^ar- 
dinai was very jealous that the ErigUjh Miniftry 
Would not fail to make their ufe of this Rupture 
of the Negotiations, and to tell the Publick, that 
it now depended only on the Court of Spain to 
bring things to a good Peace ,• therefore he 
thought fit to inform the Publick himfelf, of the 
Motives which induced his Catholick Majefiy 
to rcjeft the Propofals of the Englijh Minifter ; 
and for this End he wrote the following Letter 
to the Marquefs Beretti Landiy with Orders to 
communicate it to their High MightinefTcs. 

^' T Acquaint your Excellency, that my Lord 
I " Stanhope fct out the 26th of this Month 
^ uom the Ef curia I for Madrid, whence he was 
" to proceed on his Journey to PariSy having 
** feen Proof fufficicnt during bis Stay here, of 
" the Conftancy and Firmncfe with which the 
" King rcjcded the Projed of the Princes Me- 
** diators, and the Sufpenfion of Arms laft pro- 

M % !" posU 
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*' pos'd. He learnt from their Majefties own 
** Mouths, in two long Conferences, to which 
** he had the Honour to be admitted, that they 
^* deteftcd that Projed, as unjuft, prejudicial, 
'^and ofienfive to their Honour. I told him, 
*' that I did not comprehend what Motive could 
" induce the confederated Powers to admit the 
*^ Duke of Savoy into their Alliance, not only 
confidering of what little Ufe he will be to 
them, but becaufe 'tis certain thofe Powers 
" have no need of the Troops of Savoy, unlefs 
" that Prince will maintain them at his own 
" Expence, which will be very difficult to ob- 
*^ tain. 

" ^s for Sicily y I declared to my Lord Stanhope^ 
*-^ in the Prefence of the Marquefs de Nancrcy 
*^ that France and Great Britain had of them- 
" felves, and none elfe whatever, induced the 
^' King to retake that Kingdom ; for both thofe 
'^ Courts had aflur'd his Majeily, that the Duke 
cf Savoy was treating with the Archduke, to 
give up to him that Ifland, if that Prince 
" would accept it ; but that he had refus'd it, 
" confidering it would be better for him to re- 
ceive it by the Difpofition of the Powers Me- 
diators, and with the Gonfent of Spain ; be- 
** caufc in that Cafe, he would have the Advan- 
** tage to obtain it by a more jiift and more au- 
** then tick Title, befides the Aflu ranee of kcep- 
" ing it by Favour of fo powerful a Guaranty. 
" I likewife Ihew'd my Lord Stanhope^ that the 
" Archduke being Mailer of Sicily^ all Italy will 
" be the Slave of the Germans^ and the Powers 
of Europe not be able to fet her at Liberty : 
' And that the Germans in the laft War, with a 
^* fmall Body* of Troops, made head and dif- 
; ' . . " puted 
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puted the Ground againft two Crowns, which 
had formidable Armies in Lombard) y. were 
Malkirs of the Country, and of a great Num- 
ber of confiderable Places. I alfo rcprefented 
to him very clearly, that to make War in Lorn-* 
iardy, was to make it in a Labyrinth, and that 
it was the fatal Burial Place of the F) ench and 
EngUjh : That every Year of the laft War coft 
France i8 or 20000 Recruits, and above 15 
Millions ; that the Duke of Vendofm, at tlie 
*rime Things went profperoully, faid, that if 
the War in Italy lafted, the two Crowns muft 

" indifpenfibly abandon that Province, becaufe 
of the immenfe Charge : That according to 
the Engagements now proposed, the Succours 
of Great Britain are far off, and imprafticable ; 
and that the leaft would coft a Potofi enough 
to ruin a Kingdom : That at prefent thofe of 

* France are impoffible, and would be generally 

" opposM by the Nation : That the Archduke 
would triumph with all thefc Advantages, and 
England not recover the Icaft Reimburfcment, 
when, on the contrary, fhe might gain confi- 

*^ derably by fiding with Spain. In conclufion, 

' I told my Lord Stanhope plainly, that the Pro- 
pofition of giving Sicily to the Archduke was 
abfolutely fatal ; and that of fctting Bounds 
afterwards to his vaft Defigns, a mere Dream 
and Illufion ; fince that Prince being poflcfs'd 
of Sicilyy would have no further need, cither 
of France or Englandy for bringing immediate- 
ly the reft of Italy under Subjeftion, and no 
Power would be in a Condition to oppofc it. 

" This is the Sabftancc of all the Conferences 
my Lord Stanhope had', and your Excellency 

f^ may make ufc of it as Occadon (hall offer. 

M 3 In 
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In the mean time the Cardinal being infonn'd, 
both by the Earl of Stanhopes Paper, and by his 
Difcourfe, what Spain muft expeft from the 
Powers enter'd into the Alliance, loft no time in 
giving new Orders to haften the Succours which 
were defign'd for Sardinia^ from whence the 
Army in Sicily was to be reinforcM from time t6 
time. . He alfo applyM himfelf, with the utmoft 
Diligence, in the Difpatch of Inftruflions and 
Orders to his Catholick Majefty's Minifters at 
London, Paris, and the Hague, to {^t all Engines 
at work, in order to break the Meafares or the 
Allies \ and being inform'd, by a Letter from 
the Marquefs de Beretti Landi, of the good DiP- 
pofition which their High Mightinefles feemM to 
be in, for obfervingan exad Neutrality, he tum'd 
ajl his TIjoughts that way, in order to manage 
the Republick, to who/e Mediation the Intereus 
of his Catholick Majefty niight always be refers, 
in cafe any Misfortune fliould happen, which 
obliged him to fubmit to the Terms impos'd up- 
on him. 

The Cardinal being always watchful of 
Events, in which the Authority of the King, 
his Matter, wais concern-d, took very much at 
Heart the Aftair of the Refufal of his Bulls for 
the Archbiflioprick of Seville, not fo much on hi'is 
own Account, as becaufe it flruck at the Honour 
of his Catholick Majefty, whofe Intereft the 
Court of Rome feem^d to have little Regard to ; 
fo that after many fubmiffive and refpeftfiil 
Reprcfentations, he believed that the Intereft of 
the Crown would receive fuch a vifible Blpw 
upon this Occafibn, as might be of bad Confe- 
flucnce hereafter. Therefore, after feveral Hints 
drop'd to the Nuncio Aldrovandi^ of what 
^ . would 
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would be the Confequencc, if the Holy Father 
Ihould ftill pay fo much Deference to the Inftan- 
ices of the Houfe of Auftria^ as to delay granting 
to his Catholick Majefty what he had no reafon 
to refufe him, he fent Cardinal Acquaviva his laft 
Inftruftions upon this Affair. This Minifter no 
fooner received them, but, before he put them in 
execution, he communicated them to the Cardinal 
Nephew^ that his Holinefs might have no caufe to 
reproach him, with having carry'd Things to 
an Extremity, without having acquainted him 
therewith. The Holy Father knew immediate- 
\y ^ffhzx, pafsM ; and the Cardinal Nephew, after 
ievcral Journeys betwixt the Vatican and Czv- 
diml Acquaviva s Palace, did, at laft, obtain 
the lattet's Confent to fufjpend the Execution of 
his Orders J till the next Confiftory. The 
Spanijb Minifter agreed to it the more readily, 
Jjeqaufe he w^s perfuaded that his HolinLfs 
would embrace this Occafion, to avoid fuch a 
Rupture between the two Courts, as that was 
which coft fo much Pains to be heal'd not two 
Years ago. Neverthelcfs, he was deceived in 
his Expe<aation, and the Threats of the Imperial 
Court ftill prevailed over the good DifpoJicions 
of his Holinefs, fo that a Confiftory was held, 
without the leaft mention of the Archbifliop- 
rick of SeviDe. Then it was that Cardinal Ac^ 
qunviva renewed the Proteftation which he made 
at the beginning of this Refufal, declaring in 
Subftance, ** That his Catholick Majefty having 
*^ nominated Cardinal Alberoni to the Archbifliop- 
•^ rick of Seville^ and the ordinary Informations 
^ being taken before the Nuncio, and produced 
" with the Brief of his Majefty 's Nomination, 
^^ the King of Spain was furpriz'd that all thcfc 
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*^ Formalities obferv'd according to the Rules, 
the Pope fliould refufe to propofe the faid 
Church, as he had, on his Part, requefted him. 
*' That the Right of naming to Bifhopricks had 
been acquired by the Kings of Spai\ for feve- 
ral Ages, by the great Services whidh the faid 
Crown has done to the Church, in converting 
^^ an infinite Number of People to the Catholick 
Faith ; that his Catholick Majefty was re- 
folv'd to maintain his antient Rights, which 
had never been difputed,- that his Holinefe 
could not rejeft the Prefentation of a Subjeft, 
** whom he knew Jto be Regular in his Life and 
^^ Converfation , and Orthodox in Doftrine ; 
^^ efpecially, fince the Holy Father found no 
Incapacity or Difi}uah'fication in him laft 
Year, when he advanced him to the Degree 
'^ of a Cardinal ; nor fince that, wheh he gran- 
** ted him the Bulls for the Bilhoprick of Ma- 
'' laga, &c, 

. Thefe Reafons, how ftrong foever they were 
in themfelves,' had no other Ejtfed, tho' repea- 
ted, than they had in the Month of February 
laft. Therefore Cardinal Acquaviva iflued a De- 
cree, by which, in the Name of the Catholick 
JCing, he orderM all Spaniardsy of whatever 
Rank, Quality or Condition they were, to quit 
Rome^ and retire to the Marquifate of Anconay 
giving them Paflports for that End, and caufing 
Mcney to be diftributed to thofe who wanted 
it ; and, to fet an Example, he himfclf left Rome 
and retir'd to Album. Above 4000 Spaniards 
did the like, and left none of their Nation be- 
hind, but fuch as had nothing to lofe, or no- 
thing to exped in the Dominions oi Spain. Who 
Vsrouid LOt have thought that fu^h 4 Proceeding 

would 
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would for ever have imbroird two Courts, fo 
jealous of their Prerogatives ? efpecially, wheii 
the Nuflcio Aldrovandi had Orders at the fame 
time to quit Sfain. But the Sequel will (hew, 
that there remained the fame good Correfpon- 
dence betwixt them as before, which occa- 
fion*d great Speculations on the Motives of the 
Conduct of both Courts. 

Thefe different Events, of which the Cardinal 
was the Primum Mcbile, fix A the Eyes of all 
Europe upon the Condud of this Minifter, the 
Darling of Fame, when the Englijh Admiral 
jave a newTurn to the Reafonings of Politicians, 
>y the moft remarkable ASion that had hap- 
jpen'd for a long time. 

After the Anfwer which the Catholick King 
returned to thatAdmirarsDifpatches, the latter 
having reinforced the Garrifon oi Gibraltar y (K)ok 
in' Water at Malaga^ without offering the leaft 
Difturbance to the Place, landed fome Troops 
at Port Mahmy and then made all the fail he 
could for the Relief of the Kingdom of Nafles. 
Never was an EngUJhman fo genteely received in 
Jtalyy as this Admiral was at Naples by the 
Viceroy, the Count de 'thanny who paid him al- 
moft the fame Honours as he would have done 
to a So\^reigTi Prince. Yet all the time was not 
fpent in Ceremonies, in Compliments, and in 
{ending rich and magnificent Prefents to the Ad- 
miral's Ship. The Viceixjry had fcarce repre- 
fented to the Eifigltjb A&niral, how important it 
was to fuccour the Phdmontefey who were in 
Sicifyy but the latter ofer*d his Service to con- 
voy the moft powerful Supplies that ht fhould 
fend. 

The 
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The Duke of Sm)oy had fcarce heard what: 
pafs'ld in this Kingdom^ but judging that he 
jilone was not able to hinder its reverting under 
the Dominion of its old Mailers, ingratiated 
himfelf with the Emperor, by giving it up to 
him purely and fimply, relying entirely upon his 
Imperial Majefty s good Intentions, to take cajrc 
of his Interefts afterwards, when a Treaty 
fliould be fet on Foot with Sfain. This Ad of 
Retroceffion was immediately difpatchM to the 
Viceroy of Naples^ to fend it into Sicily^ that 
the Savoyard Generals there might conform acr 
cordingly : And it was by vertue of this Cef- 
ifipn, that the Viceroy of Nafks had fo much 
at Heart the Relief of an Ifland> which he 
had already looked upon as the Patrimony of 
the Emperor his Mailer. 

The Englijb Admiral, after having fecpnded 
the Intentions of the Viceroy , rode in the 
Guial of Mejjtnay when one of his Scout Ships 
brought him Wpr4 that the Sfanijh Fleet was 
not- far o£ 

As foon jas the Admiral arrived upon the 
Coail^of AW/j', he wrote a Letter to the Marqueis 
ie Lede, and prppos'd a Ceflation of Arms to 
him, which the Marquefs could not grant him, 
having no Inilrudions in fuch an Affair. After 
an Anfwer to that Effeft, the Englijh Admiral 
detached part of his Fleet in purfuic of the Sfor 
niards ; who, by Favour of the Wind, kept juft 
out of the Reach of the Englijh ; but at length, 
notwithilanding all they could do, a Fight be- 
gah. The Spaniards lying too near, were, at 
length, oblig d to put themfelves upon the De- 
fensive, for they could not but be jealous of 
thofe Ships that were detachM from the main 

pody 
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Body of the Engltfhj who fpread all the Sail 
they could to gain the Wind of *em. At length, 
on the iith oi Auguft 171 8, part of the Englifb 
Ftect was engaged with part of the Sfanijb Fleet, 
which being very much inferior in Number, in 
Force, and in the true Method of working, was 
beat off of Syracufay and loft above twelve Ships 
of War, the reft of the fcatter'd Fleet retiring, 
part to Malta, and part to fome Harbours of 
Sicily. 

The News of this Af^^^^ ^^^ quickly to all 
the G>urts of Eurofe;' and occafion'd various 
Reafonings upon the Cqndud of the EngUJb Ad- 
miral, who was the AggreiTor; but no Body 
prefumM to be ppfitiye, and every pne left it to 
the Judgment of the whole Parliament, then 
about to affemble. The Minifters of Spain, and 
efpecially the MarquefTes de Monteleone, and de 
Beretti Landi, left no Stone unturnM to ihcenfe 
the Members againft the Court,- and, in oiv 
der to juftify his Cathplick Majefty's Condud 
to all Europe, publiih'd the following Letter 
from the Marquefs d^ Mameleom to ^retary 
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COPT of a LETTER fmn the Mar^ 
quep of Monteleone^ Embaffador from 
the King of Spain, to the Right Honour- 
able Mr. Secretary Craggs. 



Sir, 

TH E News that is fpread in the World 
of Admiral J9/»/s having attacked the 
Sfan/jh Fleet, . and obtained confiderablc Ad- 
vantages over them, obliges mc naturally not 
to aft in any Affair 'till I receive Orders and 
Inftrudions from the King my Mafter, con- 
cerning an Aftion fo furprizing and unexped- 
ed, and that even feems to agree but very- 
little with the Declarations made to the 
Court of Madrid by the faid Admiral, fince 
they gave to nnderftand, that the EngUJI) Fleet 
would proceed no further than as a Guarantee 
to defend the Dominions of the Archduke, in 
cafe they were invaded. Neverthelefs, as I 
cannot doubt in the leaft but that your Excel- 
lency makes ferious Refleftions on the juft Re- 
fentments which the King, my Mailer, and all 
the Sfama}d(y muft needs have, to fee them- 
felves thus allkulted and abus'd, with fo much 
Animofity, by a Nation to whom they have 
fliewn tU-s moft Favour* and fee them aft 
contrary to all -Reafon, Politicks, and even 
agiiinft their own Intereft, to increafe the ex- 
orbitant Power of the Germans in Italy. 
* I cannot difpenfe with my not acquainting, 
your Excellency with the good and generous 
Intentions of the King, my Mailer, that were 
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Cardinal Alberoni. 17 J 

communicated to me by his Letters of the 
29th of Augufty N. S. As alfo the Orders he 
gave concerning the Arrival of the Fleet of 
Mexico at Cadiz», which, in Silver, and other 
Effefts, is valued at nine Millions of Crowns. 
' His Majefty informs me, that notwithfUn- 
ging Admiral Bings Declaration, and the Inti- 
mation that has been given him of the Articles 
lately Signed, whereof I here fend a Copy to 
your Excellency ; and that altho' the faid De- 
claration and Ai'ticles rather denote an obvious 
Defign of making War, than that of maintain- 
ing a perfed Underftanding between the two 
Nations, and undertaking an impartial Media- 
tion ; yet it is refolv'd not to make the leaft 
Change in any thing that relates to Trade ; 
that the Efteds arrived in the faid Flota ihall 
be delivered,- as before, to thofe whom they 
belong to ; and, in a Word, that it is his 
Majefty's Will and Intention, that the Treaty 
of Peace and Commerce fliould be religioufly 
obferv'd; and that the £;/^/^(hould continue to 
enjoy all the Advantages and Grants that were 
given them heretofore. 

' This laft, and fo fingular Inftance of his 
Majefty's Jullice and Moderation, ought not, 
certainly, to have been prevented by the fad 
Event, which he muft have received the News 
of, a lew Days after he had given fo evident a 
Mark of his favourable Difpofitions towards 
the Englfjb Nation. 

* It may be that fomc difaffefted Perfons have 
endeavoured to intimate that the Spanijh Navy 
aim'd lefs at the Liberty of Jtalyy than of ma- 
king Alterations in the Commerce, as it is now 
eitabliih'd^ and engroifing to themfelves the con- 

I * fiderablc 
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* fiderable Branches which other Nations ha*te 
' in the hdies. But this pretended Defign is as 

* falfe as impra&icable. 

* God has committed the J^ies to the Ttuft 
of the Spaniardsj that all Nation* iliight par- 
take of the Riches of that new World } it is 
even neceflary that all Europe fliould contri- 
bute towards fupplying the difierent Domini- 
ons of that vaft Empire with their Manufac-' 
tures and Merchandizes : This was, and is ftill 
the Intention of the King my Mafter, and all 
his Preparations by Sea can never have any 
other View than that of defending the Coaft 
of ^^aifiy and proteding Trade in Europe and' 
the Indies. 

* As to what regards me in particular, I fliall 
be extrearaly concerned, fhould the Aftion, which 
paft lately to the unfpeakable Surprize of the 
greateft Part of Europe, give any Alteration to 
the good Difpofition of the King my Mafter, 
towards all the Englijh Nation ,• and the hearty 
Dedre he has had hitherto to contribute to 
their Advantage. 

I am, &c. 

Three Weeks after the Secretary return^ a 
long Anfwer to this Letter ; wherein he faid, by 
Order of the King his Mafter, * That what 

* Admiral Bing had done ought by no means to 

* appear furpriz^ing, fince my Lord Stanhope had 
^ declared to the Catholick King, and to his Mi- 

* nifter the Cardinal Alberont, that if, during the 
^ Term of three Months, allow'd for his Ma- 

* jefty's entring into the Alliance, he undertook 

* any Hoftilities, tending to hinder the Execu- 

* tion of the Difpofitions made by the faid Trca- 

.* ties. 
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* ticS, the faid Powers were oblig'd to oppofc 

* him by Force even within the faid 3 Months ;' 

* and that the Invafion of Sicily was diredly con- 
' rrary to the faid Difpofitions. Afterwards this 

* Miniller enlarg'd on the fcveral Complaints^ 

* which it was ailedg'd the Englijh Nation had 

* reafon to make againft the ConduA of the Court 

* of Spain and he concluded from tlience, that 

* Sir George Bing did no more than what he ought 

* to have done. 



1 



This Letter was not long without a Reply on 
the Pare of the Marquefs de MomeleotKy who to 
his own Refieflions added the Copy of the fol- 
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^^^wing Letter, which Cardinal Alkrmi wrote ^^J 
^^b him before he receiv'd that from Mr. Craggi. ^^H 

Sir, ^^ 

' TUST as I was reckoning your Exccllwicy j 

* J might be inform'd of the unworthy ASioti ' 

* committed by Admiral Bing againft the King's 
' Squadron, 1 receiv'd the Copy of the Letter 

* your Excellency wrote upon that Subjed ro 
' Mr. Secretary Craggi, to let him know, that 

* after fuch an unexpeflcd Hoftility, you were 
' obliged to refrain from the FuntSions of your 

* Pacifick Miniftry ; and that to maintain the 

* King's Honour, and that of your Charader, 

* you muil avoid all manner of Intercourl^. Hav- 

* ing deliver'd the faid Copy to his Majefty, he 
' very much approv'd what your Excellency had 
' written to him, and the JuAnefs of the Exprcf- 

* lions yoii made ufc of, 10 cxpofc the Breach of 

* Faith of that Miniflry, in relation to the orer- 
^ hafiy Proceedings of Admiral Bing ; when no- 

' thing . 
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thing was pretended to, but a Mediation to 
facilitate the Projed of Peace, or, at moft, to 
defend the Territories adually in the Pofleffion 
of the Archduke in Italy ; when my Lord Stan^ 
hope was in Spain, at a fmall Diftance from the 
Court, to propofe to it Projeds of Peace and a 
Sufpenfion of Arms -, and laftly, in the very 
Inftant when the King our Mailer, to give new- 
Proofs of his Royal Circumfpedion, had or- 
derM the Eflfeds of the Englijhy brought to Ca- 
diz» in the lafl: Flota which arrived there from 
the Indiesy not to be touch'd, biit that every 
Man of that Nation fliould have what refpec- 
tively belonged to him. 

* In Truth, no impartial Perfon can hear, with- 
out Surprize, that the Fleet of his Britannick 
Majefty, commanded by Sir George Bwg, did, 
without any Provocation, Necefficy, or Pre- 
tence, and forgetting the Title of Peaceful 
Mediator, which his Mafter affumes to him- 
felf, together with the Intcrefts of Great Britam^ 
attack the Fleet of Spairt, only to fruftrate the 
Expedition againft' 5/c/7y ; after having been at 
Naples, to concert with Count T'haun fo baie an 
Adion ; received great Sums of Money, by 
way of fuppofed Arrears ; and finally, aftes 
having come near to Mejpna, and fent truily 
Officers to confer with the Commanders of the 
King^s Army, and to afl'ure them that he would 
commit no Ad of Hoftility. 

' The greatefl Part of Europe is impatient to 
hear how the Britijh Miniftry can juflify them- 
felves to the World, after fo rafh a Violence, 
If they recur to the feeble Argument to fay, 
that Admiral Bings Inllrudions were jo main- 
tain the Neutrality of Italy^ Who is ignorant> 

^at 
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at this time of Day, that that Neutrality h^th 
long been at an End ? And that the Princes^ who 
guaranty the Treaties of Utrechty are entirely 
free, and difcharg'd from their Guaranty ? 
ISvcry body knows, thit the Guaranty of the 
Sufpenfion of Arms in Italy was revoked and 
annuUM, not only by the u:andalous Breaches 
which the Aujirians madp in the ill-performed 
Evacuation ot Catalortia and Majorca^ and by 
other fubfequent Outrages ; but alfp by rciafon 
that the faid Guaranty^ taken in its literal 
Senfe^ was no longer binding, than ^tiU the 
Peace to be made with Franc0 ; an4 the Princes 
Guarantees ought np otherwife to maintain it^ 
than by their mutual 'Offices. 
^ Upon thefe Grounds and Principles e*'ery 
ooe may make his own Refledions. And what 
will the World fay, to fee that after the faid 
Neutrality hacL for the BLeafpns ^boye ^Uedg'd, 
l^iia dormant tor fpur Xears, the Miniftry of 
Ijmdon would fajn revive and fupport it, not 
by the Employment of a Friendly Mediation, 
but by open Force, and the fcandalous Artifice 
of abijfing our Security and Confi<ieriCe ? This 
is fo certain and indubitable, and Admirjil 
Bwg found himfelf fo perplexed with the Re- 
morf^ of his injurious Conduft, that in tjie Ac- 
count he gives of this Naval Fight, knowing 
that he had no Motive, nor reafon^ible Fretenc^e 
to finU foul on the ^rniiards^ he betakes himfejf 
to the Shift of fupppfing (quite contrary to 
Truth) that the King'? Ships firft ranged thcm- 
felves in Line of Battle, and fired uppn the 
^gfijh* But that wliich is moft furprizing is, 
that he l^ys ic dovra for Fa£t, that he fent pr- 
* 4^ to his SUm mxXQ jSr^ upop jthe ^am^df. 

N ^ ^If 
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If he had no Defign to attack them, if he had 
a Mind to treat them as Friends, why did he 
purfue them from the Streights of the Faro to the 
Heights of Sjracufa ? Why fent he four of the 
beft Sailers in his Fleet in all Hafte, with Or- 
ders to come up with the Spaniards I And why, 
laftly, did he follow them with the reft, after 
having given them his own Lights, unlcfs ic 
was not to lofe Sight of the Sfanijh Fleet du- 
ring the Night ? This Step, which is (o extra- 
ordinary, was not taken certainly with the 
View only of fainting the Spdnijh Fleet in fo 
nice and critical a Junfture, after having con- 
voyed near to Rixoles in Calabria a confiderable 
Part of the Auftrian Infantry ! 
^ The King our Matter, who looks upon the 
King of Great Britain aS a wife, a prudent, 
and moderate Prince, who is not ignorant that 
the Succefs of Arms is unconftant, who knows 
in fliort to how many Accidents and Revolu- 
tions Humane Felicity is expofed, and that 
God takes the juft Caufe into his Protedion, 
cannot perfuade himfelf that fo enormous an 
Ad was executed by Order of his Britamick 
Majefty ; and the rather, becaufe he thinks it 
incompatible with the Gratitude of Sovereigns 
(and eipecially of his Britamick Majefty) to for- 
get fo eafily the fincerc Friendftip whereof he 
hath received fo many Proofs from the King 
our Matter, who did not fail to ftiew it him, 
during the mott perilous Time of his Reign, 
and the late Troubles in Endand, 

o 

* Neither can his Majetty perfwade himfelf, 
tfiat a Violence fo.unjuft, and fo generally dif- 
approved, was fomented by the 5r////S Nation, 
^ bticaufe (he is always ^3 -faithful Friend to her 

' AlUes, 
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Allies, and grateful to Sfain for the Benefits 
flie hath received from the t-iberaliqes and 
good Intentions of his Catholick Majefty* On 
the other fide, well-grounded Experience con- 
vinces his faid Majeliy, that this Event is the 
Effca of fome reftlefs and turbulent Spirits, 
Enemies to Peacej to. his Britamick MsLJcRy^s 
Honour, to the Nation's Quiet and Advan- 
tage, and to the Publick Good in general ; 
defirous of. raiflng their private Fortunes and 
Convenience upon the Common Ruin, and at 
the Expence of fatal Succefs and its unhappy 
Confequences. 

* All thefe Motives, together with that which 
his Majefty hath (tho^ to his Sorrow) to fee 
the ill Ufe which is made of his Favduri ; the 
Refleftion upon the infulting his Honouf by an 
Hoftility and Offence fo little expeSed ; and 
the Confideration that after what hath newly 
happened, the R^prefentatipn of your Excet- 
lency^s Character and Minifiry would be fuper- 
fluous at that Court, and that you would be 
ill refpeded there, have obliged the King to 
order me to bid you ip his Name to depart 
from England, as foon as your Excellency 
(hall receive this Letter, his Majcfly having fa 
rcfolved. 

Jam, 8cc. 
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How ftrong foever were the Arguments and 
lExprcffions of this Letter, the Marqucfs de Mm- 
teleone, perceiving the Motions of the Coun- 
Party to get a Majority in Parliament, thought 
his Prefence ncceflary a while longer in Eng" 
landy ami before- he went away, he publifh'd the 
following Letter from Cardinal Albermy in An- 
fwcr to the Accufations of Mr. Craggs. 

Tranjlation of Cardinal Alheronis Answer 
to the Marquefs de Mohteleone, dated the 
10th of, OiSloberj 1718, concerning the^ 
Letter A^. Secretary Craggs wrote to 
the [aid Marquefs, dated at Hampton- 
Court, Sept. 4. 171 8. 

Sir, 

-*'nn HO' the Breach of Faith of the Bmijb 
'* JL Miniftry hath Efficiently (hewn itfelf, in 

* the unjuft and nnforefcen Hoftility committed 
' Ijy Sir Geoy-ge Bing againft his Majefty's Squa- 
^ drort ; yet, forafinnch as Mr. Craggs ^ Secretary 
' of State, endcavoiirsj in the Letter which he 
^ wrote to your Excellency the fourth of Seftem- 

* bery to pcrfwade the World of the contrary, 

* 'tis- unavoidably neceflary to repeat to you, 

* that this Aaion was already premeditated, 

* and that Admiral Bing concealed his Intention, 

* the better to abufe the G)nfidence of our Ge- 
^ nerals in Sicily^ by giving them his Word, that 

* he. would not commit any Hoftility. 

* Men were univerfeUy Airprized at the Arri- 
^ val of the Firft Minifter of Great Britain at the 
^ Court of the Catholick King, there to make 
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Propofals of Peace and of Sufpenfion of Arms, 
at the fame time that the Naval Force of the 
Potentate, who (hould have been Mediator, 
was performing the Aftions of an open Rup? 
ture. 

^Alt doth not fuffice to fay, that a Rnpture 
might and muft .be predifted, by the Dieujand 
which the Lord Stanhope made of a P^fs for 
the Security of his Perfon in his Majefty's Do- 
minions ; and-'tis needlefs to repeat what pafs'd 
betwixt the Marquefs de Lede and Sir. George 
Bingi while he was in Siciiy'y concerning a Su(- 
penlion of Arms, becaufe no body is ignoranf 
that the Marquefs de Led^ was not authori2e4 
for it, and that his Inftniftions required nothing 
elfe of him than to recover ^ that Kingdom, 
without empoweriig him to. enter into a Ner 
gotiation of Peace : For 'tis very cuftomary tg 
demand Pafles, to fecure one's felf againft Ac- 
cidents i and efpecially, becaufe by that mean^ 
Nations fliew their mutual Relpeft for eict> 
other. But 'tis no where to be found in Hif- 
tory, nor is it compatible with Gofld-Faith, 
neither have the moft Barbarous People yef 
learnt the Maxim of fending a Minifter /rom 
one Court to another, with the CharaSer o/ 
Mediator, there to treat of Peace, and of ex- 
ecuting at the fame time the utmoft Rigours of 
War. 

* Mr. Craggs complains, in his Letter, of the 
Impofts4aid on the Merchandizes of Great Bri- 
tain ; but befides that no Man can make this 
out, the antient Cuftoms obfcrv'd in Spain hav- 
ing been praftisM from the Signing of the Peace 
of Utrecln^ upon the firft Demand of Mr. Bubb^ 
Minifter of that Crown, for the snaking and 

N 3 ^fettling 
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^ fettling a new Tariff, the fame was readily a- 

* greed to : And as it proved a Work of Time, 

* Endeavours were ufed to accomplifli and con- 
^ elude it at Cadiz., with the Afliftance of the 
' publick Merchants, of all Nations, who Cgn'd 
' it. The King himfelf approved it, aod itTiad 
^ infallibly been printed and publifliiM, had not 

* the Ertglijb Squadron appearM in the Mediter- 
^ ranean, to oppofc his Majefty s juft Under- 
.* taking. 

.! There n^ver was a Thought ^ntertain'd of 

* prohibiting feveral kinds of Goods exprefly al- 

* low'd by the faid Treaty ; neither did the King 
^ deny the South-Sea Company the Schedules for 
^ their Annual Veffels, his Majefly having only 
' defired the /aid Company to let them alone 

* for this Year, ' becaufe he hadrefblv'd not to 
^ fend his own Galeons, at the Recjueft of thofc 
/ .who trade to the Jadiesy and of the Confulate 
^ of Cadi^y whq affirm'd, that America was fQ 

* over-flock'ci with all forts of Goods, that it 
^ was impoffible to difpofe of them* 

* Jiis Majefty hath done nothing herein, that 

* is againft the exprefs Words of the Treaty : 

* On the contrary, he Ji-ith .by fuch Conduft 

* fbewn his Inclination to favour the Commerce 
^ of the Sritijh Nation ; for he oi&r'd at the fame 
^ time, that the Englijh might fend thither two 
^ Ships inftead of one next Year ; and the King 

* was difpofed (rotwithft^nding the ^bove-men- 

* tion'd Reqi^eft) to confent to the jDeparture 

* of the faid Annual Ship, not regarding the 

* Prejudice his Finances would have fufter'd 
^ therefrom. 

^ The Detention of the Merchant-Ships, to 
' tranfport Troops, {lorfes, and Ammunition, 
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was petformM without any Conftraint, and 
with the peaceable Confcnt of the Parties con- 
cern 'd, whofe Freight was punftually paid. 
'Tis not Spain that introducM this Cuiloro^ the 
Merchant-Ships in all Sea-Ports, of what Na- 
tion foever, publickly ferving thofe who pay 
them, in the nature of Tranfports : But it 
was a fubtle and. malicious Invention to fay, 
that the Owners, who endeavoured to ftruggle 
with fuch Proceedings, had their Ears cut off. 
And forafmuch, as thefe Reports, muft have 
been rais'd with the View only of impofing 
upon the Britijh Nation, and incenfing them 
at the Expence of difmal Tragedies, and vi(i- 
ble Dangers, contrary to their own Intereft, 
Time will Efficiently fatisfy the World, that 
thefe Pretexts are very wide of Truth. 

* 'Tis not deny'd here, that peradvcnturc 
the Englift) Conful had been arrefted, and fome 
other Keprizals ordered, which furely did not 
happen before the Sea-Fight : And to hear 
the Miniftry of Ijotidvn talk, they will not on- 
ly difpofe of the Kingdoms and Provinces of 
others, but we muft moreover calmly put up 
the Affront of their Infults, and (it down filent- 
ly by the Violence of their Conduft. 

* The Complaint that is made, of the Threat- 
ning to detain the Eflfecis of the Englijb Mer- 
chants, falls to the Ground 5 for the King, 
notwithflanding Admiral Bing declared, upon 
his Arrival in the Sfanijb Sea, that he had Or^ 
ders to employ the Force of his Squadron 
againft the Enterprises of our Army in Italj^ 
and that fuch a Detention would be looked up- 
on as the Confcquence of fb in urious a De- 
claration, and fo groundlefs a Rupture, would 

N 4 * not 
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DDt take the Advantage of that Junfture of 
Afiairs (whatever Reafon and Right he had 
fo to do) to deprive the Englijh of the Trea- 
fures, which they had difpers'd Up and down 
in his Majefty's Dominions. On the contrary, 
fuch was his Beneyol^ce^ that he permitted 
them to gather in the fame, always preferring 
to his own Satisfaftion the Common Wclfarfc 
. of a Naticwi, with which h^ is in Friendfhip, 
and V^hich hath no Share in the World in thfe 
evil Condud of a fmaU Number of particular 
Perfonsj who facrifice the whole Nation t6 
their ambitious Deflgns. 
' The Proofs which his Majefty Jbath given 
of his good Faith and iSncere FriendQiip for 
the 'King of Great-Britain^ during the mod 
ftormy and perilous part of his Reign, and 
the Treaty concluded with Mr. Butb^ whence 
fuch great Advantages did accriie to that 
Monarch, that the Gratitude fo natural to 
Sovereigns obliged him to fpeak of them td 
his Pariiament, and to mention his Catholic!^ 
Majefty aAd the Spaniards as his fall Friends, 
faithful Alliesj and Partakers in the Welfare and 
Tranquility of the King of Great-Britain and 
his SuDJeds, which were equally attacked and 
difturb'd by the miferablc inteftine Diviffons in 
his Kingdom : Thefe Tryals, which his Britanrr 
nick Majefly hath had of the Friendfhip and 
Generofity of the Catholick King, prove the 
contrary of what VtcCraggs fuppofcs in hiS 
faid I-etter, as if there had been a Talk of 
openly declaring in the Favour of the Pretender, 
* Touching the Archduke^s Renunciation of 
Tufcany ; that Prince having never any Right ' 
to claim thofe Territories^ 'tis an eafy Mat- 

^ ter 
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tet to pcrfuacie him to yield them, or at leaft 
to abate of the wide-extepdcd Projcfts for ag*- 
grandi^ing his Dominions. <. 
* This Miniftry do acknowledge they wrot^ 
* the Letter of the 20th of Augufij which Mr, 
Craggs refers to in his> and which the King 
ordered his EmbaiTadcrs at London and the 
Hague to make publick, his Maj^liy being de- 
firous to jufiify his Conduft in that Manner^ 
And make appear that his Undertakings^ the 
railing of Troops, and retrieving of his Na* 
vy, did not reach to the depriving the EngUfi 
Nation of the Commerce of the hdiesy as 
the Miniftry o(. London have endeavoured to 
infinuate, to create a period Diffidence and 
entire Hatred between the two Nations. Be- 
fides, the repeated Proofs, which the King of 
Sffain hath given of his generous Carriage to- 
wards the King of Gru^-Britain^ will at all 
Events convince and afiure him, that the 
abovementionM Letter was not publiih^d with 
the Defign of incen(ing his Subjeds againft 
his Government ; tho' there are few, who do 
not know, that the Maxims and particular 
Views of fom? of the Englijh Miniilers are 
prejudicial and deftrudive of the Common 
Welfare. 

^ As for Mr. Craggs^s alledging in his Letter, 
that the King his Mafter doth not pretend to 
zXij other Trade for his Subjefts, with thofi; 
©rhis Catholick Majefty, than what is ftipu- 
lated for them by the Treaties ; it cannot be 
thought, that is the faid Prince's Meaning; 
becaufe he is not ignorant, tliat befide what 
his Catholick Majefty fo generoufly granted 
by the Treaty of Utrecht^ he extended yet far- 

^ thcr 
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thcr his Royal Beneficence, by receding af- 
terward from the three Explanatory Articles, 
and by enlarging confiderably the Ajjiento 
Treaty for Slaves, the more to oblige the 
Englijh. And the Wodd will eafily judge^ 
from thefe two laft Treaties, what a high Ef- 
teem his Catholick Majetty hath had for the 
the King of Great-Britain and his Subjects ; 
and that, inftead of thinking of new Impdft^ 
and Duties upon the Merchandizes of that 
Crown, he hath yielded, in behalf of Com- 
merce, all the Advantages granted to him by 
the Congrefs of Utrecht. 

* Mean while, the Evil-minded of the London 
Miniftry have not only endeavoured to create 
a Diffidence in t-he Minds of the Britijh Na- 
tion, by indnuating that there are Manufac- 
tories and Work-Houfes newly crefted in 
Sfain ; but they have alfo with the fame Ar- 
tifice gone about to pcrfuade Foreign Powers, 
that it was indifpenfibly neceflary to curb the 
Strength of that Monarchy, and to ruin its 
Fleet, which (according to them) was defign'd 
to difturb the Publick Tranquility, and to de- 
prive them all, without Diftindion, of their 
Commerce. 

* For what concerns the Manufaftures, it 
is notorious, that were they much more nu- 
merous than they are, they could never fup- 
ply the Demand in Sfain ; and that the Com- 
merce of the IndieSy humanly fpeaking, cannot 
be maintained without Foreign Merchandizes; 
partly, becaufe the Inhabitants of thefe King- 
doms fhew very little Inclination to carry on 
Manufaftures ,- and partly, becaufe God, in 
his qnfearchable Providence, hath given the 
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Indies into the. Proteftion of the Spaniards^ to 
the end that all the People in the World 
fhould equally fliare in their Produdions.. 
* Concerning the Naval Force, the King li- 
mited it to fiich a moderate Number, that 
Men can hardly (without Partiality) think 
^it fufficient to convoy the Galeons, and 
guard the Coafts of Sfain ; which is verify'd 
by the Account which the EfigUJh publifh'd, 
of the Number and Rates of the Ships, as al- 
To of the Place where they met them in the 
Sea-Fight of Sicily. And laftly, I muft ob- 
ferve tQ your Excellency, that 'tis acknow- 
ledged that Mr. Craggs^ by his vain Difcourfes, 
evades the Mention of the Violence commit- 
ted againft his Majefty's Squadron i and it 
appears that he requires it {hould be believed 
we were attacked with Reafon, upon no other 
Motive, than becaufe we had before been un- 
juftly threatened : But the Miniftry of London 
muft maintain the Treaties with due Honour 
and Good-Faith, if they would prefcrve the 
King's Friendfliip and the Commerce of the 
Britijh Nation. I am, &c. 

This laft Letter, which gave a true Idea of 
what the Minifter and Court of Spain thought 
of his Britamtick Majcfty's Conduft, was alfo 
communicated to the States General by the Mar- 
qucfs de Be);etti Landi, who did not fail to tack a 
Memorial to iti from whence that Minifter 
took Occafion to obfcrve to their High Mighti- 
nefles, into what a terrible Labyrinth they 
would infallibly plunge themfelves, if they 
fliould yield to the Solicitations of the Enemies 
of Spain^ enter into their Viev/s, and prefer the 

Name 
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Name of Enemy to that of Pacifick Medla« 
tors, which they might ftill preferve, (ince hi$ 
Catholick Majefty refcr'd his Intcrcfts to thcm^ 
defiring nothing, but that they would find out 
Means to falve the Honour of his Crown an4 
of the Spanijh Nation. 

The Enemies of Spain did not gain all th^ 
Advantages they expcfted from the Fight oflF c^ 
Syracufa. The Englijh were the firft, on whom 
the Spaniards revenged the Lofs of their Ships ; 
Several of their Merchants and Confuls were 

Sit under Arreft , Inventories were taken of 
eir Eftefts, which were remov'd to Places of 
Security ; feveral of- their Ships returning fronj 
the Ports of the Levant or Italy with rich Car- 
goes, not knowing what had pafs^d^ ran into 
the very Mouths of the Spaniards^ by caftin|( 
Anchor in their Harbours. Indeed, the Govet- 
nors and Magiftrates of the Maritime Townj 
did feveral things upon this Occafion without 
Orders from Court j and the King (hew'd his 
Difapprobation of it, as foon has he had Infor?" 
mation thereof, by granting all the Englijh tha( 
were in his Dominions entire Liberty, and there* 
by convincing them, that he did not impute all 
that had pafs'd to their Nation. In refped to 
Sicily^ the Defeat cf the Spanijh Fleet, inftead of 
retarding the Execution of their Defigns, did 
only ferve as it were for a time to pufli them oh 
the fafter i for on one hand the Sicilian Militia 
took up Arms for 'em, the chief Nobility en- 
gaged to raife new Regirtients at their own Ex-* 
pepce, and even the Clergy contributed freely, 
after having form'd Aflbciations in Favour of 
Spain ; fo that the Citadel of Alejfina was foon 
obliged to capituUte^ notwithil^nding all the 

5uo 



CarMnal Aleeroni. 189 

Succours and Refrefiiraents which the Garrifon 
receiv'd every Day by Favour of the Bn^lifi 
Fleet. 

Melazxo and Syracufu were the only Places that 
remain'd in the Hands of the Piedmomefe Troops, 
the one on the North, and the other on the Eaft 
,Side of the Ifland, and both of like Importance ; 
fb that the Marquefs de Leek, being dubious 
which of the two he fliould attack firfl, after the 
Reduftion of Mejjina, refolv'd at length upon 
the Siege of Alglas.z^, which he undertook in 
the beginning of OSMerj aod which lafted near 
feven Months. 

During thefe Tranfaftions in Sicily^ m Event 
happen'd at Rotxe, which furpriz'd the wliolc 
World. We have already ftewn what happen'd 
to the Cardinal delGiudiu^ and with what feem- 
ing Refignaciot\ he fubrairted to the Orders of 
the Court of Spain. But the Scqucilration 
which the Marquefs de tide ordcr'd of tiie Re- 
venues of his Emincncy's Benefices in Aa/y, 
made him quite impatient, and, after feveral 
Conferences with his Holinefs, he ereifted the 
Arms of the Houfe of Auftrin over the Gate of 
(lis Palace, to fliew both Italy and the whole 
Chriftian World, that he renounc'd his Oachs 
-of Fidelity, -which he had on (o many Occa- 
iions tenew'd to his Caiholick Majcfty, to throw 
himfelf under the Proteftion not of Kcuttjrt 
Powers, but of the declar'd Eiiemy of ^aiii, 
to all whofe Secrets he was privy, liaving bccfl 
ftimc Miniftcr of that Court for feveral VcarS. 
The Cardinal judging at the fame time that va- 
TioQS Sentiments would be pafs'd upon his Con- 
duft, fome of which might not be for his Ho- 
nour, 
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nour, publiih'd the Motives of his changing 
Sides in the following Manifefto, by way of 
Letter. 

^A Declaratio*! of the Mothes which 
obliged Cardinal del Giudice to abandon 
the Party of King Philip, and efpoufe the 
Tarty of the Emperor ^ and place the itnfe^ 
rial Arms ever the Gate of his Palace 
at Rome, in the Month of December, 
171 8* Jn a Letter to a Friend. \ 

IN your laft you exprefs'd to me your Sur- 
prize at the Refblution of Cardinal Giudice 
Confidering therefore that you may have been 
mifled by artful Infinuations, or by your being 
unacquainted with the true State of the Cafe, 
I take the Liberty to fet it in a right Light, 
that you may fee how juftiHable the Condufi 
of the Cardinal is in this A&ir. I fhall wave 
at prcfent the extraordinairy Accidents tljit 
befel him at the Court of S/fam, occafiop^d 
by malicious and falfe Reports j and contenj: 
myfelf with telling you, that when he retird 
to Rome to enjoy Quietnefs there, after having 
ferv'd that Crown in feveral Stations, imme- 
diately upon his Arrival, Cardinal Acquavivaty 
by Order of. King Philips notified to all tlyc 
Dependants of Sfawy that they ought to look 
upon the Cardinal as entirely out of his, ^jr 
vour. This being furprizing News to the C^ 
dinal, he reprefented to King Philip wMt h^ 
I been done, defiring him to acquaint him with 

^the 
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the Motives ; and direfted his Letter to the 
Duke of Orkansy that he might be the more 
certain the fame would be delivered to the feii 
Prince j which tho' it was delivered according- 
ly, yet the Cardinal not being able to obtain 
the leaft Anfwer, with the greateft Refigna- 
tion fubmitted to fo irregular and ftrange a 
Proceeding. Some Months after CarcHinal Ac^ 
quavtva^ by a Letter he wrote to Carding 
Gmdicty notified to him King Pbilifs Order, 
to take down the Arms of Spain from his Pa- 
lace Gate,* to which the Cardinal anfwer'd, 
that he would reprefent to the King himfelf 
his Sentiments on that Affair ; but Acquaviva, 
not being fatisfied with that Anfwer, retum'd 
a. very infolent Letter, to which Cardinal 
Giudice replyM in Terms expreffing his Refent- 
mcnt. However, by another Letter to King 
Philfpy conveyM to him again thro' the Hands 
of the Duke of Orleansy he renew'd his In- 
ftances, to know the Reafon of fo unjuft and 
violent an Order ; and at the fame time intima- 
ted, that a Perfon's having the Arms of a Crown 
over his Gate, did not imply that he was a 
Minifter to that Prince, but only denoted that 
he was his Subjed ; and therefore if his Ma- 
jefty perfifted in his Refolution to have the fai4 
Arms taken down, he protefted that he muft 
underftand him(elf to be no longer bound by 
any Ties of Vaffalage ,• and, confequently, to 
be at full Ig^berty ,* upon which the Marquees 
de Grintaldi, by Order of King Philipy notified 
to the Cardinal^ that his Majefiy perfifted m 
his Refolution to have the Anns taken down, 
and even threatned him with refenting it, in 
;^ cafe he continued to difobey. Upon this new 
- .' ! Intimation 
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Intitnation the Cardinal te^k the faid Arms 
dov^rn , and, in confequence of bifi Protcfta- 
tion, claimed a Liberty of taking other Mea- 
fures. Yet, continuing undetermined, and 
perfuading himfelf, that after having obeyed, 
all further Refentment would ceafe for the fu- 
ture, he was informed that the Marquefs ^ 
Jjeie had hardly entered Palermo^ but he fd- 
quejdred the Revenues of his Church at iliaif- 
reakj whereby it appeared that the faidSequef- 
tration mufi have been one of the firfl Articles 
in his Inilru&ions. The Cardinal therefore 
confidering, that at the Jun&uce when the 
Kingdom of Naples was loft, inftead of fini^ 
lowing the Example of other Cardinals, his 
Countrymen, and keeping the PoffeiSpn of 
his Patrimonial £ftate> and his Ei^clefiaflical 
Revenues in that Kingdom, he had inadc a 
Sacrifice of both, and adhered to the Intereft 
of King Philip. That after having been ejtn* 
ploy'd in the Service of Spain for feveral Years, 
and acquitted himfelf, in the Management of 
the moft important Ai^ir$, with a general Ap- 
plaufe, which the late Kit^ of France, LepA 
XIV, teilified on all Occasions, he had met 
with the higheft Ingratitude which was an 
E&d: of the blackeft Perfidiouirnefs ; and feeing 
himfelf purfued with continual Peiiecutions at 
Rontey he found himfelf under ^n indifpeofible 
Neceffity to have Rccourfe to other Methods^ 
to ihelter himfelf againf); fucb ^PerfecutioQS : 
But, in order to proceed upon the beft Advicct 
he reprefented to the Pope the Sitwatiop he 
was in, deiiring his Council Pireftiqp, 9nd 
Prote&ion, reigning his own Will to that o£ 
the mpft Holy Father, who t>ei*^ highly Qifif^. 

'fy'd 
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li^'d with the Cardinal's Modcrauon, deter- 
mined, [hat he being entirely at Liberty from 
' sD the tbimer Ties he had been under to Spaiitf 

* tlie Conlidcration of his being a Neapo/ii.wC:iX' 
' dinal ought to prevail ; and tbac conftqixntly 

* he OQglit to put himfelf under the Imj^crial 
' Dominion, on fuch Terms as other Ca:dinals 
' had done, who were Natives ol' that King- 

* dora ; his HoUiiefs charging himfclf witli fct-* 

* tl'mg the Manner of it with the Emperor, by 
' the Means of his Embafl'ador. This Interpo- 

* fition had fuch EffeS, that very favourable 

* Anfwers catrte from his Imperial Majcfly, ex- 
' preilinghisSdtisfadion and nigh Efteem for the 

* Cardinal ; in Confequcnce of which, and with 

* the pL-rmiffion of his HolJnefs, the Caidinal 

* caus'd rhe Emperors Arms to be placed over 

* the Gate of his Palace, in the fame mannev 

* as is praftifed by other Cardiniis, his Imperial 
' Majefty's Sabjcfts. This fairhftil and incon- 
' tellable Account will, I ara fure, free youC 
' Mind of that Prejudice, which may have 
' been given you by other Relations, and you 
t will judge of the Jviflice of tlie Cardliiars Pro- 

B dings by his exemplary Patience and G'r- 
ofpc^ioni and lUence rhe artful CUmour$ 
chofe, who out of Envy, or impotent Paf- 
^lion againO the Imperial Dominion in Iialyt 
' uttei itnpruderft DetciUuoiis and Curfcs. 

^H^ / am, &c. 

^HHw CardioaJs Acftavivii and Alhercm Were 
Irbvcrely atta«k'd by this ManifWlo, that tbey 
coold nuc let it go long without an Anf«/et ; 
fm it aj^pMi'd , by the whole Scope of the 
"" O Letter, 



Letter, that the Cardinal delGiuike dtH- »otibbk* 
upon the Catholick King as the A4ithor of the 
Perfccution he complain d of,- but the Perfon/ 
who was commilflfion'd to draw up the Anfwer, 
difcovcring both his want of Temper and Equi- 
ty, return d nd Anfwer to the Complaints of 
that Cardinal, but launched out into Inveftives 
^gainft certain Tetms of his Eminency's Mani- 
tefto. The Anfwer, however^ made a great' 
Noife at Rotney and the Reader may judge of it 
by the following Extracft. 

* The late Mjfdemeanors of Cardinal M 
' Giudice are of fuch a Nature and fo many, 
' that his Catholick Majefty gives a Ihining 

* Proof of his great Clemency j in putting no 
^ other Command upon him, than to take dowri 

* the Arms of his Monarchy ,• and in only fe^ 
^ queftring the Revenues of the Archbiftioprick 

* of Monreak; (or his Majefty had very powcr-^ 

* ful Precedents, and juft Reafons to carry it 
^ with more Severity towards the Cardinal, his 
^ Subjeft, who has quite violated the Obc- 
' di'ence and Gratitude due to bis- So vereign and 

* Benefaftor, who only defir'd a reafonablcSub^ 

* niifljon, in an Affair both juft in itfdf, andrin 

* its ^ircumftances- The Power of the Cacho- 

* lick King is known all over the World; and t6 
^ Body • is ignotart t- -o( Examples- U)f . ^tfaer- Our- 

* finals that have been feverely treated at Rome 
^ itfelf, as well as all over Itafyy when any 

* Princes have thought fit to fatisfy their Honour 

* and Vengeance, and the R.ekfons -^ his Ga- 
M^pl'fck Majefty wiflbenalcnger a^MyftcrffJ 
7 "sfft'^r reading the fbifewing Reflediohs ^oo tte 
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* Manifcfto, which was composed in Favour o^ 

* the Cardinal del Giudke. 

* Such a Manifeftd appears to me like bad 
Council in a bad Caufe, for whoever will but 
examine the uncivil Expreflions which the 
Author makes ufe of every now and then, rtiufi 
be obliged to Own, that he either knowis not 
or has no Value for the Laws of Honour, 
which oblige every one to fpeak with Gravity 
and Modefty, who undertakes to tell the Pub-- 
lick what they knew not before. But this is 
infinitely more expefted from ati Inferior and a 
Subjeft, who is put to the hard neccffity of 
pleading before the'Publick, againft his Supe- 
rior and his Sovereign. If this be a Crime^ 
what (hall we fay of an Author, who fo often 
repeats the Terms, Strange EffeEis of the Malice 
of falfe Reports ! irregular andftrange lUfolutiom ! 
tmjujl and violent Declarations ! the greatefi bigra-* 
titude ivork'd up by the malignant Influences of 
^treachery ! Envy and Pajjion without a Parallel ? 
Expreffions wliich ail relate to the Catholick 
King, or his Minifters, at Madrid and Rome, 
whereby his Majefty is grofly affronted over 
again ; for thofe loofe and ill-natur'd Expref- 
fions which are made ufe of againft his Mi- 
nifters, cannot fail to rjrfleft upon his Majefty. 
Neither has any regard been had to Decency, 
nor to Civility, nor, perhaps, to the Truth it- 
felf, in thofe magnify 'd Sacrifices^ Services and 
Approbationsy given to the Cardinal's Condud, 
in whoPj Favour there's fuch a mighty Parade, 
with the Teftimonies of Z/ww XIV, to which 
it is added, {^Andfince be has met with the greatefi 
Ingratitude that Treachery cduld produce ;] I fhaU, 

O 2 Ma 
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in the Sequel, anfwer thofe Expreffions with 
the more Solidity, becaufe I propofe to (et all 
the Fads and Circumilances in their due 
Light : Bur before I do this, the Author muft 
give me leave to aisk him, if his Eminency^s Ser- 
vices are to be compared with the Services of 
fo ihany Heroes, who, after having enlarged 
and defended the Spauijh Empire in Eurofe ind 
the Indiesy have "been conftrain'd to fubrtiit to 
the VicilStudes of Fortune, and to lofe the 
Favour of their Sovereign, the Government 
of Afiairs, and the Command of Armies. 
Thefe, by the Refignation with which they 
have fubmitted, both in Word and Deed, have 
given publick Proofs that they were perfuaded 
nothing could exciife us in withholding our Ser- 
vice, much lefs our Obedience and Refpeft 
due to our Bencfaflor, and to our Sovereign. 
SucK. "Conduft as this would, undoubtedly, 
have been very becoming a Cardinal, a Bifbop, 
or Grarrd Inquifitor, becaufe the Inllitution of 
thofe Dignities, and the Idea which Men com- 
monly have of 'eni, is to fet Rules and Examples 
of Moderation and a good Behaviour to all 
otlierSiibjcdls. Let the Author of the Manifcfto 
tell me then oF whom he borrowed an Account 
fo ^aggravated, between the Catholick Kit^g 
and ttic Cardinal 3el CiuJicCy fuppofing all that: 



But let lis draw up an Account on the 6thc|: 
Side,^ over agaiiift this Saa-ifie, of the Vice- 
royalty of Skiljy the Archbilhoprick 6f Afi»- 
re/ile', the Credit he haU at iJo?;;^', While he Was 
inthifkcrtTierc with the Affeift of' %?»,■- the 
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'"Office of Grand Inqui/itor, that of Firft Mi- 

* njfter of all the Spanijh Monarchy, the moft 

* honourable Poft of Governor to the Prince oF 

* Afiurias^ the Honours and Riches either gran- 

* ted or procured for his Nephews ,• and then 

* let us examine whether his pretended Sacrifict 
^ will anfwer rhc Total of fo much Wealth, (o 

* many noble Employments, enough to immor- 
^ t^izc his Name. 

^But before we go farther, let the Author 

* tell me, with refpeft to .the Approbations and 

* conftant Encomiums of Lewis XIV, in Favour 

* of the Cardinal, whether the Catholick King 
' ought to retain the fame Tcnderncfs for the 

* cardinal as his Majefty's lUuftrious Grand- 

* father, rather .than exert his own Power, and 
^ imitate even that great King, who was fo ex- 
^ aft in keeping up the Rights of a Sovereigtit 
^ and the Dignity of a King. In (horr, without 
^ mentioning many Cardinals, who underwent 

* the fad Experience of Lewis XIV's Power, du- 

* ring the long and remarlcable Courfe of his 
^ Life, did that Monarch's Efteem for the Car- 
^ dinal del Giudice prevent his Refentment againfl 
^ him, when he detained him a confiderable Time 

* at Bayonn^y diverted of his Office of Grand 
^ Inquilitor, into which he was not re^adjjiitted, 

* but by the Clemency of his Catholick Majefiy, 
^ and the Requeft of tlie Qiicen ? 

^ The Author, after this Preamble, gives a 
^ fhort Narrative of wh^t drew Lewis XI Vs Inr 
^ dignation upon th$ Cardinal Inquilitor ; and 

* then proceeds to the firftCaufe ot hisDifgracc, 

* which, fays he, was oppofing the Queen's Senti? 

* ment, when fte preis'd the Departure of the 
^ Auxiliary Fleet ipr the Levant, whi(:h the Car- 

O 3 ' diiial 
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^ dinal was for fending to the Coafts of liaiy to 
^ force the Pope to anfwer ^11 the Demands of the 
^ Court of Spain. Then he gives an Account how 
^ the Cardinal rctire^I, anfl of hisQuarrel withCarr 

* dinal Acqufivrvq, at the Cardinal de la TyemuiBes 
^ Honfe on St. Lucia's Day, which occafion'd the 
^ Order to take down the King's Arras from the 
' Gate of his Palace, and of the pretended Dif- 
^ obedience of the Cardinal, or rather his Ob- 
^ ftingcy, which brought upon him the Confifca- 

* tion of his Ecclefiaftical P^evenucs in Sicily. 
^ From ..hence the Author takes Occafion to 
^ fhew, that the Cardinal has forc'd the King to 
' treat him with (q much Severity. 

Cardinal Alheroni was charged, not only at 
Rome and Vipma^ with what had pafs'd between 
thofe Courts an4 that pf Madrid ; but they be- 
gan #0 talk the fame Language at other Courts. 
The DuHe of Savoy talked openly, th^t that 
Minifter*had tri^k'd him i and complain 'd pf it 
to the Courts of France and England, imploring 
their Afliftanc? as Guarantees of the Treaty ot 
Utrechty and the A(?t pf Cejjion. He fent the Marr 
qucfs of St. T'homaa fprthvvith to the Court of 
ptemuiy where a Retropeffion, wh^ch had {>ec!i 
already fo Ipng negpciated, was finifli-d, and fol- 
lowed by the Adhefjon of the Court of T'urin to 
the Quadruple Alliance, in which w^re inferred 
Articles pf a new Plan of Accommodation be- 
tween the Courts pf Vienna, 'Turin and Madrid, 
whereby the Duke of Savoy changes his Title of 
King of Sicily, into that of King of Sardinia, 
which the Mediators promife to put him in Pof- 
feflion of, in Exchange for Sicily, which he yields 
to tJic Houfe of Aufiria x the Ri^fit of Revcr- 
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(ion and iDe^alution.refery^d to the^Cr«wn of 
^ain on tb^s I^ingdom being transfer*^ on the 
fame Conditions to that of Sardinia. 

The new King of Sardinia being defirous to 
give an Account to the Public!; of the Jnftice of 
his Proceedings, his Minifters publifh'd in France 
and Holland a fort of Manifeflo, wherein he com- 
plains loudly againft the whole Conduftbf the 
Sfanijh Miniftry, who, upon mere Sufpicions and 
Probabilities, had form'd a Defign to take an 
entire Kingdom from him, at the fame time that, 
the faid Minillry proposed Treaties to him of 
the ftrideft Union : And to prove the Faithlef^ 
nefs of the Minjflcr, who in all his Negotiations 
had nothing in View but to deceive, he concludes 
his Manifeflo with a Letter, written from Afo- 
drid by the Secretary Don Michel Pernan^s Durand^ 
and by the Cardinal's Order, dated thq ifth'of 
5f«fy, and direded to the Marquefs de.FiBa Mar 
jor, the Sfanijh Refident zx 'Turin, 

■ * 

* By that time this comes to your Hands, they 
will have received Advice in the Court where you 
are, of the Place where our Fleet has ftop'd, and 
of the Landing they have made in Sicilyy having 
taken Poffcffion of the City of Palermo the 5 th In- 
flant ; and the King our Mafter orders your Ex- 
cellency, that as foon as you have received this, 
you reprefent and aflfure his Sicilian Majefty, 
that the Djfign in pafling an Army into that 
Ifland, proceeds not From any DeHgn his Ma- 
jefty has ever had, or even thought of failing in his 
good Faith, or violating the Treaty of the Cef- 
iion of the Kingdom 01 Sicily ; but that he has 
been indiic'd to this only by the moral and iior 
torious, Xiurance he has, that a Defign is form' 

O4 ^a 
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znd M^afures taken for defpoilin^ (trithpat rti« 
leaft Fomdation of Reafon or Juftice) his Sief- * 
lion Majefty, of that Kingdons, in order to put^^ 
it into the Hands of the Archduke, and thereby 
augment his too great Power, fo prejudicial,: 
and fo fatal to Europe, to the Liberty of /m/t, 
and the publick Good. A Projed (o cxtraordir 
nary, and fo fatal to all Exaope, and the juft 
and indifpenfible Neceffity which obliges the 
King our Mafter to oppofe the aggrandizing of 
his Enemy, knowing befides, that his Sitilkat 
Majefty is not in a Condition to refift the Yior 
lence of the Potentates Mediators, who con-J 
junftly with the Archduke would defpoil hiat 
of that Kingdom ; are powerful and inccMitcf- 
table Motives which have induced his Majefty to 
difcd his Arms into Sicily; proteflm^ at tb? 
fame time, that he has never had the leaft 
Intention to give Offence to his Sicilian Ma-- 

jefty. .:: 

' The King is convinced, that the Reality of 
thefe Expreflions will perfuade that Sovereign 
of th^ folid Reafqns, and the preffing Motive^ 
that he has had for taking fuch a Refolution i 
aflfuring himfelf, that notwithftanding what has 
happened, if his Sicilian Majefty will cultivate a 
good H^trmony and Correfpondence with-^j^^ 
there will arifc from it fignal and glorious Ad- 
vantages, and the Kmg our Mafter will always 
concur with his Forces and all his Power in fol- 
liciting the Satisfaftioii of his Sicilian Maj^ftyj 
and in augmenting the Bonds of Amity, Inte- 
reft and Kindred, which eftabh'fli, and ought 
tp preferve the moft perfeft Union between the 
two Crowns, and the two Nations. 

5f«/ya5,&c, 

This 
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E'his Manifefto ■gave the Cardinal an Oppot- 
cy in his Turn, to inform the Pubiick «fthe 
jMv^ives oF an Expedition which Iiad caus'ii io 
great 1 Surprize : He did it fo as to fet in a fuU 
Light the Equity of the Condud ot" the Catho- 
licit King, Ihewitig that he only undertook the 
Conquefi of this Kingdom to keep it Ibr the 
Duke of Smifffi iirom whom it was taken away 
by a Projstt of Accommodation, and to main- 
taih-the Rjgbt of Rcvcttjon and Devolution, 
which he had referved to Uiiofclf by the Aft of" 
Ccfiion, and which his Highncfs cndeavout'd to"_ 
deftroy by treafiag of a RtriroceflTion with the 
Emperor, as the Court of vH/*i' '(f was convinc'd 
by the Minlfters of Fiaine and Enghtid^ and by- 
the Eari Staiihpe's Memorial of Ainy 26, 1718. 
In &ort, the Author of thj Manifslfo did notfoji 
to aggravate the Grounds wliich his Highneft 
himfdf had given to the Courc of M^tL-td to treat 
him thus, after having refus'd tiic Advantages of 
an Alliance which was otfcr'd to him. 

The King of Sard'-'iiai Eiitrar.ce into the 
Quadruple Alliance, rcidring certain feparata 
Articles of the faid Treaty of no e&fl, r.o 
Means were omiited to compJeat it by obtain- 
ing th« Adherence of the Srates General. The 
Mitqucfs de Prse having quitted BniffeL, where 
tlic Troubles whica threaten'd a genera! Rebel* 
hoii did iieverchek'li require his Preftnce, wenc 
to the Ma^ue to afliil the Lord Cadigan to facili- 
tate die foid Acceflion. Their High Migh- 
tincffcs rcfus'd to hearken to any Propolitioq 
on this Head, till the King of Engimd, as Glia- 

I tec of the Barrier-Treaty coiichided at jint- 
p, had firft piocur'd the E;i«:ution oi if, 1 
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of tbc&habit4iits^fi7^i/i?rjami&ais4ri^f. The 
Refident Pefiers hzA X^hoMfd foriBveral Moatbst 
with the I)epi]ties of Flandtrs iind Brakatrty W. 
find ODt Means of an Accomibbdation. At length: 
Conferences were begun at the Hague between 
the Deputies of their High Mightinefles^ the 
Marquefs de Prit SLtid the Earl of Cadagan^ 
which concluded in a C<»ivention> explaining iind 
correal!^ the Treaty oi Antwerp; of the Exccu-; 
tionand Ratification of which his ^iannickMsin 
jefty was Guarantee. .;,.■• 

This Obfladebeing remov'd, it was belicv'yt* 
it wou'd be no longer .a DiffiSulty to obtain 
the Concurrence of their High : Mtghtineflcs i 
which was the more deiir'd^ becaufe it wouH 
take away the only Refource kk to Cardinal: 
}4lierctfe,^'Smd put him under a ;Neceffity to iuHf 
dine the King hisMafier to Sentiments of Peaces 
.TheCourts of JR-tfuc^, yimna znd L^ndoHy whea 
they courted the Union of their High Mightinef-. 
fes upon this Occafion, had not £q much in View, 
the ftrengthning 'i( their Party againfl SfaiH, as 
the weakning of the latter ; becaufe they were 
perfuaded, that if the Republick were to remaici 
in a Neutrality^- the Court of Spain would fronf 
thence always iind Refources of the laft Import, 
tance, of which flie wouM be deprived as tooif 
as ever their High Mightineffes fliou^d enter into 
the Alliance. In fhort, while this Aftair was ne4 
gotiating at the Hag^e, there was Advice that the 
Port of Antfierdam^. znd fome other Harbours of 
Zealandy were full of Ships bought by the Spauifi 
Minillers, and laden with all Sorts of Ammuni- 
tion, which Spaitt cou'd get in Holland while fhc 
h&d Money, and the Republick continued neuter. 
-Twas for this Reafon that the Cardinal took 

JO fo 
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fo much at Heart this Neutralitv, which the 
Marquefs de Beretti Landi never ceas d to defire of^ 
and tprecomipendto their High Mightinefles by 
the raoft cogent Rcafons poffible, which are for 
the moft part contained in the following Letter 
that Cardinal Alberoni wrote to him on the 24th 
oiOElober. 



Sir, 

TH E King receives pofitive Advices from 
different Parts (tho* he does not believe 
it however) of the Dcfign which this Repub- 
lick has to enter into the fame Meafures and 
Engagements which the other Powers have 
contraded. His Majefty, who has always 
look'd upon Meffieurs the States-General to be 
difintereiled, and that their Conduft was ac- 
companied with Maxims pacifick and full of 
Juftice, did believe, that in confequence of 
fuch a laudable Proceeding, they would keep 
themfelves impartial, and that they would look 
on the Alliance, to which they are foUicited, 
with an Averfion, which a Projeft fo pernici- 
ous, fo fatal, and fo contrary to the Publick 
Good, ought to infpire. The true Intercfts of 
the United Provinces confift (and who does 
not know it) to maintain themfelves in a State 
of Neutrality, becaufe, by this means, they 
will draw upon themfelves a general Applaufc 
during the prefent Syftem, and a Conjunfturc 
fo critical. 

* The Princes themfelves engaged in the War, 
reputing this Republick as the Arbiter and the 
only Refource for reconciling their Minds, and 
re-eftablifhing the Tranquility, will preffingly 

* folicit 
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< fi)licit its Friendlhip, and in this manner^ Mef- 
fieurs, the States will make the nobleft Figure 
which they can wifii fgr in this World. ol» 
tatning, by their Indifierence and Impartiality^ 
confiderable Advantages for their Commerce, 
which the other NatiQns have loft by their falfe 
Conduft. 

* All Europe knows the Ends and Intentions 
of the Powers who have formed the Projcft, 
and of thofe who adhere to it ; but it would 
be too pietipitant a Step, and an incompre* 
henfible Blindnefi^, which would fubjed tho 
Republick, if one may forge the Teroa^ to an 
intolerable Sejrvitude, and render it in the Eyes 
of the ceft pf Eur^ a Slave to the PaiCons of 
another, if by acceding to this fame Projci^ 
ibe will contribute to the Aggrandizement of 
the too great Power of the Archduke, which 
in time will become e:{(^tremely fatal to tho 
Rights and Liberties of the People. 

* His Majefty h^ heard with Pleafure, the 
Advice which your Excellency fent him, that 
the Republick h^d namM a Minifter to refidc 
in his Court, with the Charader of Ambafla- 
dor, and wiU attribute this Nomination to the 
'EJSt& of the Sage Refolutions which Meflieurs 
the States General are accuftpm'd to t^ke, h 
much the more, that by the Arrival of their 
EmbafTador, the Amity and good Corrcfpon- 
dence betwijct the King our Mailer and the 
United Provinces is augmented, and an Overw 
ture given to fome Treaty of Accommodation 
betwixt the Difcohtented Princes, crowning 
by Confcquence this Rppublick with the infal* 
lible Glory of having given Peace to Europe^ 

'avoidwig 
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javoiding by their amicable Mediation the fotal 
lEvcnts of an unhappy War. 
£ ' On the contrary, if fhe fiiScT her felE to be 
Fcarry'd away with the InftanceS of Sovcrcigni 
*detcrmin'd to oppofe the j'uft Caufe of thtf 
*!King, fhe will not only tread imdcr Foot all 
V Equity and Reafon, but, to his Majefty's Grief, 
*-will be wanting in the Amicy and Acknowledge 
f* ment which (he owes to fo great a Monarch, 
'•■'lier undoubted Friend, and will always be cx- 



' pos'd to the Reproach which wilt unavoidably 
'follow fuch a Step, that will be taken foe the 
Fjgrcaceft Aifront done to Spniit. 
Y ' As the King dcfires more and more to cul* 
■■tivatc the niofl perfeft Union with this Repub* 
piick, whofe Glory and Advantages he has at 
Stfeart, his Majelty orders me ro tell your Excel* 
Flency, that you exhort Meflieurs the States 
|l'GeneraI, in his Name, to depart and keep at "M 
\ Diftaiice from the Infinuations and particular W 

* Ends of the Minifters of the PoweK, who calf" , 

* themfelves Mediators, lince their View is en* 
' rirely contrary to the prudent Maxims of the 
' Republicfc, whom your Excellency will alTnre 
Lthat his Majefty is willing to continue hfe 

■•■ Amity ; and lor cultivating it, and for the Iir- 
Ttention belidcs very well known to advance the 
tpubtick Trantjuility, he is difpos'd to contrr- 
f bute towards it very willingly, hcark'ning Ki 
rthe Rcpublick by all rhe Means poffible and 
IlowabJe to his Honoitr. 




Mod of the Provinces Were already driiwfe* 
bto the fame Sentimencs by Che Speeches, Re- 
^Soonll ranees. Memorials and Conferences of the 
^arquefs Beretti Laatti, wh« xitdi with Vigor, 
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to thwart the Negotiations of the Earl of Ca^ 
dogan. 

While all thefe Negotiations and Intrigues 
were carrying on at the Courts of. Madrid^ Lon- 
don, Turin and the Hague, a great Confpiracy 
was form'd in France. This Kingdom has been 
us*d to extraordinary Revolutions under the Mi* 
nority of their Kings, The Man, who durft 
not prefume to expert the meaneft Employ dur 
ring the Reign of a King who is of Age, com- 
monly thinks that under a Regency he iscx- 
pos'd to the greateft Injuftic.e," if he is not ad- 
vanced to the moft confiderable Pofls ; and if 
thofe, who have Favours and Benefits to bellow, 
do not confer them upon himfelf with a Liberal 
Hand. This has been the Source of I know not 
how many Diiguils, which only wanted an Oc- 
cafion to break out- Thofe, who had the Mif- 
fortune to be under thefe unhappy CircLimfta.n- 
ces, thought they could never find a more fa- 
vourable Opportunity than that of tha War a- 
jainft Sfain ; the rather, becaufe an Afteftibn 
tor a Prince of the Blood of France might ferve 
for a Qoak to cover all their falfe and criminal 
iProceedings ; and a certain Fatality, owing to 
the Corruption of the Heart of Man, makes 
.Vice and . Guilt often unite Men^ with whpm 
.the ftridelil Virtue could fcarce ever get an Ac- 
quaintance. Thus the Malecontents confej^e- 
xated infenfibly, and eafily found Accomplices 
In the middle of the Court itfelf Their Aim 
was to change the Government, Their Projefts 
were regulated. The Bufinefs was no lefs than 
^to change the Regency, by taking it away from 
a Prince to whom all Voices had given it, to 
transfer it , to another, they fcarce themfelves 

luvew 
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■who'; biittvhat horrible Robberies, Mtip* 
Prophanatioas. tire, muft have been th* j 
rcliidc ! This Confederacy waoted a Head, 

^aia fui'niCi'd tliem with one ; for thejj I 
Bete not ignorant of the Difpofition of Carding | 
]ll/eroiii.' TTliJsMinifter had already given Ptotfj J 
^ich what Zeal he embrac'd all Occafions, whicli j 
:tc very extraordinary and difficult to condu^ 
i a Wordj hchad the grand Refource of fuctfc ] 
frencs at his Command. He was Mafter o( j 
: Treafutes and Favours of a powerful Mo* j 
xhy. The Heads of die Gabai therefore <w 
ifen'd their Minds-to his Eminency, who look'd 
on this uiicxpefted Event as a fingqJac Fror 
Ifctience. The Confcqucnoes fcem'd too favoutT 
ble to him to. reject them, and there was ao 
' [liltance which he did not.proinjfe to keep up 
lofe perftjns m thcic bad Iijdiivitions ; and iij 
^der to Jprru a-Cotrefpondqiice with ihem the 
Cte fccrcti becaufe it voutd pafs through 3 
anal, which ought to be ihw up by all zkq 
Laws of Equity and Politicks, he chatg'd, c^.g 
tincc tie Cellamnrf:, EmbalUdor o( Spam,t.ti^^\ 
r, to negotiate with thofe Maleconicnis, tOJCj- 1 
cive cliejr'Propofals, to coijceir Mcafiires,witiiJ 
Jicm, and toaffift them with his Advice. 
( VVhile all the Cardinal thought (it to propoff J 
35 ofer'd in ilic moll i'ecret Coiii-erer.ces, liusj 
liinilkr thought 6t to employ all forts of Ajtitf'l 
feeds to manage, anttgainritpotlAbti^ctie HearcM 
f [he Nation in geiieral. This gave Rife col 
h-o DtrdaraooiiS of the King oi .Sfam ; qnc pff 
%c ninth of NvMcml/er, iuFayourof tJic F.ntcb' 
■■■m]^ lii his Doftiiiiions i all tiiC 
'-'1 iLTtiii'd ro imvc beer chofvii I 
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is do fond of being carefs'd. The other, wkicfa 
they cook Care to difperfe over all the King* 
dom 0^' Fra»ki^ wa^ dated froftn Pfado the 25dk 
o( December J 1718. The Cardinal Miniflcr 
Indkes the King to deliver himfelf in it in Terois 
the molt capaUe'to encoura^ the Difafieded» 
and to excite them to a Rei'olc* 

Thus the Cardinal by little and little made 
the Difpofitions he thought neceffary before the 
fprihging of the Mines ^ thus he contrived how 
tne Projed^ of the Confederates fhould be exe» 
cat^d : But on the very Inftatt he was ready 
to fet Fire to the Train, they were happily 
countermined after the moll inconceivable Man* 
ner. The Prince de CeJ/amare^ who intrufted his 
Secretaries with nothing at all relating to this 
Afiair, wrote with his own Hand the Difpatches 
he fent to the Cardinal Either becaufe he bad 
Mt Time, or by I know not what happy Fata<- 
lity, or for Reafons that perhaps may one Day 
be penetrated into, the Motives of which may 
be found already explained in a foregoing Sheet of 
this HiAory t That Embaflador wrote withoot 
a Cypher the laft Letters that prefs'd the Ejco- 
cution of the DcCign, and enclos'd the black 
Lift of the Heads of the Confpiracy. And as 
if it were not enough that the Plot was dii^ 
covered without facrificing the Confpirators, the 
Difcovery of whofe Defign without donbt made 
them reflci^ upon themfelvesj both Declara- 
tions were committed to the fame Exprefi, the 
Abbot PcrtQ-Carrero ^ Nephew to the famous 
Cardinal of that Name, a Peribn of Honour 
who might be confided in, but too remarkable 
for being the Bearer of fuch Difpatches^ efpe- 
cially ia a Conjunfture wheA every oae migbc 

be 
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Be fiifpcdcd ( it happen'd, as well might be fore- 
ieeri, that the laid Exprefs was purfii'd and 
ftop'd at Poitiers ; where he was oblig'd to de- 
liver up the Packet of Letters, which it was iin- 
poffible for him either to butii or tear. The Packet 
Was fent to Court with all polllblc fpeed ; in the 
mean while the Matquefs de Montekom's Son, 
who being in Company with the Abbot Porto- 
Carreroy was an Eye-witnels of every thing that 
pafs'd, made as great Expedition, and even 
more than the Courier; for he arriv'd before 
him at Paris, and acquainted the Prince de 
CeSamart of the Fare of his Difpatches. In 
this Packet were enclos'd two Letters for the 
Cardinal, a Lift of the Names of thofe that were 
engag'd in the Delign, two Copies of Mani- 
fello's , a Writing that contain d the Plaii of 
the Dcfign, an Abridgment df the Events in 
former Minorities; laftly, an cightfi Writing, 
full of Refieftions upon the Contents of the 
Manifefto's. All was fign'd by the Prince de 
CeSarftare, who in thofe Letters plainly made 
it appear that he had fo great a Hand in every 
thing that was concerted, aS to forfeit the Rights 
and Pererogatives annex'd to his Character of 
Embafl'ador. Upon which Account, the Re- 
gent was not doubtful of what Meafures he 
ought to take upon this Occafion ; which were 
to fecnre the Perfon of that Embafl'ador and 
Pipers, hoping to find in the latter fomc 
r Dlfcoveries that were not in his Difpatches. 
iWcver, it was done with all poffibtc Deco- 
n and Refpeft ; fo that notwithflanding the 
Chagrin rhis might occafion in the Embaflador, 
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he could not complain of the Regent's Con- J 

m^jji^, who, far from laying the Blame upon him, ^^A 
^^m com.- ^H 



ZIO The Hifiory of 

complained only of the Cardinal, whom he look^i- 
upon as the Author of all thofe Contrivan- 
ces, on the Succefs of which his Emincncy 
grounded that of his other Projefts againft Italy, 
and even againft England^ 

While the Spanijh Embaflador was treated ia 
Frame with all the Refped imaginable; the 
Cardinal, who was as yet igaorant of what had 
pafs'd there, carry 'd it quite othetwife to the 
French Embaflador at Madrid. His Catholick 
Majefty being feiz'd again with a kind of Drop- 
fy that threatened his Life, had (as 'tis faid) 
made his Will, in which he left the Regency to 
the Queen, jointly with the Cardinal! The 
Duke de St. Aignauy Embaflador of France^ having 
Intelligence of it, declared his Sentiments on that 
Point, with a Freedom becoming liis Character ; 
but this gave Diftafte to the Cardinal, wlio. 
causM an Order to be notified to him from the 
King, to depart Madrid in twenty four Hours ; 
and, without giving him Time to obey, fent an 
Exempt of the Life-Guard next Morning, who 
conftrain'd the Minifter and his Dutchefs to rife 
and depart immediately, without allowing them 
Time to fettle their Aftairs : And fincc he 
thought ho Body would approve fuch an. Aft 
of Violence, for which no Reafon was given^ 
be forthwith difpatch'd an Exprcfs to the Prince 
de Cellamarey to whom he gave Advice of what 
had lately pafs'd in thefe Terms. 

* What Advice foever arrives about the Pro- 

* ceedings with refpea to the Duke of St- Aig- 

* nan, that ought not in any wife to be taken 

* as a Precedent to treat your Excellency after 
!! the fame Manner : It was nccefiary to proceed 

,^ thu$ 
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■ thus with the Duke, becaufe he had liis Au- 

* dience of Leave, becaufe he no longer bore ' 

* any Charafter, and by reafon of his bad Con- 
' dufl. Your Excellency muft be rtifolute to 
' flay at ParU, and not ro depart tUl you are 

* compell'd by Force. In chat Cafe you muft 
' fubmit, after having made the necefl'ary Pro- 
' teftations to the Moft Chriftian King, to the 

* Parliament, and to all others that ftiall be 

* thought proper, againft the Violence committed 
' by the Government of France to your Excel- 

* lency's Perfon and Charaficr; and if you are 
' oblig'd to depart, you raufl firft fct Fire to all 

' your Mines. I 

After this, no Decomift was any longer ob- 
ferv'd on either Side : The Cardinal forget- 
ting cjiat the Regent was of his Catholick 
Majefly's Blood, launch'd out into Invedives 
againft his Perfon, and againft die Regency ; 
and inftead of difowning what the Prince de 
Cellarnare had done, as was expeded, every Bo- 
dy was much furpriz'd to fee diftributed, even in 
the Heart of Fiance, the very Leners and Ma- 
nifcfto's, mention'd in the Prince ds CeSamartS 
Difpatches, that proceeded from the Pen of the 
Agents of the Corfpiracy ; the Expreflions and 
Principles of which were made choice of to in- 
cite the whole Nation to Revolt againft the 
Prince who govem'd them. Tiiefe Pieces were 
ll&pprcfs'd, as much as was poffiblc, to fave his 
Cholick MajcUys Honour, to whom the 
ivernment of Fraiie did not care to attribute 
tlie Sentiments that were couch'd in almoft every 
Line. 

P 2 In 



1 1 1 The Hiftory of 

In fine, the Courts of France and Engtand 
being convinced by the violent Proceedings of 
the Cardinal, that his Eminency was refolv'd to 
influence his Catholick Majefty to pufli Matters 
to extremity, declared War againft Spain ; which 
was done at Paris and at London with the ufual 
Formalities, after Manifeftoes were publilh'd, 
expofing to the View of all Europe the Injuries 
thofe Crowns had received from the Spanijh Mi- 
niftry, upon whom they laid the blame of all 
the Mifchiefs that were like to be occafion'd by 
this new War. 

It was thought at firft, that thefe laft Pro- 
ceedings of two powerful Monarchies, that 
were able to attack Spain both by Sea and Land, 
would bring the Cardinal to Reafon : But 
far fiom that, being more haughty and more 
obftinate than ever as to his Principles, and in 
continuing his ProjeSs, it was dilcover'd that 
he made new Alliances in feveral Courts, which 
had conceived great Umbrage againft that of 
England, and were feemingly difpos'd to lay hold 
of the firft Opportunity to fliew their Rcfent- 
ment : But an luiexpeftcd Death defeated the 
Blow in Part, ani reduced the Cardinal to a 
Neceffity of having recourfe to other Means, the 
Execution of which all Europe waits for with as 
much Impatience, as the projefting of them has 
occafion'd Surprize. 

Tho' the Author of this Hiftory has given a 
pretty large Accoimt of the Circumftances of the 
Cardinal ^/ Gmi/c/s Difgrace, yet I thought it 
would not be difagreeable to the Readers, if I 
ihould here give them his Eminences Manifefto, 
with thp Anlwer of the Spanijh Minifters, as they 



were publifh'd at Rc?ne. 
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'A Declaration of the Motmes which 
oblig'd Cariiiml del Giudice to abavdon 
the Party of King Philip, and efponfe the 
Farty of the Emperor, and place the Ii/ipe- 
■■ rial Arms cuer the Gate of his Falace 
) at Rome, in the Month of December, 
1718. In a Letter to a Friend. 



I 

' T N your laft yon cxprefs'tl to mc your Siir- 

* A prize at the Rcfolution of Cardinal Gmdice. 
' CoiiJideriiig therefore that you may have been 

* mifled by artful InJiiiuarions, or by your being 
' unacquainted with the true State of the Cafe, 

* I take the Liberty to ftt it in a riglit Light, 
' that yoii may fee how jufiifiable the Condudl 

* of the Cardinal is in this Afiair. I {hall wave 
' at prefent the extraordinary Accidents thac 
' befcl him at the Court of Spaitiy occaiioii'd 

' by malicious and falfe Reports ; and content , 

* myfelf with telling youj tliat when he retir'd 

* to Rome to enjoy Qiiietncfs there, after having 

* ferv'd that Crown in fcveral Stations, iramC'- 
' diately upon his Arrival, Cardinal 4. j'w/ix'rt.'.i, 
' by Order- of King Philip, notified to all the 
' Dependants of Sfuin, tlut thpy ought to look 
' uppn the Cardinal as entirely out of his Fa- 
' vQur. This being liirprizing l^ews to the Car- 

* dinal, he reprefcnted to King I'h/lfp what had 

* been dor.c, dcfiring him to acquaint him with 

* the Motives ; and dircdsd his Letter to the 
' Duke of Or k.ms, that he might be the more 

eccaiti the fame would be delivcr'd to tlie l^id 
P J ' Prince; 
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Prince; which tho' it was delivered according- 
ly, yet the Cardinal not being able to obtain 
the leaft Anfwer, with the greateft Refigna- 
tion fubmitte^ to fo irregular and flrange a 
Proceeding, Some Months after Cardinal Ac- 
qucwivaj by a Letter he wrote to Cardinal 
Giudice^ notified to him King Philip's Order, 
to take down the Arms of Sfain from his Pa- 
lace Gate> to which the Cardinal acfwer^, 
that he would reprefent to the King himfelf 
his Sentiments on that Affair ; but Acquaviva, 
not being fatisfied with that Anfwer, return^ 
a very infolent Letter, to which Cardinal 
Giudice reply'd in Terms exprefling his Refent- 
ment. However, by another Letter to King 
Philip, conveyed to him again thro' the Hands 
of the Duke of Orleans, he renewed his In- 
ftances, to know the Reafon of fo unjuft and 
violent an Order; and at the fame time intiina- 
ted, that a Perfon's having the Arms of a Crown 
over his Gate, did not imply that he was a 
Minifter to that Prince, but only denoted that 
he was his Subjeft ; and therefore if his Ma- 
jefty perfifted in his Refolution to have the faid 
Arms taken down, he protefted that he muft 
underftand himfelf to be no longer bound by 
any Ties of Vaflalage ,• and, cdnfequently, to 
be at full Liberty ,• upon which the Marquefs 
de Grimaldiy by Order of King Philip, notified 
to the Cardinal, that his Majefty perfifted in 
his Refolutidn to have the Arms taken down, 
and even threatned him with refenting it, in 
cafe he continued to difobey. Upon this new 
Intimation the Cardinal took the faid Arm$ 
down , and, in confequence of his Protefla- 
tion, claimM a Liberty of taking other Mea- 

^fures. 
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* Aires. Yet, continuing undcferrained, and 

* pcrfuading himfelf, that after having obey'd, 
' all further Refentment would ceafe for the fti- 

* ture, he was inform'd that the Marquefs dc 
' Ifde had hardly entered Palermo, but he fe- 
' qiieftred the Revenues of bis Church at Man- 
' Teak, whereby it appeat'd tiiat the faidSequef- 

* tration muft have been one of the firft Articles 
' in his Inilriiftions. The Cardinal therefore 
' confidering, that at the Junfture when the 
' Kingdom of Naples was ■ loft, inftead of fol- 

* lowing the Example of other Cardinals, his 

* Countrymen, and keeping the Poficflion of 

* his Patrimonial Eftate, and his Ecclefiaftical 
' Revenues in that Kingdom, he had made a 
' Sacrifice of both, and adhered to the Intetcft 
' of King Philip. That after having been em- 
' ploy'd in the Service of Spain for fevcral Years, 

* and acquitted himfelf, in the Management of 

* tht moft important Affairs, with a general Ap- 
' plaitfe, which the late Kiiig of France, Lewis 
' XIV, teftified on all Occalions, he had met 

* with the higheft Ingratitude, which was ah 

* Efteft of the blackeft Perfidioiifnefs ; and feeing 
' himfelf purfued with continual Perfecutioiis at 
' Rpme, he found himfelf under an indifi^enfiblc 
' Neceinty to have Recourfe to other Methods, 

* to Qielter himfelf againft fuch Perfccutions : 
' But, in order to proceed upon the beft Advice, 
' he reprcfented to the Pope the Situation he 

* was in, deiiring his Council, Direftion, and 

* Proteftion, rcfigning his own Will to that of 

* the roofl Holy Father, who being highly fatif- 

* fy'd with the Cardinal's Moderation, dcter- 

* mined, that he being entirely at Liberty from 
J all the ibrmsr Ties he had been under to Spam, 

P 4 'the 
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the Confideration of his being 3.NeapolitaitCax- 
dinal ought to prevail ; and that confequcntly 
he ought to put himfelf under the Imperial 
Donunien, on Hich Terms as other Cardinals 
had done, who were Natives of that King- 
d'om ; his Holinefs charging himfeJf with fet- 
tling the Manner of it with the Emperor, by 
the Means of his Embaflador. This Interpo- 
Htion had fuch EifeA, -that very favourable 
Anfwers came from his Imperial Majefty, ex- 
prelling his Satisfadiion and high EAeem for the 
Cardinal ; in Confequence of which, and with . 
the Permiffion of his Holinefs, the Cardinal 
caus-d the Emperor's Arms to be placed over 
the Gate of his Palace, in the famemanner 
as is praftifed by other Cardinals, 
Majefly's Subjects. This faithfJ 
teftable Account will, I am foj 
Mind of that Prejudice, whix 
been given you by other RelatJ 
will judge of the Juftice of the d 
ceedingi^ by his exemplary Pacif* 
filence the art 
of Envy, or 

Imperial Domi 

~ teftations anc 




Cardinal Alberoni. 21 



The Answer. 



I 

I rT~1 H E late Mifdemeanors of Cardinal del 

^^^ \^ Giudke are ot fuch a. Nature and (o nu- 
^^L,ny, that his Catholick Majefly gives a fliining 
^^B^Fcoof of his great Clemcacy, in putting no 
^^If'Dcher Command upon him, than to take down 
I the Arms of his Monarchy; and in only fe- 

queftring the Revenues of the Archbiflioprick 
of Momeak; for his Majefty had very power- 
ful Precedents, and jufl Reafons to carry it 
with more Severity towards the Cardinal, his 
Subji^dt, who has quite violated the Obe- 
dience and Gratitude due to his Sovereign and 
Benefaftor, who only delir'd a reafonable Sub- 
miflion, in an Afiair both juft in itfelf, and in 
its Circumftances. The Power of the Catho- 
lick King is known all over the World ; and no 
Body is ignorant of Examples of other Car- 
dinals that have been feverely treated ac Rome 
■; itfelf, as well as all over Iiah, when any 

j Princes have thought fit to fatisfy their Honour 

[ and Vengeance, and the Reafons of his Ca- 

tholick Majelty will be no longer a Myftcry, 
after reading tlie following Rcfleftions on the 
!j Manifefto, which was composed in Favour of 

[he Cardinal del Giudice. 

Such a Manifeflo appears to me like bad 
Council in a bad Caiife, for whoever will but 
examine the uncivil Expreffions which the 
Author makes iifc of every now and then, muft 
'< be oblig'd to own, that he either knows not 

Cf has no Value for the Laws of Honour, 
whicbra 
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which obh'ge every one to Ipeak with Gravity 
and Modefty, who undertakes to tell the Pub- 
lick what they knew not before. But this is 
infinitely more expeded from an Inferior and a 
Subjeft, who is put to the hard Necefflty of 
pleading before the Publick, againft his Supe- 
rior and his Sovereign. If this be a Crime, 
what (hall we fey of an Author, who fo often 
repeats the Terms, Strange EffeEls of the Malice 
of falfe Reports ! irregular andflrange Refolutims ! 
tmjufl and violent Declarations ! the greatefl tngrn- 
titude worked up by the malignant Influences of 
treachery ! Envy and Pajfpon without a Parallel ? 
Expreffions which all relate to the Catholick 
King, or to his Minifters, at Madrid and Rome, 
* whereby his Majefty is grofly affronted over 
again ,• for thofe loofe and ill-natur'd Expref- 
iions which are made ufe of againfi his Mi- 
nifters, cannot fail to refleft upon his Majefty. 
Neither has any regard been had to Decency, 
nor to Civility, nor, perhaps, to the Truth it- 
fclf, in thofe magnify *d Sacrifices, Services and 
Approbations, given to the Cardinal's Condud, 
in whofe Favour there's fuch a mighty Parade, 
with the Teftimonies of Lewis XIV, to which 
it is added, [^Andfince he has mH with the greateft 
Ingratitude that Treachery could prodtue ;] I fiiall, 
in the Sequel, anfwer thofe Expreffions with 
the more Solidity, becaufe I propofe to fet all 
the Fafts and Circumfiances in their due 
Light : But before I do this, the Author muft 
give me leave to ask him, if his Eminency's Ser- 
vices are to be compared with the Services of 
fo many Heroes, who, after having enlarged 
and defended the Spani[h Empire in Europe and 

the 
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tht Indies, have been conftrain'd to fubmic to 
the Viciflitudes of Fortune, and lo !ofe the 
Favour of their Sovereign, the Governifient 
of Affairs , and the Command of Armies. 
Thefe, by the Rcfigtiation with which they 
have fubmittcd, both in Word and Deed, have 
given ptiblick Proofs that they were perfwaded 
nothing could cxcufe us in v^i'thholding our Ser- 
vice, much lefs our Obedience and Refpeft 
due to our Benefaftor, and to our Sovereign. 
Such Conduift as this would , undoubtedly, 
have been very becoming a Cardinal, a Biftiop, 
a Grand Inquititor, bccaufe the Inftitution of 
thofe Dignities, and the Idea which Men com- 
monly have of 'em, is to fct Rules and Examples 
of Moderation and a good Behaviour to all 
other Subjefts. Let the Author of the Manifcfto 
tell me then of whom he borrow'd an Account 
(o aggravated, between the Catholick King 
and the Cardinal del Giudke, fuppofing all that 
he fjys of Patrimonial and Et:chj!aftical Eftates 
facrifiad for the King, to iLhom Ix had done great 
Servicer for feveral Tears,' to be adually true. 
But let us draw up an Account on the other 
Side, over againfl this Samfiie, of the Vice- 
royalty of StQily, the Archbifhoprick of Mon- 
reale, the Credit he had at Rome, while he was 
intruded thc^c with the Affairs of Spain, the 
Office of Grand Inquiiitor, that of Firft Mi- 
nifter of all the Spanijb Monarchy, the moft 
honourable Poft of Governor to the Prince of 
jijiurias, the Honours and Riches either gran- 
ted or proci red foe his Nephews ; and then 
let us examine whether his pretended Sacrifice 
will anfwer the Total of fo much Wealth, fo 
many 
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jnany noble ]Empldyments^ enough to i!pmp|>- 
talize his Name. 

Every one knows how the Cardinal behaved 
in his Tourney from Franccy and how he ftill 
prefum d to exercife the Funftions of Grand In- 
quifitor, publifhing a Decree dated f|:om Marly 
itfelf, the Place which the moft ChrifUan King 
took moft delight in, wherein he att^ck'd the 
Writings of a famous French Author, the 
King s Advocate in Parliament. This was the 
immediate Caufe of his Diigrace, for Leim 
XIV being incens'd at it demanded Satisfaftion, 
and would have the Cardinal punifh'd, which 
oblig'd his Catholick Majefty to difplay all his 
Refentment againft him at once, by depriving 
him of the Poft of Grand Inquifitor, which he 
again reftor*d to him by an Ad of Favour not tp 
be paralleled. But he could not recover either 
Lewis XlVth's Good Will or the Efteem of thf 
French Nation ; fo that the Author of the Ma- 
nifefto had better kept filence on the Afticle pf 
the French King's Encomiums anji Approbation, 
and fhould have cpnfefs'd on the other hand, 
that King Philip knows bow to imitate the Re- 
folution of his Illuftrious Grandfather, when he 
finds it neceffary to preferve the Right of hi^ 
Royal Dignity j that as his Majefty knows how 
to reward the Merit of hi Sub jefts, fo he 
knows bow to withdraw his Favour, when a 
Subjed prefumes upon the Score of his Services 
to fet up for an Independency. 

But fince I am accidentally fallen upon this 
Article, I cannot forbear obferving the Great 
Goodnefe of his Catholick Majefty. This Prince 
truly did not think it enough to re-^ft^blifli th^ 

Cap 
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Cardinal in the Poft of Grand Inquifitor, but he 
did it with fucli Marks of Goodnefs and Affec- 
tion, that the Holy Father applauded his Ma- 
jefty's Decree, and moreover, he appointed 
Monfieur del Cindice, his Eminency's Nephew, 
to be Ahjor Dnmo. Then let thofe real Fa- 
vours be compared with the Cardinal's Sacrifices 
and Services, which are fo much magnified in 
his Mauiferto, the Charafler of which wc are 
cow CO examine, the fame being full of Artifice 
and Falfiioods, concealing, diflcmbling and in- 
juring the Truth of the Fads ; and of this do 
you yourfelf be the Judge. 

Ac the fame time that the Cardinal was re- 
ftor'd to the Office of Grand Inquifitor, he was 
invefted with another, no lefs honourable than 
envy'd , namely , that of Governor to the 
Prince of ^fiurias. Whofe Will and Pleafure 
was this ? Who obtained this new Favout for 
him ? Was it not the Queen of Spain, who was 
prcvail'd upon by the urgenc and repeated Sol- 
licicacions of the Cardinal, then Abbot Alberoni? 
and to forget or deny this, would be afling ac 
the fame time both againft Truth and Reafon. 
'Tis true, that afterwards the Qieen had good 
Reafons not to approve the Cardinal del Giudne's 
Conduft ; and the chief was, the Cardinal's 
oppofing the Sentiments of that good and pious 
Qpeen, in endeavouring to perfuade the King 
not to fend his Fleet to the Relief of Corfu, 
when belicg'd, buc rather to Porto Lori^one, in 
order co oblige che Pope, by Fear, Hope, or 
Neceflicy, to capitulate and give immediate Sa- 
tisfaSion on his Quarrels with the Court of 
Sj)aia. This was the Opinion of the Arch- 
' "lop of Msmeak, of a Grand Inquificor of 
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Sfaiti ; in a Word, of the Cardinal del Giudicg^ 
who boafts fo much of his Services to the Holy 
See. This Advice of the Cardinal, which the 
King himfelf did not approve, extremely pro-? 
vok a the Queen^ whofe Piety promoted her in-r 
ftantly to folicit thofe Succours, of which Corfu 
was in fo great need This, added to fome other 
Motives, obliged the Cathoh'ck King to remove 
the Cardinal del Giudice.from the Tuition of the 
Prince, by a Letter; wherein his Majefty, 
amongft other things, faid, ^ That the Office of 

* Grand Inquifitor required all the Application 

* poflible of him who was invefted with it ; 

* and that it could not be granted to him at the 

* lame time that he was diverted by the Poft of 

* Governor to the Prince/ On this Occafion 
his Majefty gave Proofs of his Juftice, in lea- 
ving to the Cardinal the Office of Grand In- 
quifitor ,• of Equity, in giving him the Praifes 
due to his Merit and Services ,• and of Wifdom^ 
in committing the Government of the Prince 
into the Hands of the Duke of Pcfoli. 

The faid Letter being carried to the Cardinal 
about Midnight, he anfwer'd it next Morning^ 
in thefe Terms : * By a Letter this Night, your 
Lordihip has done me the Honour to declare ta 
me the Mind of his Majelly, who, confidering 
that the Office of Grand Inquifitor demands 
all the Attention poflible of him who is mr 
vefied therewith ; and that one and the fam^ 
Perfon cannot find Leifure for the Educa- 
tion of the Prince, has refolv'd to difchargc 
me of the latter Employ, by committing the 
Care of his Highnejfs's Education to another 
Perfon. Upon fight of this Refolution, I muft 
intreat your Loxdlbip to reprefent to his Ma-^ 

i • iefty. 
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jelly, the graceful Senfe which I have of the I 
Trnft he has been pleas'd to repofc in me, in ' 
commicting the Prince's important Education 
to my Charge ; and of the Goodnefs with 
which he has voiichfaf'd to accept hitherto the 
Eflefts of my natural Infufiicicncy, fupportcd 
only by the Eflbrcs of my Zeal and Fidelity. 
And, confiding in his Royal Goodnefs, I 
humbly pray him to have regard to 48 Years 
continual Labours in the Service of the Holy 
See, and of his Maj'efty, with the Exadnefs audi 
Dirmtereiiedners known to the whole World; 
and to permit me to intreat his Holincfs to dis- 
charge me from the Office of Grand Inquifi- 
tor, to the End, that referving myfelf wholly 
for the Government of the Church, I may, 
with the more Leifure, prepare for my ai>- 
pioaching Voyage of Eternity. 

*^ ju7 ^"r '\''%' "^^^ Cardmal del Giudicc 

Eternity is, of all Motives the moft preffiiig, 
which made his Majefty's Secretary return the 
following Anfwcr to, the Cardinal. ' 1 have re- 
cciv'd the Letter which your Eminency lenc 
me this Morning, ia anfwer to mine of laft 
Night. 

* Your Eminency begs leave of his Majefty, 
to intreat his Hohnefs to difcharge you from 
the Office of Imjuifitor General, that your 
Eminency may retire to the Government of 
your Church, to difpofe yourfelf the better 
for your approjching Voyage of Eternity. 
When I firft made a Report of it to his Ma- 
jcfty, he order'd me to tell your Eminency, 
that being unable to oppofe the DcGre which 
' your 
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your Eihinency mariifefts, of retiring td the 
Church, for an End fo important as that 
which your Emincncy declares in your Letter, 
he permits your Eminency (as you defire) to 
intreat his Holinefs to difchat^e you from the 
Office of Inquifitor General. Moreover, 
Orders (hall be given to Cardinal Acquaviva 
not to oppofe the faid Renunciation, but ra- 
ther to fortify it, if neceflary, by the King's 
Confent, to the end that your Eminency may 
obtain Retirement to your Church, according 
to your Rcqueft, to enable you the better to 
prepare for Eternity. 

As foon as the Renunciation was admitted, 
the Cardinal left Spain, and ferioufly began his 
Voyage to Eternity, in fuch a manner, that 
whoever has a Defign to undertake a Journey fo 
difficult, need only tread in his Eminency 's 
Steps, and give himfelf up to Occupations ai 
agreeable to his, which arc npt unknown to 
you, who are curious to know every thing that 
paifes at Rome, and who inform yourfelf of the 
Genius's of the brighteft and beft Men in that 

City. 

As fooh as he arrived at Rome, he received a 
Vifit from Cardinal Acquaviva^ to whom he 
did not fail to return it, after which he rcceiv'd 
the fame Civilities from all the Sjpaniards, which 
confutes a palpable Lie of the Author of the 
Manifeflo, who fays, that odfoon aa he arrn/d at 
Rome, Cardinal Acquzvivz /fgntfyd to all the Sub' 
jeEis of the Crown of Spain, ty the King's Order^ 
that they ntuft look upon the Cardinal del Giudice 
(xa fallen from his Majeftfs Faruour. Can a more' 
odious Falfhood beadvaoc'd? fince tbofe two ; 

"■• Cardinals 
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Cardinals did, at that time, give one another 
all the Proofs of true Friendfiiip and 2 good 
Undcrftanding, till the OjnMory* which was 
held foe the Promotion of Abbot Alkimt, the' 
from that time every Body knows the Intrigues 
of the Cardinal ^l Giudice, to hinder the King 
from obtaining his Dclire, and the Abbot Allie- 
rmi from attaining to the glorious D;gnity cf a 
Cardinal, infomuch that he was outragious 
againft the latter, by oppofing his Advancement 
ill a full Confiftory. 

The Author arcfiilly paffes oyer that Circum- 
ilancc of the Confillory with Silence, bccaiife he 
was very feniible, that to fay nothing of fuch an 
A6Uon, would be a Diminution of thcjuftice of his 
Catholick Majefty's Rcfeinmcnt. But could he 
imagine, that a thing which was tranfaded in a 
pubUck Conlillory, in the fight of Rfime and the 
whole Church, and which furpnVd all /Mfy^ 
could remain a Secret ? All Sputa was cxafpe- 
rated at it, the King was ofifcnded, and the So- 
vereign Pontiff himfelf refented it. fn a Word, 
Abbot Alberoni was recommended by the King, 
was extoU'd by his Holtnefs, and had th<: fame 
Honour done him by the facred College. In 
fine, a Peace which he had reftor'd between 
the Phdlhood and the Empire, and the greatefl 
Services were fpohen in Iiis Favour; and I can 
■irurcyou, that being then aiAomt,! was aWit- 
ncfs there was rot a Soul that thought the Car- 
dinal dlir/ Giudices Adionexcufable. Some faid that 
his Eminency would have done better to have I 

abfented himfelf from the Conliliory, and fo not I 

to have meddled with the A^air ^ others were of | 

Ot)imon, that he fliould have wrote his Reafons , 

Ke Holy Fatlicr privatelv, and not hav« ^^J 
Q. becQ ^^M 
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been prefent at the Promotion ; and thetr were 
fome, who thought, that after he hasd' commit* 
nicated his Reafons to his Holinefs in private, 
he might have been prefent in the Coiififlory;' 
but that he fliould have conccalM his SeDtimem^, 
pretended to be on the Ring's Side,: and Jioc 
have voted againft the Prdmotion : Both the 
one and the other brought Examples of other 
famous Promotions, and all agreed in blaming' 
the Cardinal del Giudices Coodud, as what did 
not become a neutral Cardinal ; and^'-bVi-ccnfe^. 
quence, much lefs one whd was a Siib}e&.; JFor 
the Dignity of the Purple does not exempt a 
Man from the Laws of Obedience ; and thb' 
he be a free Perfon in a Gonfiftory, he is oevier* 
thelefs a Subjeft. ^ 

Altho' his Majefty w^s informed of the Una- 
nimity with which the Cardinal -Condu& was 
blamM> he was not- a whit mope enrag'd, and 
did not follow the Example^ of Z^itikthe^Great, 
who ieverely punifh'd a Cardinal that was .his 
Subjeft, only for having 'giVen the PopCiferet 
Inftruftions oppofite to his Defigris ,* buthisCai- 
tholick Majefty, confidering that the Pope, and 
the facred College, were equally offended, con- 
tented himfelf with ordering his Minifters,- and 
the Subj'efts of his Crown, who were at Rome^ 
to have no Commerce, in any Manner or .Place 
whatfoevcr, with the Cardinal del GiudUe ; and 
ftill let him have the Honour to keep* his Ma- 
jcfty's Arms, and to enjoy the Revenues which 
bL;lon{;'d to him in the Countries fubjeft to 
Sfaiu, 

Is there any thing more Great and. Generous 
than this Moderation ; efpecially, confidering 
that his Revenues were prefcrv'd, and his 

Nephews 
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Nephews honoured with Erriployments? His 
Majeiiy diftinguifh'd that the Cardinal's Oftenc^ 
was Perfonal i and that the uni verfal Blanie Jm 
lay under for it, was Punifliment enough* ^Iti 
fliort, every JBody difapgroy'd the Ca^rdin?!^ 
Proceedings, the more becaufe he had infuked 
even the Confiftory ; and his Majefty being fatiiP* 
fied with the Prince de CeJlamares Letter, which 
alone was fufficient to difcover all the Shame 
of his Uncle's Conduft, would not concur rA 
the Chaftifement which the Publick infliftcd 
with Severity enough. • 

This wa:s the State of Things, when: the Mi^ 
niftcr of France^ according to Cufton^, kept riie 
Feftival of St. Luciay which is celebrated by 
Divine Service firft, and then a noble Rcpiaiff. 
Ever fiflce the the Crown of Spqin came to the 
Houfe of Bourbotty the Miniftersand 8ubje6fs of 
Spain had been invited to this Solemnity ; the 
Cardinal del Giudice had a Mind to be prefent, 
but Cardinal Acquaviva opposM it for this time*; 
faying,, that neither he nor the Spaniards co\xd 
affift in the Solemnity, if the Cardinal del Giudice 
ihould be there, confidering the King's Prohi-* 
bition,' fo that tho' the Cardinahie/G/«iw pre- 
tended he ought to be confidcr^d as a Spaniardy 
fince be had alfo the Arms of that Monarchy over ths 
Gate of his Palace ^ yet the Cardinal Acquavrja 
was fo fenfible of the contrary, chat the Cardi- 
nal del Giudice kept away both from the Mafs 
and the Feaft. 

The King was quickly informed of thi$ Dif- 
bute, which was the true Reafon that made bis 
Majefty refolve to command the Cardinal del 
Giudice to take down the Arms of the Mo- 
narchy i for lie could not fu&r his Emin^ncy, 

(^ a afcet 
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after having been guilty of fuch an Oflfence, to 
enjoy the Prote&ion and Honours^ which ate 
nly granted by the Court, to fliew its Efteem 
or the Subjeds. 

Did he, however, obey this Order without 
l>elay? Did he, by his Obedience, open a 
Door for the King's Clemency and Gobdnefs? 
Did he refleft that the Royal Dignity common- 
ly requires, for preferving the Refpeft due to it, 
that a flight Punifbment fhould go before Cle- 
mency and Pardon ? No; he did nothing of alt 
this ; but, on the contrary, gave himtelf the 
Airs, one while, of a Subjeft, in refolving to 
keep up the Arms of the Monarchy ; another 
while of an .indiiflferent Perfon, in contemning 
the King's Orders; but fuch Shams as thefc 
were fo far from fuppreffing, that they inflam'd 
the King's Wrath the more. l» appeal for this 
to the Letter he wrote to Cardinal Acfuaviva, 
wherein he demands his Affiftance. for keeping 
up the Arms ; a Letter ftiifFM with Pride, Arro- 
gance and vain Conceit, aifrontiiig the King in 
the Perfon of hisMinifter; and wounding, thro' 
the Minifter's Sides, a Perfon of Honour, equal 
to him- in Dignity, fuperior in Blood, and ftiU 
greater by his Miniftry. 

What was the Confequence ? He was forc'd 
to take down the Arms : He had the Shame of 
Punifhment without the Merit of Obedience, 
which he could never expeft from his new way 
of Dependance ; and a Sort of Subjeftion and 
Obedience, which no body ever pradisU And 
with the Shame of taking down the Arms of 
the Monarchy he underwent the Lofs of the Re- 
venues of the Archbiflioprick of Monreale. 

This 
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Tiiis is a fincere Recital of the Fad, whid 
the Authpr of the Manifefto has taken are pare?. 
iy to pafs over in Silence, and partly to difguiltJ 
I may alfo fay, that I pafs over in Silence manj 
Circumflances fit to render the Cardinal liel Gita 
. dice's Conduft ftill blaraeable, in whofe pjvot^ 
dU the Reafons alledg'd by the Author of thi 
Vanifcflo are iiifufficient. 

The firft is in thefe Terms. ' His Eminency 

* was (carce inform 'd of fuch furprizing Newsj 

* but he gave Advice to his Majelly of what had 

* pafs'd, and that the Letter might come faf& 
' to his Majefty s Hands, he fcnt it by the Dufcdj 

* of Orleans ; and tho' he knew that Prince did!. 
' not fail to do hira this good Office, and re- 

* ceiv'd no Anfwer from the King, he fenc a fe- 

* cond Letter to his Majefty by the fame Hand 

* of the Duke of Orleans, earneftly befeechingJ 

* his Majefty to grant him the Confolation, thaM 
' he might be inibrm'd of the Canfes of thofJ 

* violent Refolucions ta.l;en againft him ; adding ' 

* at the fame time, tliat to retain his Majjfly^ i 

* Anns on the Ftonc of his Palace was not ihc 

* Mark of any Office, or publick Employ, but 
' only apoblick Declaration that he valued him- 

* felf upon his being a Subjeft of his Majefty ; 

* and he concluded this Letter with an Infmua- 
' tion, that if the Refolutioii to make him take 
' down the Arms was perfiftcd in, he (hould look 
' upon it to be fuch a Violation of all the Ties 
' of Subjection, as would fct him at full and cn- 

* lire Liberty. 
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, ; Who would have thought, that the Cardinal 
Cpuld be fo rafli as to write fuch a Letter^ 
and that the Author of a Manifeflo could com- 
mit the grofs Fault to quote it ? For without 
j[pe^king of the Delay and indireft way of com- 
piunicating this Letter^ who does not fee, that 
the Letter alone renders the Cardinal Guilty, 
t;ho' he had not been (o before ? A Subjeft to 
)vrite,; that he luitt be exempt from aU SubjeElion ! 
A Subjeft to fay, that he wtS enjoy full and ferfeEi 
Liberty ! *Tis unnecefTary to add Refleftions to 
fuch ExpreiEons as the Author of the Manifefto 
does not fail to interpret, by adding, after this 
loft Infinuatim he camd the Arms of Spain to be ta- 
ken down; but declard agreeably to the faid Protefior 
iion, that he judged himfelf at fuB Liberty* to take 
fficb M&ofure$ as he though fit. 

Therefore the Sentence of the Peprivation of 
the Rents, which caftie not 'till after the Arms 
were taken down, was pafs^d by the Cardinal 
del Gi^dice hiinf^lf j for the PofTeffion of Revenues 
in Sicily^ and of the Grants and Favours of the 
King, was incompatible with (p much Obfti- 
nacy, Contempfa. . ^n4. wavering. Loyalty, the 
Cohfequence of which was a fpeedy Determi- 
nation ; but in wbpfe.i^avour ? jii Favour of the 
Enemy of his CathoUcfc Maje/ly, >to. whofe Max- 
ims and fecree Pefjgns, to whof© moft intimate 
Council!?) and mqft important Jli£^iTS the Cardi- 
nal was Ho Stranger. ; 

Therefore the Author of the Manifefto la- 
bours in vain to excufe fuch Conduft, by faying, 
that the Cardinal was again upon the Foot of a 
M'ijpo//>rtw Cardinal i ^itjmay happen indeed, that 

when 
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when a State fubmits to the Fortune of War, it 
may neither be criminal nor bafe in a Subjcd: to 
embrace, the, Con^j^rors Party, ;:ho* his Con- 
ducJi, if it be cxcitfablp,..is nevrer the more com- 
mendable i but it can. never be allowable fcr 
aSubfcd'to break off his Attachments to his 
former. Mailer, and pafs over to the Enemy *s 
Side, for the Sake only of following of his 
Cdufttry s: Fortune ; efpecially when the (aid 
5iib|9(9:. has obtaiii^'d the Kiches, Egiploys, and 
'Honpurs of it, and had been admitted into its 
greateft Trufts. 

The Author , being a*rarc how difficult it 
would be to excufe this Aftion faysi ^That the 

* Cardinal, to c6ndn<i- .himfelf with the more 
;* Saic tyjf -laid the State pf his Cafe .before the 
^Sovereign Pbntifti b^feephing his* Advice, Di- 

^^ re&ion and Prote^iod, 4nd fubmitting his own 

* Wiiliat-the Feet of -his Holinefs. . • 

^ The Pope was pleas^'gL to fee the Cardinal's 

* ^ Refignation, and decided, that his. Eminency, 

* being at prefent free: from all Engagements 
^ contcaAed with S{mny he . cught as a Neafo- 
.^ /jffM. Cardinal to mbmit' to the Imperial Go- 

; ^ tethment, in the faxne Terngis and'Circumftan- 

~^ ces as the other Cardinals of the^ faiQC.King- 

^ dom, ind his Holinefs undertook to adjuft the 

* manner of doing it with the Emperor^s Em- 
• f baiSadoh'^ . ■ . ..: f 
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This Narrative is falfe. 'Tis true indeed^ 
that the Cai'dinal del Giudict |>eg'd the Holy Fa-? 
ther to abfofve him of his Oaths of Fidelity; 
which he bad (o often taken to his Catholick 
Mujefty, and that the Pope was fo indulgent as 
to grant him the faid Abfblution : I own more- 
over^ that the Partifans of the Houfe of Aufiria 
gave out both in their Writings and Difcourfes, 
that the Pope's Mediation had moUify'd the 
Refolution with which they had always rejeded 
the Cardinal delGiudice ^ but this is only told to 
raiie new Troubles between the Pope and his 
Catholick Majefty, efpecially now that the lat- 
ter is endeavouring to fet all Lafy free. But 'tis 
falfe to fay^ that his Holineis had a Hand in the 
Cardinal^s changing Sides, which was a Pco^ 
deeding that could not be Glorious either in a 
.Cardinal^ or a Mediator ; the rather, becaufb 
the Intereft of the Church requires, that the 
Pdpe fhould connive at, rather than engage the 
Cardinals to follow this, or the other Party. 
And as a Prince, would he countenance Re* 
vetigc, proteft Infidelity, aflfift one of the tw^b 
Parties, and provoke the Cadiolick King ? There- 
fore every body inay eafily fee the Falfhood of 
thi% Pauage^ as it is reported in the Mani- 
fefto. - .^ J 

The Force of Arguments^ the Rules qf Ho- 
nour are all againfl him ,* fo that he gets littlp 
\}y enumerating the gpod Offices, Applaufe, and 
Mediation of the Pope, the Sanftuary of the 
Atijirians^ nor by his boafted Credit with the 
Biike of Orleans, bpcaUfe of his good Offices ; 
for all thefe Arguments, which the Author of 
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the Manifefto makes ufe of, fall to the Ground 
before Honour, Decorum, and good Scnfe j 
whicb can never juftify a Man's engaging in the 
Defence of fuch extravagant Condud as is of- 
fcnfive to one of the Parties, while 'tis fufpeifted 
to be dangerous by the othcE. 
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Spanijh Monarchy. 

pi T cannot be deny'd^ that the Spaaifh 
W\ Monarchy makes qu^ another Fi- 
I f^i gure at this Day, than it has done 
1^1 for fome Years paft uniie|j^the Go- 
^ '' vernment of its laft K^s. We 




fliall not go fo (ar back as the Re^s of Charles 
v. and PhHip 11. when this Mdiparchy was fo 
profperous and powerful as td be formidable to 
the whole Wotld, and wlien Rivers of Blood 
■were flied either out of Ambition to raife it ftilt 
higher, or elfe out of Envy to difmember it 
and bring it down to a Level with a petty State. 
The Kings fA;/'> Ill.and IV. Iwd the Regret 
and 
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^nd Mortification to fee its I>ominions difmcm-» 
ber'd and alienated : But not wichfianding this 
great Decay of the Monarchy, and when whcic 
Provinces were torn off from the main Body^ 
the Pfrenean Trtzty may be faid to have efta-^ 
blifli'd King Philip IV. oti fuch a fure Footings 
that what remained to him of this vaft Monatfchy 
might have continued ihhis Pofl'effion, if he had 
had the Wit, or taken due Care, to have kept it. 
But unhappily for himfelf and the Monarchy 
Philip had his Heart fet upon Trifles, and mihd- 
cd nothing but his MiftrdTes, leaving the Care 
of every thing to Favourites, wh6 had no other 
Abilities, but a Prefumption on their own Ca- 
pacities ; nor no Fortitude, but fuch a ftupid, in- 
dolent Patience under all the LofTes which the 
Monarchy fuftiainM, as made 'em count them 
Nothing. Es nuda ? What does that fignify ? 
faid they to the King, when they were forcM 
to let him know the Lofs of the moft confidera- 
ble Places ; What's that to the Worlds in yout 
Majefly's PoflefBon ? 'Twas another Misfortune 
to the Spanijh Monarchy to have a young King 
at their Head, the moft impatient of all Princes 
to aggfkn^ze himfelf, and torm'd to that Am- 
bition by the Cardinal Maza)ine, his Chief Mi- 
nifter and Governor ; who, to continue himfelf 
in the high Station and Favour wherein Fortune 
had placed him, artfully turn'd his Pupil's Mind 
to Arms, that he might have him all to himfelf, 
and take him off from the Careffcs of the Fait 
Sex, and from his Fondnefs for Amufemchts. 
The Pleafures of a Life of Leifure fliut his Eyei 
againft the Glory of Conquefts, which is thd 
prize of Heroes Toils and Ambition ; and Car- 
•* dinal 
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dinal Max.trrine {lid noc ceafe to frpTcfcnt this to 
his Young King \ and by procuring liim a Flufh 
of happy Succefles in War, he made him more 
and more in Love with Arms, tho' the Oppref- 
fioQ of the People was the unavoidable Confc- 
quence j War being a Whirlpool which fucks iu 
aU the Treafure of a Nation. 

It being impolTible for Princes to aggrandize 
themfelves without poiTefling the Dominions of 
another, there being no Territory in the World 
at this Day, which does not belong to forae So- 
vereign, or other ; and it being the chief Rule 
of Politicks to make War near Home, as well 
becaufe of the Conveniency of Conquells that 
are contiguous to the Domains already in PoA 
feffion, as becaufe of the Eale and Advantage of 
fuch a War, King Uvjis XIV, kept wifely to this 
Rule in his Attempt to fiibdue the Low-Coun- 
iries, both as they were neareft to France, and 
moft eafy to conquer. Neither was this a new 
Defign ; for Lewis XIH. his Father, or rather 
that ICbg's Minifler, the Cardinal de RichiieUy 
had a^ed on the fame Plan ; but it fecm'd that 
the Pyrauaa Treaty had ty'd up the King's Hands. 
Befides, thofe fine Provinces had been fcwivatled 
by former Wars, that ICing LeiLu XIV. had all 
the Reafon in the World to be contented with 
the Part that remain'd to him. . Neverthelefs 
Philip IV. was fcarce dead, which was five Years 
after that Treaty, but he took a Pretence, from 
a third Part of thofe Proviuces which devolv'd 
to his Queen by the Municipal Laws, to renew 
the War. And to {hew that he did not want 
Rcalbns for this Rupture, the ArchbiQiop of 
Attibrutif who had been his Embaffador at Ma-: 
drid. 
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drid, was one, among other Pretich Writers, wh<J 
piibliOi'd a Treatife, intitul'd. Seventy four Rea- 
Jims, proving the NuUity of the Remmciatioit tfx Kittg 
had made ; but did not touch upon the grand 
Reafon of all, which was the Advantage and 
Conveniency of feizing what he laid Claim to. 

The Queen Regent of Spnin being ill-advis'd, 
and her Son King Charles 11. being ill ferv'd by 
theGeneralsandthe Troops, fufier'd fuch LoQ'es 
in the Low-Countries, from a Young King, who 
came to attack chem in Pcrfon, at the Head of 
all the Flower of the Nobility of Fratxe, that 
the Enghjh, the Suxdes, arid the Dutch, out of 
meet Qjmpaflion to them, form'd a Triple Al- 
liance, which for a while fufpcnded and imct^ 
riipted the Conqucfls of King Lewit, who cxtol'd 
to Pope Clement IX. the Peace made in itftfS at 
Aix la Chapelle, wliich he pretended was his 
Gift ; but t'ouc Years after, falling into Holland 
with the Title of Avenger of the Roman Reli- 
gion, which tliofc People had abandon'd an Age 
ago; 3Lad lh£ Spaniards, to make good their par^ 
ticular Alliances with the States General, mu- 
tually to aflift one another, having fent fomc 
Troops to the Dmih, the King, who law the 
latcer recover'd out of their Confteniation into 
which his Conquefts had caft them, (giving up 
all at his Arrival in theic Provinces) left thcn^ 
to carry on the War in Spamjb Flande)-s, which 
laftcd 'till the Year 11578, when the Treaty of 
Nimepim put a Stop to its Courfe. This Peace 
had lafled but few Years, when the War, tho* 
without any previous Declaration, was rencw'd, 
by the taking Pofleffion of feveral Places, which 
France fcia'd by Virtue of fevera! Decrees and 
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Sentences that liTued from Tribunals^ which 
King Lewis had creded at Home, where hiS 
own Subjeds adjudged certain Places and Dor 
mains to him^ which they faid belonged to him 
by antient and modern Titles. This way of 
paffing Sentence upon Property and Rights, 
claim d by the Crown of France^ had already 
been put in Pradice, after the Treaties of Aix 
la ChapeUe and Nimegueriy when juft as thofe fa- 
vourable Judges gave their Opinion, fuch and 
fuch Towns or Diftrids, in which what they 
pleas'd was comprehended, were pronounced to 
be Dependencies of the Places yielded by thofe 
Treaties, in purfuance of which, France put 
herfelf in pofleffion (A 'em, protefting, at the 
fame time, that £he did not mean a War, but 
only a pundual Execution of the Treaties. 

By this Means the Spanijh Monarchy fell to 
Decay, till being worn away by thefe Artifices 
and Lofles, it funk all at once, if not into the 
the Hands pf Framey at leaft, into thofe of 
a French Prince, which did not . diminifli the 
Fear of feeiqg the two Crowns united on one 
and. the famie'Head. The Dominions which 
tforder mediately, or immediately upon France, 
being concern^ in this Fall, which entirely de- 
ftroy'd the Ballance between the two Powers, 
under whofe Shadow all the other Dominions 
cnjoy'd fome fort of Repofe ; the laft War was 
begun and carried on to reftore that Equilibri- 
um ; it ended, indeed, without producing that 
Ef&d, which all the Confederates feem'd to dq- 
fire with fo much Earneftnefs i but, in Exchange 
it produced a Ceffation of Arms betwixt the 
two grand and principal Competitors, which 
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was to laft till the main Quarrel about the Suc-i 
c^ffion to Spain could be amicably composed. 

. Thje Maritime Powers undertook the Guaran- 
ty of this Armiftice, ai^d made it their parti- 
cular Care to maintain the Neutrah'ty of the; 
Dominions inJ^ly; where as a War' might be 
carried on with moft Eafc; jfo. it was moffi 
probable it would break out again. As England 
was the Caufe that the laft War was finifli'a 
without obtaining t|ie End for which it was be- 
gun, the moft ferene Eledor, George of Hanover^ 
by whofe Su/ceiS^oa to [ that powerful Kingdon^i 
Affairs were entirely changM there, took extrft*" 
ordinary Pains; to procure by . Negotiation's 
what could not be done by Arms. For this End 
he proposM to the Regent of Francey and to. the 
States General of the United Provinces, to en- 
ter into a reciprocal Alliance, with a View to 
offer their Mediation to the Parties coh^ern'd, 
fuix,. the Emperor Charks VI, and King' Philip 
V. In the firft Place, he laboured with the Em- 
peror to difpofe him to give up his Pretenfions 
to Sjffain ; and ofier'd hiin the neceffary AiBftance 
to defend what part of the S^anijh Monarchy he 
was poflefs'd of, in cafe that his Catholick Ma- 
jefty fhould not acquiefce in the Peace that was 
to be proposed to him on that Condition. King 
Philipj or rather his Minifter, refiifing to enter 
into any Means of an Accommodation; and 
having, in 171 7, taken •S«r^//w/z by Force ; and 
attacking next Year Sicily, at a Time when the 
Spaniards gave out, and the World believ'd, they 
would attack the Kingdom of Naples, the King 
of Great Britain fent a Squadron into the Medi" 
urranean, which made a Beginning, by the De- 
feat 



I 
I 



n 



240 The Prifent State of 

fell of the Spamfii Fleet, in the Sea of Scilj, off 
of Syracufa. But this not difcouraging the ^a- 
niardsy who trearcd the Englijb every where 
wiih Hcftility ; the War was openly declar'd, 
not only by Grtat Britain, but by Francty in pur^ 
fuance of an Alliance call'd Qj/adrup/e, into 
which the Dutch and the King of Sicily are fince 
entet'd, in Favour of the Emperor, who is the 
Head of the Confederacy. Such are the Cir- 
cumftanccs of Spain at this Junflure, that if we 
may be allow'd to conjecture, we cannot pro- 
phefy what the prefentSyftemorStatcof Afeirs 
will produce. 

There is no forming any juft Conclufion, 
without confidering the Perfonal Qualities of 
thofc who are at the Head of Affairs, the 
Caufes to which the prefcnc State thereof is 
owing, and the AflitUnces or Hindrances 
which naturally forward or obftruft their Pro- 
grefs; for 'tis certain, that the Abilities or In- 
capacities of rhofe who are at the Helm of 
Afeirs make them better or worfe ; and that 
the fame Dilpo^tions are attended with good or 
bad Siiccefs, in proportion to tlie Condiift by 
which they arc dirtfled. But it is not eafy to 
point out the Charaflers of Kings and their 
Miniflers, their Lives being commonly a Secret 
to the reft of Mankind. To this it is anfwcr'd, 
that the thing propos'd, is not to ferutinize in- 
to theit Manners, or good or bad QuaUfica- 
tions, but only to judge and reafoii upon their 
Conduit or Adminiftration ; which, being ex- 
pos'd to the View of the whole World, 'ris fo 
fat from encroaching upon the Right of another, 
to nuke Rcfleftions upon what happens in Pub- 
lick, 
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lick, tblfct 'tis the prerogative of every Man li- 
viDg. lodeedy Prognofticks are, in fome Cafes^ 
prohibited, becaufe they commonly advance 
Things th^t are uncertain, and fome times dan* 
getous to the Prognofticator, when he exceeds 
the Bounds of a refpedful and impartial Specu^ 
lation. 

What has happen^ hitherto in Spaing fine* 
iCing Philip's Acceffion to the Throne, has dif* 
covered two Qualities in that Prince, which feeni 
incompatible. We have feen him both in Italy 
and Spain at the Head of Armies, which is a 
Mark of his Courage and Bravery* For if he 
had car'd to behold Danger only at a Diftance^ 
he had Reafons fufficient to keep out of Harms 
way i and the firft and moft preiSng of all was^ 
tlie not expc^ng a Life on which depended th6 
Safety of Spainy and whofe Eftablifbment upon 
the Throne was the fole Aim of the many 
publick and private Ways made ufd of, and the 
great Expences incur'd. ^Tis rare to fee ^ 
Prince animated with fuch a lively martial 
Spirit abandon the Government of his Domi** 
nions to another, without uking Cognizance, 
at leaft) of AlBEEtirs which are of the lafl Impor- 
tance, or make Alterariohs only to pleafe his 
Counfeilors, without examining whether the 
Novelty will be advantagious and ufeful, efp«»- 
cially if thofe Counfeilors are not thought very 
fit or able to give Advice. The Publick knows 
how much the Government has been vary'd for 
a long Time^ not only with refpeft to the Fi- 
nances, which, together with the Minifters, were 
chang'd, at leaft, every Year, but with refpeft 
to tiM Generals^ Grandees^ and Periods em^ 

R ploy'd 
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ploy'd in the Direftion of Af&irs, as well Na- 
tives as Foreigners, whom we have fecn tofs'd 
from Poft ro PiUar, only by the Intercft of one 
Woman, who did what ftie pleasM ,* fach an In- 
dolence, I fay, in the Perfon of a Sovereign, 
fuppos'd and known to be couragioiis and aftive 
in War, feems to have no manner of Affinity 
witli thefe latter Difpofitions, and would rather 
perfuade one that his natural Temper is fo foft 
and ftupid, that he would fcarce feel himfelf 
affeded by the total Ruin of his Monarchy. 

Not but that there have been Kings of this 
Make, who have feen their Dominions flourifh, 
and their Crowns ador'd ; but then they have 
ow'd thefe Advantages to the Skill of their Mi- 
nifters, who, being endowed with extraordinary 
Talents, knew how to procure Reaped to theic 
Princes, and to fupport the Weight of Affairs, 
how important and difficult foever. There are 
certain Rocks which Kings muft avoid in their 
fplendid Voyage. They fhould be cautious, in 
particular, of being reckoned unfit and un- 
capable to govern by themfelves. For this 
draws upon them the Contempt of Foreigners, 
and, commonly, the Hatred of their own Sub- 
jc£ts, when they fee that every Thing depends 
upon the Pleafure of a fingle Minifter, who 
often has a greater View to his own particular Sa- 
tisfadion, and the Advancement of his Creatures, 
than to the Reward of Merit, and the beft Ser^ 
vices done to the State. And among other Pre- 
judices which a Prince fufrers, who leaves his Do- 
minions to be governed by another, tho', per- 
haps, with Succefs, we may reckon the Shame 
of being a Slave to fuch Minifter, as was Lewis 

XIII, 
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XIII, who could have neither Servant, nor Con- 
fident, or Favourite, without Cardinal Rkhlieus 
Leav^, who could not fay a Word, or make the 
Icaft Motion, which was not reported to the 
Cardinal by his Spies, nor confer any Favour, 
but at the Recommendation of that Minifter, 
\Yho was fo fevere as to expel the King's Mo- 
ther and Brother out of the Kingdom, becaufe 
they cpuld not bear to fee the Ro> al Ma jcfty fo 
debased and diflionour'd, by the Arrogance of a 
Man, who, at moft, was but his Prince's Sub- 
jed and Creature, notwithflanding his happy 
Adminillration of Affairs. 
. One cannot have or give a better Idea of the 
deceased Quctn Mary Lour/ay than to confider 
hcras'one who had the fame Affodion, even to 
Indulgence, for the Princefs of Urjines^ as King 
Philip had; and who had, in fome fort, fup- 
prefs'd the Curiofity natural to her Sex, from 
prying into what the Court and City thought of 
that defpotick Sway with which that Lady go- 
verned and difposM of every Thing in their Ma- 
jefties Name. Jcfus Chrift, whofe Afiiotts are 
all Leffons, had, . undoubtedly, • the Inftrbftion 
of Kings principally in view, when he expreffcs 
his Curiofity to know what Men thought and 
faid of him (Matt.c. 16.) For Kings ought not to 
depend fo intirely upon the Sufficiency and good 
Intentions of thofe who ufe their Authority, as . 
not to enquire, and alfo lend an Ear, fometimes 
to what the People and Subjeds fay of em, in 
order to fet Things right when they go amifs. 
'Tis, infieed, perSdly natural for a Qiiecn, 
efpecially in a ftrange Country, and in a Court 
where the Language and Manners are (juite 
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different from her own, to flick clofe to fomc 
Female Confident, and to give herfclf up entire- 
ly to her ; and 'tis as natural for her Confident, 
if (he has but a Grain of Ambition and ASst 
ranee, to give her Ambition foil fwing in the 
Enjoyment of her Truft, and by her Care£fes 
(the Bower in which Princes often faU aflecp) 
to hinder the Queen from feeing what paflcs 
without, or from hearing it by another Hand 
within. 

King Philip and his Queen were thus do&Iy 
befet by the Dutchefs thirteen Years wicftout 
Interruption ,• for tho' the King of Raxcij 
Grandfather to King Philip, being provok'd bc- 
caufe this Lady hedor'd every one at Madrid 
that did not floop to her Will, did once obtain 
or conunand, that fhe fhould leave Spain aqd re- 
turn to Franccy yet Ihe preferv'd her Credit, and 
foon came back again to refume her Afcendaot 
over their Catholick Majefiies ,* the Queen ha- 
ving taken the Abfence of her flattering Con- 
fident fo much to Heart, that fhe obliged her 
Husband to reprefent her Uneafincfi to the Km 
his Grandfather, who could not hold out againl 
thofe Inflances, and therefore fent back Ac 
Dutchefs to Madrid. But it feems that her laii 
Difgrace has deprivM her of all Hopes of tc 
turning again, and as long as the new Queen 
has any Interefl, 'tis very probable that the 
Princefs of Urfines will keep far enough from 
Spain. However, 'tis not long ago that ftc 
made fome Eflfbrts which feem'd to raifc her 
Credit, for fhe obtainM'of King PMip the 
Continuation of her Penfions, which was a great 
Step towards her Return to Favour; but fhe 
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will always have caufe to remember the new 
Minifter, who is not fuch a Fool to fuffer her 
to return, fince that would be expofing his Fa- 
vour to the Rivalfhip of a Wonun, who could 
never endure an Equal, and much lefs be cafy 
to fee another put over her Head. The Good- 
nefs of King Philipy if we may be allowed to 
call it by that Name, in giving her a Principa- 
lity of 30000 Crowns Revenue, and this aftu- 
ally in the Netherlands^ and in infifting in her 
Favour at the Treaties which have been made, 
even in that of Baden, which gave Occafion to 
the Jeft that Prince Eugene put upon the Marihal 
de yiSars, who brought the Demand, is a fla- 
grjnt Proof of the Complaifance which the 
King flill retains for that Lady ; and fo much 
the more, becaufe, that being out of Favour, 
and having more EAate and Honours already 
than fhe carM for, the configning of this Principa-* 
lity to her was the Subjed; of fliU greater Raillery. 
Some of the good Qualities of the new Qiiecn 
Eliz»abeth have already been touched upon in 
{peaking of her, viz.. her Lively Temper, Gen- 
tle yet Refolute ; and of this feemingly no great- 
er Proof can be given, than the Care fhe took 
before fhe went to Spain to fend away the 
Dutcheis of Braiccano, who might, and 'twas 
natural to expcft, would certainly by her Arti- 
fice have continued to embroil Affairs, and en- 
dangered the Domeftick Agreement betwixt her 
and her Confort, whenever fhe could not find her 
own Conveniency in it. Forafmuch as Queens 
ufually have a Imall Share in Affairs during the 
Lives of their Husbands, at leaft in Appearance, 
it mufi be flill lefs, in a Cafe where the Credit 
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and Name of a Miniftcr fliall do every thing, 
and draw upon himfdf either all the Praife or 
all the Cenfure for wlutever happens. What is 
fmgular in this Cafe, is, that the Minifter owing 
all his Fortune to her, will have, as may be 
fiippos'd, all the Veneration poffible for her 
Majefty, will advife with her at leaft how to 
make the beft ufe of her Favour, and will give 
her all the Satisfaction that £he can dcfire, either 

- for herfelf or for thcfe that flie has a'Mind to 
recommend. The meaneft Fpreiight is enough 
to convince the Cardinal, that the Int^reft of 
the Queen may one Day turn him out of Fa- 

• voLir, and ruin him in the Aflfeftions of a King 
fo good and complaifailt as King Philip. But 
the Minifter muft exped for his own Part, that 
the Queen may be under iuch a Neceflity of 
fapporting him, to Credit. that' Advancement 
which (he has procured for him, that (he will re- 
fer the moft important Affairs to him, and not 
give the Preference to her own particular Senti- 
ments, that Qie may not be obliged to anfwQr 
for tiie Confeqnences. 

What can we think -or fay of this Minifter, 
fo favoured by Fortune, that fhe has'rais'd him 
at oricc fi'om the meat}eft Condition, hot only 
to the Knnacle of all the Humane Grandeur 
and Digiiiries to which Ecclefiafticks, whofe 
Order he had aflum^, cou'd afpire'i but even 
to thofe which the mcft consummate Abilities, 
and the moft Ibining' Merit could obtain? It 
would be lU-natur'd to' oblige Cardinal Albercni 
in ins happy Career to look back for his Genea- 
logy, in that which" was formerly flrawn in 
France for one of the chief Minifters of the late 
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King, who, in Allufion to his own Name, took 
a Serpent or Snake for his Arms. A cer^ 
tain Panegyrift, who was calling the Minifter's 
Nativity, and fought for it among the Kings 
of a very ancient Kingdom, then a Friend and 
Ally to France^ read it in thefe two Words 
'which were written in his Pocket-Book, Ex So- 
le et Luto; which fliew'd, that as the Heat of 
the Sun draws Serpents' out of the Mud, fo his 
Macenas ow'd his very Being and Advancement 
to a King, who took the Sun for his D^^vice. 
We would not make an odious Refleftion upon 
the Cardinal's Birth or Anceftors. Honour and 
Perfonal Merit is a Luftre, which gilds and 
makes noble Meannefs of any fort ; and when 
once a Map makes his Way into the World at 
that Door, he becomes worthy of all poflible 
iEfteem and Refped ,• and 'tis fuch a vain Expe- 
rinaent as muft turn to the Confafion of him who 
makes it, to throw a Contempt upon Virtue, 
which takes care of the Condufft and Advances 
pf the Perfon whom it guides. 

M. Alberoni is therefore now Cardinal and 
Prime Minifler, the one by the Recommendation, 
and the other by the Choice of King Philip V. 
Quod felixj ffiuftumy fortunatumque Jit. O that 
it may be for the Glory of his Promoter, the 
Advantage of the State which is given him to 
govern, and for the Repofe of Europe, the Suc- 
cefs of which Withes fo many are in Pain for, 
while every one difcourfes and reafons diffe- 
rently upon it, according to his Underftanding. 
Let us now fee the Sentiments of the Author 
of this Difcourfe, and in the firft Place lay down 
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the Fads that are to be the Baf^s of our future 
Rcafonings. 

The Cardinal found the Kingdom of Sfain at 
Peace, and likely to enjoy it Tor a long Time, 
if he had advis'd King Philif to agree with the 
Emperor on his Pretenfions, and to leave him 
in quiet Enjoyment of the Crown upon his 
Head. But on the contrary, he perfwadcd the 
King to make War, and has begun it. 'Tii 
very well known, that Great Defigns lead to 
Great* Glory, and that a Minifter, who would 
render himfelf agreeable to King3> need only 
make them believe the Juftice of their Preten- 
fions, and the Probability of obtaining them. 
But if the Judgment of the Publick inuft be fuP- 
pendcd, beicaufe the Tribunal, the Oracle ac- 
cording to which People judge of the beft Cajufc^ 
be not thorowly acquainted with the commoti 
Proofs of the Right of Princes, their Cpunfel- 
tors ought mjaturely to confider the Ways and 
Means which they think to employ, and whc^ 
ther they (hall come off with Hopour and without 
Lofs. 

' The Sources of thefe Ways and Means arc 
very well known, viz. Negotiation and Force. 
The latter requires Contributions of Money at 
Home, and Alliances with Foreigners abroad, 
which are alfo both pretty well known. This 
being a true Judgment of the prefent State of 
Affairs in Spain ; it feems very ftrange and won- 
derful, that Cardinal Atteroni ihould take a Refo- 
hition to engage King Philip in a War, which 
requires infinite Treafures and powerful Alli- 
ances. There's Gold and Silver without doubt 
in the Kingdoms of Spainy but their Wealth 
^ lies 
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lies all in the Hands of the Great Men, both 
Ecclefiafticlis and Seculars ; for the Common 
People are not only po6r, but very poor. 

In the mean Time, the Taxes muft be le- 
vy *d upon the latter, and not upon the Great 
Men, who don't iifc to contribute to the Kings 
in Spam, unlefs they are poffcfs'd of feme Polls 
or Offices that ate fubjeft to be tax'd. 'Tis 
faid, that noEwithftanding all this Speculation 
and al! the idle Talk about the Riches or 
Poverty of the Spamards, the Cardinal has found 
Means to employ an infinite Number of Work- 
men, partly Natives, and partly Strangers come 
over from Foreign Countries, in building a very 
great Number of Ships, and preparing all the 
Equipage of War. There muft be Money to 
begin and carry on all this, and hitherto we 
have not heard that the Work has abated for 
want of it. But will it hold out as long as 
Occafion fiiall require, and is it not the End 
only which crowns the Work.^ All new Things 
pleafc for a Time, efpecially when they arc 
propos'd with a I'pecious Appearance of noble 
and very promifing Defigns. The Grandees, 
chat they may not be thought Enemies to the 
Honour of the King, or rather of his Minif- 
tcr, have freely and generoufly advanc'd great 
Sums, which they have fcnt cither in Specie to 
the Royal Treafury, or cmploy'd in raiiin^ 
Regiments at their own E.\pence, and tlicn 
Arming and Cioathing them for the Kings 
Service. Ac the fame Time, thofe cmploy'd 
in the Finances have been fevercly pinch'd, 
and that by Force, and oblig'd to disburfc 
tlic Sums rated them by die Miniftcr. But 
how 
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how often may rccourfe be had to both thefc 
Methods, which are ftill as neceffary one Year 
as another, fo long as the War flhall laft ? 

Neither is the raifing of National Troops 
fubjeft to the leaft Difficulties. The Kingdoms 
of Spain are not Populous, for Reafons which 
every one knows, viz^. the burdenfome Numbers 
of their Priells, Monks and Nuns ,• the natural 
Sterility of the SpaniJI) Women, who, tho* they 
may have Children by good Luck, leave off 
Childbearing much fooner than the Women of 
other Nations ; the Draught of whole Families 
made out of Spain by expelling the Moors twice, 
befides thofe who are continually fent out of the 
Country, or who go every Year to the Indies or 
other Parts for their own Intereft, In the meaij 
time, the Continuation of the War requires con-? 
tinual Recruits, and there is the greater Ap- 
pearance that thefe mult fhortly fail, becaufe 
there's no fign of any Confederates, to whom 
the Minifter can apply to augment his Forces, 
and to help maintain the War. At another 
Time, and in another Cafe, Spain might have 
depended upon French Troops. But now they 
are adually hindered from ferving beyond the 
Pyrenees y becaufe the Courts of Madrid and 
Paris and the two Kings, tho' the one is an 
Uncle and the other his Nephew, have different 
Interefts, and thofe of fuch Confequence, that 
they cannot be accommodated by any Expedi- 
ent whatfocver. 'Tis plain, that by the King 
of France^ I mean him who governs, and not 
him who is to govern, if God fpares his Life ; 
and that I fpeak of the Interefts of the former, 
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\vhen I fay, they are not to be united with thofe 
of King Philip. 

For want of the Freftch Allies, every Body 
thought that Cardinal Alberoni would have made 
Ufe of the Subjefts of his Royal Highnefs of 
Savoy King of Sicilyy in whofe Name he might 
have lifted as many Italians and Frenchmen as he 
had pleasM, thofe who fpoke either Language 
being the Duke's Subjeds, The World thought 
the Cardinal had made himfelf fure of this Ally, 
and that the latter would have made War with 
l^m againft the Emperor, who had not yet 
own'd him for King of Sicily^ and declined to 
make a Peace with him. But the Cardinal, af- 
ter having kept all EuropCy and the Duke too in 
fufpence, declares againft him, invades Sicily^ 
and that was the Way he took to let him know 
his real Intentions. It was given out publickly, 
that the Cardinal thought to carry the King- 
dom of Naplesy after he had made himfelf Maf- 
ter of the Ifland of Sardinia; and no Body 
dreamt that he would want, or make ufe of Si- 
cily^ to facilitate that Gonqueft. This was a 
Myftery which his Eminency treated of fecretly 
with his Sicilian Majefty, whom he endeavoured 
to difpofe to yield his Ifland amicably to him, 
for certain Equivalents he promised him elfe- 
where ; but as the latter did not determine 
himfelf foon enough, it was thought fit to fcizfe 
his Illand, and to lay the Blame thereof upon 
hiS Delay. 

Ic was alfo faid, that there was a League 
fcrm'd between feveral Prince? to procure Allies 
for Cardinal Alberoni ^ who appeared to be the 
Author, or at Icaft the principal Promoter of 
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the faid Confederacy. The Confederates were 
to appear, when they were leaft fufpefted, to 
make War in good earneft againft the Emperor^ 
and drive the Germans out of Italy. At the fame 
time an Italian Book was publifhM, whofe Au*- 
thor feem'd to be the Trumpeter of this Allir 
ance ; for he fliews both the Princes and People 
of that Country, that they were always free ; 
with a View, as may be imagined, to excite 
them to rcftore to their Country that Liberty, 
which, fays the Author, it had enjoyM ever fiqce 
the Foundation of Rome. But why fliould they 
take up Arms for this ? There is no Prince ^r 
State in Italy, who is at this Day more enflav'd 
and worfe treated by the Emperor of Germany^ 
whom it has been the chief View to difpoflefs 
of the Provinces and Rights which he pofTeflcs 
in that Country, than were the Italians under the 
Pagan Emperors, and thofe barbarous Nations, 
who moft unworthily trampled under Foot the 
Senate and Liberty of Italy, as all are convinced, 
Wha4iave read antient Hiftory, notwithftanding 
any modern Treatiics that may come out to per^ 
fwade them of the contrary. The nice Italians, 
fays the Author, cannot bear the grofs Cuftoms of 
the Germans, and are refolvdy under the Aufpices 
of the Spaniards, to drive them Home. But are 
hot we in the Condition of the Mice, that con- 
fpir d againft the Cat ? 

'Tis not to be fuppos'd, that Cardinal Alberoni 
defign'd to make an Alliance with Hereticks a- 
gainft the Emperor. The Spanijh Devotees de- 
claimM fo much againft the Heretical Allies, who 
join'd King Charles the prefent Emperor in the 
iaft War, that they furely would not tun into 
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ilie fame Fault ; yet 'tis now no Secrer, that the 
Cardinal coutted an Alliance much more dan- 
gerous to the Roman Religion, namely with the 
Sultan, and this by the means of Prince Ra^otz-ia, 
to whom 'tis known that he fent a Minifter to 
tefide with him on the Part of King P/iilip and 
of his Eminency, to inform the Porte how much 
the Emperor was taken up by the Wat declat'd 
againft him in Jtnfy, and of the Advantages 
which the Grand Seignior might reap from that 
Diveriion by corttiiming the War in Hungary. 
Indeed the pubh'ck News-Papers mention'd cer- 
tain Proteftations which the Prince tie CeSamare 
publifh'd in them, running down this Difcorery, 
as an Impofition upon Mankind ; but we have 
not heard, that he has prov'd the Fahhood of 
an Account, given in the Paris Journal, of the 
faid Envoys Voyage to, and happy Arrival at, 
Adrianeple, and of his Speech there to Prince 
Ragot3.ki. In the mean time this muft give an 
extraordinary Idea of the Miniftcr's Conduft, 
the rather, becaufe the Peace which cnfu'd be- 
tween the Emperor and the Ottoman Porte has 
remov'd all the Apprehenlions, which fuch a 
Correfpondence could occafion. 

So much for the Allies, whom 'tis known that 
Cardinal AlberoHi aftually had or might have 
courted to join in the War declar'd againft the 
Emperor. We ftiall now fpeak of thofc whom 
he provok'd on this Occafion to declare againft 
hirafelf and againft his Catholick Majcfty. And 
in the firft Place of King Georgn of Gnat Bri- 
tain. His Britamick Majefiy, as Js manifcft, 
having taken extraordinary Pains to confirm ihc 
Repofe of Europe, and to compofc the Difference 
i ihacj 
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that remained to be accommodated^ with refpecSr 
to the Succeffion of Spairij had brought things 
to the point of a total Accommodation, by dif- 
pofing the Emperor to renounce all his Preten- 
tions to the Kingdoms of Spain and the IndieiFy 
provided only thai: Sicily fhould be yielded up to 
his Imperial Majefty. France engaged herfelf 
to procure it, and was entered into the Gua- 
ranty of the faid Agreement. Yet we have feen, 
it did not avail to get the Cardinal's Confent to 
the faid Pacification ; but his Refufal at that 
time was imputed to the extraordinary Confi- 
dence he had repos'd in the numerous Forces 
which he had then on foot, and partly to an 
Averfion which Great Men commonly have a- 
gaiuft a publick Recanting their Prejudices, be- 
caufe it gives an occafion to condemn them for 
trufting to Foundations too weak to fupport 
them. 

Neverthelcfs, if one may judge by his firft 
Settings out, it appears, that his Confidence was 
aftually very ill founded,- for at the firft Tryal 
he made of his Forces, which he thought fo 
ftrong,his Fleet was in a manner entirely defeated 
in Sicily. His Creatujres, to diminifli the Lofs, 
and hinder the whole Truth of the Faft from 
being known in Spain, made a mighty Noife m 
the publick News of the taking of Palermo and 
Mejjmay and of the Joy with which the Sicilians 
received, and came in Crowds to meet the ^^- 
niards. But as it was impoffible always to con- 
ceal the Truth, the Cardinal thought fit at length 
to caufe a Letter to be compofed in his own 
Name, and dircfted to the Sfanijh Embaffador 
at London, wherein the Englijh were mightily re- 
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proach'd for having, without any Motive, Nc- 
ceffity, or Pretext, abus'd the Charader which 
they had aiTum'd of Mediators, and attacked a 
People who thought them Friends, and did not 
miAruft them. 

Card. Alkeroni knowing how much it imported 
a prime Minifter to have a Secretary capable of 
giving a good Turn to the Declarations he was 
to publifli, and remembring, that while his Emi- 
nency was at the Duke of VendofmSy he knew ati 
ingenious Perfon, who was his Secretary, he had 
a Mind to take him to himfelf, and invited him 
to come to SpatHy with a Bill of Exchange of 
1 0000 Livres, which he fent him to bear his 
Charges. The Secretary embraced the Propo- 
fal, forefeeing no doubt, that this Service would 
be very profitable to him, fince the firft O^rs 
were accompanied with fo liberal a Gratifica- 
tion. In the mean time, the Turn of the Let- 
ter (if it was penM by that able Secretary) did 
not feem to be altogether happy, no more than 
that of another Letter addrefs'd in thp Name of 
the faid Cardinal to the Marquefs Beretti Lanii^ 
King Philip's Embaflador to the States General^ 
to oblige him to ufe his Diligence to divert them 
from entring into the Alliance formed againftthe 
Catholick King, or the Defigns of his Minifter; 
and this, for Reafons which do not feem either 
in the one or the other to be artfully laid down. 
Be that as it will, with refjped to the Letters, 
the firft was fmartly confiited by Mr. CraggSy 
the Britijh Secretary of State, in the Name of 
King George and the Britijh Nation. Indeed, 
the fecond has appeared without Reply or Exa- 
mination, perhaps, becaufe it was fuppos'd there 
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was no Danger of its making a great Impreffidri 
on the Minds of thofe to whom it was to be 
communicated. And in fhort Things took their 
Courfe, and the States declared for the Quadru- 
ple Alliance, tho' with fuch Refervations as are 
reported elfewhere. 

Cardinal Alberom feeing the Spaniards a little 
recovered from their Abjedion of Mind, difco- 
verM the fame Confidence as before in the Sue- 
cefs of his Defigns, preifing every Day with more 
Vigour than other the Contiiiuation of the Mi- 
litary Preparations in Sfain^ and petfwading the 
Nation not only that the Lofs which they might 
have fuftainM before Syracufa would be more 
than abundantly repaired, but that they would 
have a Fleet two or three times more numerous 
than that which was furpriz'd and male^treated 
by Admiral Bing. 

And indeed all the News from Sfain was con- 
tinually about Lifting of Soldiers, Marching of 
Troops, Building of Ships in all the Ports of 
the Kingdom, and Preparations of Convoys, alt 
deiignM for Italy \ and huelga me Dies, whereas 
the Spaniard who was not rouz'd at this Nbife, 
and who did not exped Wonders from fuch a 
prodigious Armament ? The main Bufinefs, fome 
fey, and the greatefl Difficulty is to furnifli this 
great and numerous Fleet with Hands capable 
of working it, there being but jufl enough in 
Spain to equip the Galeons that fail to Ameriea ; 
fo that 'tis believ'd, the Cardinal will not find 
it fo eafy a Matter to get them as he imagines. 
It does not appear, that he has Reafon to ex- 
pe6t that he fhall get many from England and 
Holland^ or even from France ; tho' fome are con- 

tmuatty 



w 



i. 



the Spanish Monarchy. ISJ 

linually {hipping out of all three Dominions, 
who are tempted to go to Spiiirt, either to pleafe 
iheir Cutiofity, or in Hopes of greater Pro&« 
than theCardinal has promis'd them. But will ildl 
Number be fufficient for his Occafions, and ai| 
there any ochet Ways to make up the full Coffl 
plement ? The Kings of Denmark and Sv-cda 
are at War, and cannot fpare their Seamen. Td 
form the Spaniard to Marine Aftairs is tranfporp- ' 
ing them into unknown Countries, and to a Scate 
or Condition of Life wliich they reckon unwor- 
thy their Nobility j beftdcs that, this could nt^c _ 
be done in a few Days, nor ei-en in MonthSj na 
Tears ; for Perfons never heartily learn what the] 
don't care either to know, or pradiff. Thci 
they mull wait the Ligenuity of Cardinal Albf 
roni, and, as the Saying is, keep Life and Soul 
together i and if by Misfortune the Mcafurfl 
uitea fliall be found too deficient, Pretences wi 
not be wanting to lay tlie Blame upon others. 

'Tis certain theretore, that his Eminency die 
not think that the Declaration of the King and 
Parliament of Great Bumin ought to terrify hini,J 
or oblige him to fufpend his Armament, or a-ll 
bandon his Defigns : He had alfo two Strings 
to his Bow at the lame time, -viz. to ftrike a 
Stroke himfclf; and to oblige the Eaglijh to be 
on the Defenfivc in their own Country, by raj- 
fing 2 War in their Bowels. Every one knows 
now, that the late King of Svxdeit was very deep 
in this Projeft. His Miniflcrs arreftcd, one iaJ 
England, and the other in Holland, left no roonl 
to doubt on't. It was not charg'd to the Couru 
of .^a;«chen, bccaufe the Thing was fcarccwdjl 
known. Vet ihpfe, who liw thjit the King aS% 
S S»xde»% 
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Suxden kad no particular Interefl to induce him 
to arm againft Englandy nor the'neceflary means 
to carry on an O&nfive War, which it was faid 
he had uodertakpn meerly for eftablifliing the 
Pretender uppn thp Throne oi Great Britain^ when 
they found that the Court pf Sfain declarM alfo 
for the faid Pretender, did not (cruple from that 
time to place the Armanient and Defigns of the 
King of Swefien to the Cardinal's Account, and 
did not doubt but he furnifh'd the Charge of the 
Enterprise. The Arreft of thofe twp JVlinifters, 
after the Death of the King of Sueden, and the 
Profecution now carry'd on againll them for the 
iEmployment of Sums of Money, which 'tis 
known they received and applyM to their own 
Advantage, will without fail difcover the whole 
Myftery. 

. The Secret indeed does already feem more 
than fufficiently explained by the publick Arrival 
pf the P^k^ of Ormond in Sfainy thp* the Car- 
dinal, when he orderM his Cathplick Majefty's 
jMinifter at the Hague to notify it to the States 
General, put another Colour upon his Arrival, 
as if it ha.d been unforefeen and accidental. He 
orders him to aflure* thofe Gentlemen, * That 
the Duke having refided'in'tHe l^^ighbourhoqd 
of Paris^ from ^une to the End of October ; 
and the Earl of Stairs having made jprcffing 
Inftances to the Regent to tolerate him no loun- 
ger in Bancey the Duke had refplv'd to come 
•^to Spa'tHy where the King, ' that he might mi be 
deficient in the Rules of Hojpitality, (which he ac- 
f cufes the Regent of France of having violated 
* on this Oqcafion, tho' a Friend and AHy of the 
I ^ilig of England) caused him to flop forty 
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, LeagujBS from Court. And this is the real 

* Truth of the Matter, which the Embaflador ha* 
^ Orders to impart to the States, to the end that 

* his ExceBencj nifty make the heft Ufe Ont. 

It is not eafy td conceive what Ufe the States 
General, or the Embaflador, c^Id gather from 
this Advice ; for fuppoling, that the States 
Ihould. afft without a View tor the Advantages 
or Diladvahtages 6f hii Sritannkk Majefty, tliey 
Would learn fiothing that was- capable of- per- 
fwading them, that the Court of Sbaiii would 
not favour either the Pretender^ or the Duke 
of" Ormond. 'Tis own^d, that the Duke,' after 
having made many Tourneys to Italy , St^denzvd 
France, being oblig d to depart the lattei^, retires 
to Spain ; where it vi/as reckoned a Piece of Me- 
rit to trdat him according to the Laws of ^Hof- 
pitality, which ddes at leaft mean that they cou- 
fider d him as a Friend, very far from giving any 
Reafon to fufpect, that they have any Regara, 
^r Confideratipn, for the Interefts of the King 
of Great Britain, whonnt that Lord was a declared 
Enemy to, and aim'd to dethrone. *Tis true, 
that after Hoftilities began betwixt Great Britain 
and Spain, neither Side was oblig'd to have 
thofe Regards for dne inothfer. But what could 
this Advicfe ferVe for, if the Court did not in- 
tend to value themfelvei upon it ? 

The Duke of Onkond did not ftiy l6ng frorat 
Court ; but was invited to Atadrid, ancl'care&'d 
there both by the King and his Eminency *, and 
this with fo niuch Ceremony^ that he went foon 
after into Ireland or Scotldnd to revive the Zeal 
of the Pretender's Fartiian^ who had bad fo ill 
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Succcfs in their former Rebellion. This vrzi 
what the Cardinal threaten^ before there was 
any Declaration of War between the two King- 
doms ; wJt. That there were Ways to difturb 
King George in the Po(feffion of the Crown which 
he had upon his Head. Not that the Malecon- 
tents of England have any particular Friendfhip, 
which binds them to King Philif and the Crown 
of Spain : but being divided into two Parties, 
one of which feems to wifh they could fee King 
James II. upon the Throne of Great Britain^ they 
only feek a Pretext to oppofe one another; and 
as the prefent Miniflry, who are all Whigs, op- 
pofe them both/ the latter make ufe of the 
Name and Caufe of the Pretender^ as the Reafbn . 

• of their Difcontent, which they difcovcr upon * 
all Occafions. But \is a QueAion^ whether 
the Whigs will be fo eafily drawn in to difap- 
prove the War againft Spain^ as the Tories were 
to put an End to the \zi\ War in 171 2, thereby 
leaving Eurofe in thofe Difficulties, from whence 
fhe might have then been extricated, and made 
fure of a lading Peace, confidering the means 
that were at that time in her ovsm Hands. 

As we admire the Politicks of Cardinal Alie^ 
nmit for refufing one while under one Pretext, 
and another while under another, all the Prdpo- 
fals of Accommodation which the Courts of 
Pdtis and Imdm made to him ; fo we were no 

• lefs. furpriz'd, when we heard that the Ground 
of his (aid Refnfal, was in hopes to fee FVancCy 
in piarticular^ fo embarafs'd at Home, that {he 
would have neither Conveniency nor Time to 
meddle; with the Af&irs of Spain* Indeed, it 
cannot be denyM that 'tis a Rule in Politicks, 
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«hich takes Place K this Dajr, ro iind Woi^ at 
Home, foe zho&i who we are not willing Ihould 
j meddle in our Affairs. 

But lee the Fathers Confclfors decide, whether J 
: all Methods of plunging our Neighbours ifM 

Broils are juAitiablc. In the mean time, evcryJ 
one muft think with Horror of thofe Methodai ' 
which cannot be put in pradicc without a great j 
Effulion of Blood ; and no wonder if all Pee- 1 
fons do not join in approving them. CardindJ 
[ Aiberoni being very well versed in this politic?'* 

Rule of Condufi, when he fbrm'd the great Di 
fign of recovering the Sl>aarji Monarchy, rent i. 
pieces by the Uu War, forefaw the OppoGcioi^ 
firft of the Emperor, as the Principil whom bl 
[ muft oblige to reftore what he had m his Pofft^ 

I lion ; and then of the Crowns of Gftat Britai^ 

France and the States General, who intereftet 
ttiemfelves in Favour of that Tranquility , 
Peace which Eurepe had begun to enjoy, 
did what he couJd, as has been faid eirewherejl 
to prolong that War wiiich employ'd the I 
' peror's Forces on the Frontiers at Hungary. 

I undertook the Caufc of the Pretender, to oblig^ 

i the E^ilijh to Ray at Home, to breed a Quarrel 

among themfelves, and to engage them in a 
Civil War. *Tis very probable, that the Diach 
giving him no Caufe of Apprehenlion, he did not 
trouble himfelf to railc Enemies aeainfl them, 
being convinc'd, that for the fake of Commerce 
alone, they would be the lail to enter into aOJ 
the Pro/ciSs which the Confederates might fom 

L againft him ; and that there would be alwayi 

^^^MUi Opportunity To draw them off by OSers' 
^^^E more 
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more advantagious than they could pofTibly ex^ 
peft from the Continuation of the War. 

The main Difficulty was to find Pretences to 
divert the French from oppofing his Views. The 
.prefent Situation of that Kingdom fbmifh'd' him 
with one to his Mind ; and he had nothing to 
jdo but to. foment Divifions among them^ to 
Tender their Concert and Concurrence in a 
•foreign War impoflSblei He had no PretencCj 
indeed, ' to excite Broils againft the King of 
Stance I but the Regent having unavoidably 
•raiisVl Malctoncents, by his favouring the Caufe 
of the Pooces of the Blood, againfl; the legiti- 
,mated Priilces ; and, on fome other Occafions, 
: wherein he did not find the Interefl of the State 
compatible with that of fome Communities or 
. particfular Men j there was, confequently , a Di- 
.vifion among, the People, which gave a Handle, 
:to thofe who. were inclined to make ufe of it, in 
iCmbnoiling his Affairs. The Diflention which 
,is ftill amdng the Qergy, upon Account of the 
Pope's late Bull or Con/iitution, the Sticklers for 
wliich complain, that the Regent h'as not a dv^ 
-Refpeft for. the Pope's Authority, gave the Car- 
dinal another Motive to take Advantage of 
.their Bigotry, to fet them againft the Regent ; 
and this was . the more dangerous and mif- 
chievous to the . Regent, becaufe the Clergy of 
. the higheft Order feem'd to be generally in the 
Popes Intereft;: 

The Plan. of this Oppofition againft the Re- 
gent's Dc%ps :to maintain the Peace, was a 
Concert or Confpiracy of all the Maleeontents 
againft him^ and the View of it was to deprive 
him of the Regency, on pretenfee that he abused 
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it to the Ruin of the Kingdom ; what was to 
have followed his being deposed is not faid j = tho' 
in the Letters intercepted from the Prince de 
CeBaware, there is fome mention of this Ckr 
cuniftance ; and after what manner the Regencjr 
was to be formed. There is even the mention 
of a Fire which was to be all over the King^ 
dom, after the Mines Jhould befprung to kindle itj 
which, certainly is frightful and hocribie to thilik 
of. But this is no more than the natural Caor 
fcquence of a Civil War, in which the Parties 
are Jbiterly exafperated one againft another. 
And 'tis faid in one of thofe Letters, that the 
Divine Mercy majfy in time, apfeafe the frefent 
jfealoujies and Difcontents ; an Acknowledgment 
which truly does not help much to juftify thofc 
who rais'd them, or are engaged in them. 

Nevertlielcfs it muft be own'd,' |hat fuppofing 
thofe Divifions were prior to the Defign of 
hindring the French from meddling with the Af- 
fairs of Spain, the fomenting thofc Difcontents 
parries nothing in it but what is to be found in 
the Rules and Maxims of worldly Policy. 
There was, befides, another Reafon to expeft 
that Matters would not proceed to Hoftilities ; 
and that, at leaft, the Regent would not em- 
ploy French Men againjl ij^ain, it being incon- 
liflent wich Prudence, to pxpo{^ them to the 
Temptatipn of deferting, or of refufing to fight 
againft a Prince of tiie Blood Royal, fuch an 
one as they fiipuld always efteem King Philif, 
tho' there be ever Co great a Mifunderftanding 
betwixt the two Natipns. 

Some other Sparks appear'd, which left no 
manner of room to doubt that they would 
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aftully btcak out ioco an open Wir; and that 
the Inclinadofis of fome for a If'cace were only 
ieign'd. The fecrct FEa&ices to excite Broils 
jn ttie'Donumobs of t^ Emperor and the moH 
Chriftian King contiou'd} and PeiTons werp 
Utely apprehended, both at f^aiiaa and Paritt 
fyt holdup Cotrefpondences dangerous to the 
|)ubUck Peace. But after aU, 'tis to be hop'd 
that Peace and good Order will Toon be re- 
cibiblifli'd every where j and chat the World 
will taite the Fniits of it with as much Delight, 
«s the uncertain State of AfiEtirs hithqrto hfl^ 
occafioa'd Vexation and VwiTvick, 
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